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THE YEAR 2019 KCSE EXAMINATION QUESTION PAPERS
ENGLISH (101

English Paper 1 (101/1)

Imagine you have recently transferred to another school. Write a letter to your best friend in
your former school persuading him or her to transfer to your new school. In your letter, give
at least three reasons why this school is better than your former school. (20 marks)

Read the passage below and fill in each blank space with the most appropriate word.
(10 marks)

Regardless of your intelligence and the way you learn, knowing how to concentrate is critical to a

student’s success. Concentration is a (a)..............o.co............ that is developed through self-discipline

and (b) ..o It is a habit that (¢)....ococcooooori time and effort to develop for

consistent success. Athletes have it. Surgeons have it; and successful students (<) O —

have it. Concentration can be defined as the process of paying attention or (€)...............coc.cocoo..... full
attention on the task (f).......................... hand. The mark of a genius is the (g)..........cococooooooioo 0.
to concentrate on one thing at a time. This is (h)........................ if the task is fun and exciting.
£ FOSU it becomes more difficult when one is required to read ( ) T e S

that is boring or complicated.

(Adapted from: Bridging the Gap by Brenda D. Smith, Pearson Education Inc. 2008)

(@)  Study the Poem below, and then answer the questions that follow.

A stooped old man and a young man
Chanced to meet one day.

The young one said to the elder

In his usual braggart way,

“Why don’t you walk up straight like me?
That’s no way to grow old;

It’s all a form of habit;

At least that’s what I’m told.”

The old man gave him a knowing look,
And said, “My dear young friend,

Have you ever examined your wheat field,
And noticed the heads that bend?

If not, just look them over

As harvest time draws nigh;

You’ll find that the heads that are empty
Are standing tall and high,

But the heads that count in the harvest
Are filled and bending low,

Awaiting the reaper’s sickle;

Their time is short, they know.”

33

— WY .



TN T W

(a)

()
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(d)

(e)

And as the young man passed on by,
He slowly bowed his head,

No doubt he pondered many a day
On the things that the old man said.

From How to Teach Poetry by Amy Z. Davis and Florence Stratton.
Heinemann Edu Books, 1984

(1)  Identify twe features of oral songs in this poem. (4 marks)

(ii))  Identify any two words that you would stress in the second line of the last

stanza. Explain your answer. (3 marks)
(iii) How would you perform the fifth line of the first stanza? (2 marks)
Identify the intonation in the following sentences: (3 marks)

(1) Did you do your homework? ..........ccccoociiinniinnveniinienine.
(i)  What a beautiful girl! .,

(iil) Getoutof sight NOW. .o

For each of the following words, provide another that is pronounced in the same way.

(6 marks)
(1) Whale ..o
(1)  Need .o
(111)  Seem ..o

(V) QUEUE ..ooriiiiiieereceeree e
(V) Rain e

(vi)  Pair s

Assume that you attended a youth conference on drug abuse. Your principal has
asked you to give an oral report during the assembly. How would you use your
voice effectively? | (6 marks)

For each of the situations below, write what you would say.

(i) Would you like to join us for tea? (1 mark)
(i)  Thank you for the wonderful gift. (1 mark)
(iii)  During a group discussion you are not quite sure what someone has just said.
) You want to seek clarification. . (2 marks)
(iv) Youh(tild not complete your homework because you were not feeling well last
night. v
You go to your class teacher to explain. (2 marks)
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4.1.2 English Paper 2 (101/2)

1

Read the passage below and then answer the questions that follow.

A significant step on the way to the top was the domestication of fire. Some human
species may have made occasional use of fire as early as 800,000 years ago. By about
300,000 years ago, Homo erectus, Neanderthals and the ancestors of Homo Sapiens were
using fire on a daily basis. Humans now had a dependable source of light and warmth, and
a deadly weapon against prowling lions. Not long afterwards, humans may even have started
deliberately to torch their neighbourhoods. A carefully managed fire could turn impassable
barren thickets into prime grasslands teeming with game. In addition, once the fire died
down, Stone Age entrepreneurs could walk through the smoking remains and harvest char-
coaled animals, nuts, and tubers.

But the best thing fire did was cook. Foods that humans cannot digest in their natu-
ral forms - such as wheat, rice, and potatoes — became staples of our diet, thanks to cooking.
Fire not only changed food’s chemistry, it changed its biology as well. Cooking killed germs
and parasites that infested food. Humans also had a far easier time chewing and digesting
old favourites such as fruits, nuts, insects, and carrion if they were cooked. Whereas chim-
panzees spend five hours a day chewing raw food, a single hour suffices for people eating
cooked food.

The advent of cooking enabled humans to eat more kinds of food, to devote less
time to eating and to make do with smaller teeth and shorter intestines. Some scholars
believe there is a direct link between the advent of cooking, the shortening of the human
intestinal track, and the growth of the human brain. Since long intestines and large brains
are both massive energy consumers, it’s hard to have both. By shortening the intestines and
decreasing their energy consumption, cooking inadvertently opened the way to the jumbo

- brains of Neanderthals and Sapiens. The domestication of fire was, therefore, a sign of things

to come.

(Adapted from Sapiens: 4 brief History of Humankind by Yuval Noah Harari: London:
Vintage Books, 2011.)

() According to the author, when did humans invent fire? (2 marks)
(b) In about 55 words, summarise what early humans used fire for before they cooked
with it. (5 marks)
Rough copy
Fair copy
(¢)  Identify four advantages of cooked food. (4 marks)
(d)  Explain the link that the author sees between eating cooked food and the
development of the human brain. (3 marks)
(¢)  What is the main point of this passage? (2 marks)
(f)  Explain the meaning of each of the following words as used in the passage:
(4 marks)

(i) dependable ..o e
(1) ENITEPIEICUTS ...cveuiriererirerereeteeetereeereeeesereeetessesebessesesetosesesseseessseessnsstasosseesens
(D) AAVENL .ottt ettt ettt ettt a st enaiseeeSheneneneese
(1V)  INAAVETENLLY ..eovivveriirieriieieieiete ettt sn e e ese s S eeeeenenea



Henrik Ibsen, 4 Doll$ House

Read the excerpt below and then answer the questions that follow. (25 marks)

Children :

Nora

Children :

Nora

Children :

Nora

Maid

Nora

Maid

Nora

Nora

Helmer

Nora

Helmer

Nora

Helmer

(in the doorway on the left) Mother, the stranger man has gone out through
the gate.

Yes, dears, I know. But, don’t tell anyone about the stranger man. Do you
hear? Not even papa.

No, mother; but will you come and play again?

No, no, — not now.

But, mother, you promised us.

Yes, but I can’t now. Run away in; I have such a lot to do. Run away in,

my sweet little darlings. (She gets them into the room by degrees and shuts
the door on them; then sits down on the sofa, takes up a piece of needlework
and sews a few stitches, but soon stops.) No! (throws down the work, gets
up, goes to the hall door and calls out) Helen! bring the Tree in. (goes to
the table on the left, opens a drawer, and stops again) No, no! it is quite
impossible!

(coming in with the Tree) Where shall I put it, ma’am?

Here, in the middle of the floor.

Shall I get you anything else?

No, thank you. I have all I want. [Exit MAID.]

(begins dressing the tree) A candle here — and flowers here — The horrible
man! It’s all nonsense — there’s nothing wrong. The tree shall be splendid! I
will do everything I can think of to please you, Torvald! -1 will sing for you,
dance for you — (HELMER comes in with some papers under his arm.) Oh!
are you back already?

Yes. Has anyone been here?

Here? No.

That is strange. I saw Krogstad going out of the gate.

Did you? Oh yes, I forgot, Krogstad was here for a moment.

Nora, I can see from your manner that he has been here begging you to say a
good word for him.
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Nora : Yes.

Helmer : And you were to appear to do it of your own accord; you were to conceal
from me the fact of his having been here; didn’t he beg that of you too?

Nora : Yes, Torvald, but —

Helmer : Nora, Nora, and you would be a party to that sort of thing? To have any talk
with a man like that, and give him any sort of promise? And to tell me a lie
into the bargain?

Nora : Alie-?

Helmer : Didn’t you tell me no one had been here? (shakes his finger at her) My little
song bird must never do that again. A songbird must have a clean beak to
chirp with — no false notes! (puts his arm round her waist) That is so, isn’t
it? Yes, I am sure it is. (Lets her go.) We will say no more about it. (sits
down by the stove) How warm and snug it is here! (turns over his papers)

(a) Place the excerpt in its immediate context. (4 marks)

(b) The Christmas tree is mentioned many times in the play. What does it stand for?

(3 marks)
(c) Describe the character of Helmer as brought out in the excerpt. (4 marks)
(d)  What is the role of the children in the play? (2 marks)
(¢)  Identify and illustrate two stylistic devices used in the excerpt. (4 marks)
(f)  Identify and illustrate two themes brought out in the play. (4 marks)

(g)  Don’t tell anyone about the stranger man. (Rewrite beginning: Under......) = (1 mark)

(h)  Describe the tone of this passage. (3 marks)
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Read the story below and then answer the questions that follow:

Once upon a time a father sent for his three sons and gave to the eldest a cock, to the second

a scythe, and the third a cat. “I am now old ,” said he, “my end is approaching, and I would

fain provide for you before I die. Money I have none, and what I now give you seems of little
worth; yet it rests with yourselves alone to turn my gifts to good account. Only seek out for a

land where what you have is as yet unknown, and your fortune is made.”

After the death of the father, the eldest set out with his cock: but wherever he went,
in every town, he saw from a far off a cock sitting upon the church steeple, and turning
round with the wind. In the villages he always heard plenty of them crowing, and his bird
was therefore nothing new; so there did not seem much chance of his making his fortune.
At length it happened that he came to an island where the people who lived there had never
heard of a cock and knew not even how to reckon the time. They knew indeed if it were
morning or evening; but at night if they lay awake, they had no means of knowing how time
went.

“Behold,” said he to them, “what a noble animal this is! He carries a bright red crest
upon his head, and spurs upon his heels; he crows three times every night at stated hours,
and at the third time the sun is about to rise. But this is not all; sometimes he screams in broad
daylight, and then you must take warning, for the weather is surely about to change.” This
pleased the natives mightily; they kept awake one whole night, and heard, to their great joy,
how gloriously the cock called the hour, at two, four and six o’clock. Then they asked him
whether the bird was to be sold, and how much he would sell it for. “About as much as an
ass can carry,” said he.

“Avery fair price for such an animal,” cried they with one voice; and agreed to
give him what he asked.

When he returned home with his wealth, his brothers wondered greatly; and the
second said, “ I will now set forth likewise, and see if I can turn my scythe to as good an
account.” There did not seem, however, much likelihood of this; for go where he would, he
was met by peasants who had as good a scythe on their shoulders as he had. But at last, as
good luck would have it, he came to an island where the people had never heard of a scythe;
there, as soon as the corn was ripe, they went into the fields and pulled it up; but this was
very hard work and a great deal of it was lost. The man then set to work with his scythe; and
mowed down their whole crop so quickly, that the people stood staring open-mouthed with
wonder. They were willing to give him what he asked for such a marvelous thing; but he
only took a horse laden with as much gold as it could carry.

Now the third brother had a great longing, to go and see what he could make of his cat.
So he set out; and at first it happened to him as it had to the others, so long as he kept upon the
main land, he met with no success; there were plenty of cats everywhere, indeed too many,
so that the young ones were for the most part, as soon as they came into the world, drowned
in the water. At last he passed over to an island where, as if chanced most luckily for him,
nobody had ever seen a cat; and they were overrun with mice to such a degree, that the little
wretches danced upon the tables and chairs, whether the master of the house were at home
or not. The people complained loudly of this grievance; the King himself knew not how to
rid him self of them in his palace; in every corner mice were squeaking, and they gnawed
everything that their teeth could lay hold of. Here was a fine field for Puss — she soon began
her chase and had cleared two rooms in the twinkling of an eye; when the people besought
their King to buy the wonderful animal, for the good of the public, at any price. The King
willingly gave what was asked — a mule laden with gold and jewels; and thus the third brother
returned home with a richer prize than either of the others.
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Meanwhile the cat feasted away upon the mice in the royal palace, and devoured so
many that they were no longer in any great numbers. At length, quite spent and tired with her
work she became extremely thirsty; so she stood still, drew up her head, and cried, “Miau,
Miau!” When the people heard this cry, they ran shrieking in great fright. The King and his
council decided to send a herald to the cat to warn her to leave the castle forthwith, or that
force would be used to remove her. “We would far more willingly put up with the mice (since
we are used to that evil), than get rid of them at the risk of our lives. ”

A page accordingly went and asked the cat whether she was willing to quit the cas-
tle. But Puss, whose thirst became every moment more and more pressing answered ‘Miau!
Miau!” which the page interpreted to mean, “No! No!” and therefore carried this answer to
the King.

“Then we must try what force will do,” the King said. So the guns were planted, and
the palace was fired upon from all sides. When the fire reached the room where the cat
was, she sprang out of the window and ran away; but the besiegers did not see her, and went
on firing until the whole palace was burnt to the ground.

(Adapted from Grimm’s Fairly Tales by Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm)

(a)  How does the father prepare his sons for a life without him? (2 marks)
(b)  Why was the first son at first almost despairing? (2 marks)
(c)  How would you describe the first son from what he says? (2 marks)

(d)  What is implied about the islanders who bought the cock? Illustrate your
answer. (3 marks)

(¢)  How do we know that the islanders were convinced that the cock was very
precious? (3 marks)

® What was the effect of the first son’s success on his siblings? (2 marks)
(g)  Explain the meaning of the following metaphor: “Here was a fine field for Puss.”
(2 marks)

(h)  What two lessons do we learn from this story? (4 marks)
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4 (@)  Rewrite the following to remove ambiguity. (3 marks)

(1) Juma told Ali that he lacked self-confidence.
(ii) I saw a monkey with a telescope.
(iii) Look at that cow with one eye.
(b)  Choose the correct option from those given in brackets. (3 marks)
(i) My sister has five children and now she wants to ............cccceeeenne. a sixth

one. [adapt/adopt]

(i1) The oo of the neighbouring secondary school will be the guest
of honour. [Principle/Principal]

(iii) . My father was sitting in the ...........cccovvveeininnns room when the guest arrived.

[leaving, living]

(c)  Complete the following using an appropriate preposition. (3 marks)
§)) There is no exception ................... this rule.
(ii) My friends congratulated me ............... my recent achievement.
(1i1) Kola has a special liking ............... Mathematics.

(d)  Choose the best connector from those given in brackets. (3 marks)
(1) She is a new employee; ............co.e..... , she has done very well. [although/

even as/nevertheless|

(11) My brother is very committed to his work; ...................... , he has earned
frequent promotions. [nonetheless/notwithstanding/consequently]

(iii) Jason seems to be quite intelligent; ............coeeneee. , he often gets poor
grades. [similarly/however/otherwise]

(e)  Complete the following sentences by supplying the correct form of the verb given in

brackets. (3 marks)
(1) If they had not .........ccceeueeneeen. him money, he would not have gone for the trip.
[sent/send]
(i)  Weare going to ....coceevveerererrrenennns a house for our mother. [build/built]
(A1) Let’s v our clothes here. [hang/hung]
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4.1.3 English Paper 3 (101/3)

Answer three questions only.
Imaginative Composition (Compulsory) (20 marks)

Either
(@)  Write a story beginning with the following sentence:

I'was mistaken to have thought that the night would be like other peaceful nights.
Or
(b)  Write a composition on the advantages and disadvantages of the internet.
The Compulsory Set Text (20 marks)
H.R. Ole Kulet, Blossoms of the Savannah
Irresponsible decisions can lead to serious consequences. Referring closely to H.R. Ole Kulet in
Blossoms of the Savannah, write an essay in support of this statement.
The Optional Set Texts (20 marks)
Answer any one of the following three questions.

Either
(@) The Short Story

Moran (Ed.), Memories We Lost and Other Stories

Write a composition on the evils of war, using illustrations from “The President” by
Mariatu Kamara.

Or

(b) Drama
David Mulwa, Inheritance
Ill-gotten wealth can never bring true happiness. Write a composition in support of this
statement, drawing examples from Lucuna Kasoo’s life.

Or

(c)  The Novel
John Steinbeck, The Pearl

Desire without limits can be a source of agony both to ourselves and our family
members. Using illustrations from 7%e Pearl, write an essay in support of this statement.

41

PO P FT A~ ]



