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CRE PAPER 1 MARKING SCHEME
1. (a)  Translation of the Bible from its original version to date.
· The Old Testament was originally written in Hebrew.

· The New Testament was originally written in Greek which was the original language in the Roman Empire from Hebrew to Greek.

· The Greek translation of Old Testament was called the “septuagurit.”

· The Bible was translated into Latin in the 4th century ACE.

· Jerome, made a simple version of the Latin translation of the Bible called the ‘vulgate’ which means for common use.

· The first English translation of the Bible was done by John Wycliffe in the 14th century ACE.

· During the reformation period in Europe, the Bible was translated into the national languages of the different European countries.

· The first translation of the Bible into Kiswahili was done by Johann Ludwig Krapf in the 19th century ACE.

· The work of translating the Bible is ongoing process done by the Bible Society of Kenya assisted by Bible Translation and Literacy Organization.
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(b) Seven English versions of the Bible used in Kenya today.
· Good News Bible.

· Revised Standard Version

· The African Bible.

· Jerusalem Bible.

· New International Version.

· The Living Bible.

· Gedions International Version.

· King James version.

· English Bible

· Youth Bible
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(c)  Reasons why the reading of the Bible is important to Christians to today.
· It provides moral and spiritual guidance.

· It helps Christians rediscover the will of God.

· It is a way of worshipping God.

· It helps us to understand the Christian doctrine.

· It guides Christians on how to relate with God and fellow human beings.

· God reveals Himself to Christians through the Bible.

· It helps a person to discover him/herself worth and dignity as human being.

· It is a source of consolation to Christians.
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2. (a)  The second creation story.
· When God created the heavens and the land was bare without any life.

· A mist went up from the earth and watered the ground.

· God formed man from dust and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.

· God planted trees including the tree of life and knowledge in the middle part of the garden.

· The garden was watered by four rivers.

· God put man into the garden to till and guard it.

· Man was commanded to eat of every tree in the garden except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil lest he dies.

· God created animals and birds and gave them to man to name them.

· God created a woman from the man’s rib to be his helper.

· Man named her a woman because she was part of his bones and flesh.

· Both lived as husband and wife in companionship and without shame for each other.
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(b)  The teachings of Genesis 1-2 on marriage.



· Marriage is monogamous.

· Marriage is between a man and a woman.

· Marriage is for procreation.

· It is a continuation of God’s work of creation.

· Marriage is a permanent union.

· Husband and wife should not be ashamed of each other.

· Man and woman are equal married partners.

· There should be love between married partners.

· Marriage is a sacred institution ordained by God.
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(c)  Ways through which Christians care for God’s creation today.

· Planting trees.

· Avoiding pollution.

· Cleaning the environment.

· Keeping their bodies clean.

· Caring for the animals.

· Conserving the vegetation.

· Preventing soil erosion.

· Bringing up their children well.

· Taking balanced diet.

· Helping the needy.

· Providing medical care.

· By protecting human rights.

· Educating the public on the need to conserve the environment.
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3. (a)  Description of the Mt. Carmel contest.
· Elijah challenged Baal’s prophets to a contest to prove who the true God is.
· Baal’s prophets sacrificed a bull and put it on the altar.

· They prayed to Baal / screamed / pleaded and cut their bodies, but there were no response.

· Elijah ridiculed them to pray harder ad Baal could be away on a trip or asleep.

· Elijah prepared an altar with twelve stones for the twelve tribes of Israel.

· He dug a trench round the altar and poured water into it.

· He prepared the sacrifice and put it on the altar, and then prayed to God to prove Himself as the true God.

· God answered with fire and burnt the sacrifice.

· Elijah ordered the killing of Baal’s prophets.

· As a result of God’s sign, many people worshipped Him.

· Elijah prayed for rain and the 3 year drought ended.
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(b)  Why Elijah faced danger and hostility as a prophet of God in Israel.

· He condemned the powerful political leaders; Ahab and Jezebel.

· He proclaimed drought in the land.

· He condemned idolatry, which was popular.

· Condemned the moral corruption of the powerful.

· He ordered the killing of Baal’s prophets.

· He advocated for the unpopular Yahweh worship.

· Proclaimed judgement in Ahab’s family.

· He blamed Ahab and Jezebel’s sins for being the cause of the draught.
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(c)  Lessons a Christian can learn from Elijah’s mission.
· A Christian should courageously condemn evil.

· To avoid evil as God punishes evil.

· Not to be compromised to falsely accuse others.

· To faithfully pray to God.

· To trust in God’s help when in trouble.

· To worship the one true God.

· Not to get carried way with material wealth.

· To be just to the weak.

· God answers their prayers.
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4. (a)  Forms of injustice that prophet Amos condemned.
· Overcharging interests on repayment of loans.

· Enslaving those who could not pay back loans.

· Grabbing land and other property from the poor.

· Sexual harassment ‘workers.’

· Underpaying workers.

· Living in luxury while others were suffering in poverty.

· Injustices in court due to corruption.

· Bribery.

· Uses of false scales.

· Selling sub-standard goods at exorbitant prices.

· Murder of the innocent.

· Mistreatment of Yahweh’s prophets.
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(b)  Reasons why prophets condemned Israelite way of worship.
· They worshipped Yahweh alongside idols.

· They practiced syncretism.

· They were insincere in their hearts and were thus hypocrites.

· They stressed on external rituals yet did not worship God in truth.

· They practiced social injustice such as neglecting the poor in society.

· They believed the messages of false prophets.

· They defiled the temple of God.

· They had broken the covenant and neglected the teachings of Yahwey.

· They had disobeyed the Decalogue.
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 (c) Evils that prophet Amos would condemn in Kenya today. 

· Jealously and false witness.

· Exploitation such as cheating in business.

· Tribalism, nepotism and social discrimination.

· Land grabbing.

· Prostitution and abortion.

· Drunkenness and drug addiction.

· Idolatry / devil worship.

· Misuse of power by the leaders.
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5. (a)  Problems encountered by Nehemiah in rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem.
· Bribery / Corruption.

· The officials of Tekoa did not cooperate with him (Nehemiah 3:5).
· He was ridiculed by Sanballat and Tobiah (Nehemiah 2:17 – 19, 4:2 – 3).

· He received threats of violence from the enemies (Nehemiah 4:7-8).

· A trap was laid to derail his mission of the rebuilding the wall (Nehemiah 4:12)

· There was a plot to kill him (Nehemiah 6:2-3).

· Insecurity from the enemies (Nehemiah 4:11-12).

· False prophets tried to discourage him (Nehemiah 6:14).

· Opposition from the Jewish nobles (Nehemiah 4:5).

· False accusation from his enemies (Nehemiah 6:5-9).
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(b)  Eight similarities in the life and experience of Nehemiah and Jesus Christ.
· Both were prayerful.
· Both were compassionate to the people.

· Both were reformers. Nehemiah instituted social, economic and religious reforms while Jesus instituted the New Covenant.

· Both of them cleansed the temple.

· Both of them faced opposition and threats on their lives.

· Both acknowledged the importance of the Sabbath.
· Both were patriotic. Nehemiah had great love for the Jewish community. Jesus also showed love for his people and wept over Jerusalem.

· Both portrayed great wisdom. Nehemiah could detect the false traps laid against him, Jesus was also able to reach the minds of the religious leaders.

· Both condemned social evils.

· Both persevered opposition and threat on their lives.

· Both of them were accused falsely.
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(c) Six challenges Christians are likely to face today in their commitment to God.
· Existence of false religion and false prophets.

· May fall prey of new forms of idolatry.

· Religious syncretism / traditional practices of witchcraft.

· Persecution because of their faith / rejection.

· Some may be led astray by their church leaders.

· Family obligations may interfere with faith.

· Poverty.

· Poor personal health.
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6.  (a)  Five specialists in traditional African communities.
· Priests.

· Rainmakers.

· Elders.

· Rainmakers.

· Diviners.

· Prophets / seers.

· Healers / medicine men.
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(b)  Reasons why cleansing rituals were performed in traditional African 

communities.
· Cleansing rituals were used to forgive wrongdoers of their sins.

· Cleaning rituals were performed to protect individuals / family / community against repercussion for the wrong done.

· Helped to maintain good interpersonal relationship / cohesion in the community / reconciliation of the parties.

· For purification / acceptance of members who had been declared ritually unclean / or had broken taboos so that they could continue with their normal activities in the society e.g. after child birth, those who had committed murder / adultery.

· To appease the ancestral spirits.

· Cleansing rituals were part of the rites of passage e.g. individuals had to go through ritual cleaning to signify that they had left their old self / selves and acquired different status of evil.

· To send away evil spirits / forces.

· To protect against calamities / problems / sickness / epidemics.

· Cleansing rituals were performed to persuade the spirits of the dead not to linger around the homestead / causing misfortune to the family.
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· New government structures where administrative officials have taken over the role of the elders in maintaining law and order.

· Most of the judicial duties have been taken over by the law courts.

· Education has brought new values / ideas and the authority of the elders is no longer regarded with high esteem / is even questioned.

· People have migrated to new areas where they do not respect local leaders.

· The influence from other religions e.g. Christianity / Islam which their followers respect more than the leadership of African elders.

· Urbanization has undermined the role of the elders as it becomes difficult for elders to operate as people come from different backgrounds.

· Western norms / values which promote individualism.

· Schooling where children spend most of their time with teachers depriving them the opportunity / time to spend with elders.

· Permissiveness in the society has eroded the respect for elders.

· Economic factors where the worth of a person is judged by the wealth / money / property one possesses.

· Political power / decision making has shifted from the elders to politicians / political leaders whom people look upon for leadership.
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