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ABOUTTHEAUTHOR

HenrikIbsenwasbornonMarch20,1828,inSkien,Norway.He

wasthesecondsoninawealthyfamilythatincludedfiveother

siblings.Whenhewasabout8yearsold,hisfamilywasthrowninto

povertyduetocomplicationswithhisfather'sbusiness.Itwasafter

thiswhenIbsenstartedtoinvesthistimereading,writing,painting,

anddoingmagictricks.

Ibsenwrotehisfirstplay, Catiline,in1850whichgenerated

littleinterest.Hissecond play, TheBurialMound, however,was

performedattheChristianiaTheatreonSeptember26,1850.

Later,he wrote a series of plays which included Lady

Inger (1855),TheFeastatSolhoug (1856),OlafLiljekrans (1857),

The Vikings atHelgeland (1858),The Pretenders (1863),Peter

Gynt (1867),TheLeagueofYouth(1969),EmperorandGalilean

(1873), Pillars of Society (1877), A Doll’s

House (1879), Ghosts (1881),AnEnemyofthePeople (1882),The

Wild Duck (1884), Hedda Gabler (1890), The Master

Builder (1892), Little Eyolf (1894), John Gabriel Borkman (1896)
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and WhenWeDeadAwaken(1899).Healsowroteadramaticepic

poem,“Brand”(1866).

HemarriedSuzannahThoresenin1858andtheironlychild,

Sigurd,wasbornthefollowingyear.In1900,Ibsensufferedhisfirst

ofseveralstrokesandpoorhealthendedhiswritingcareer.Hedied

onMay23,1906.
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GENRE

ADoll'sHouseisafamilydramafortheobviousreasonthatit

concernsafamily.Itisa"drama"becauseitisaplay—apieceof

literaturethatisneverfullyrealizeduntilitisputonstageinfrontof

anaudience.

Itisalsoamoderntragedybecauseitisfocusesonthetrials

andtribulationsthatfacewomeninapatriarchalsociety. Theplay

exploresnotonlythestatusofwomen,buthowtheyarevictimsof

socialforcestotheextentthattheyareleftwiththeroleofa

"dollwife".Inthistragedy,wedon'tgetbloodanddeathattheend;

wegetthedeathofamarriageandofthecharacters'oldselves.

Ibsen presentsthesethingsasthepriceofself-fulfillment.He

showsNora,and maybealltheothercharacters,trapped in a

societydefinedbyrestrictivegenderroles.Inordertobecomemore

than a doll,Nora mustshatter the cornerstone thatherentire

societyisbasedon: marriage.

Theplaycanalsobecategorizedasarealistdrama.Inarealist

drama,thecharacterstalkinacloseapproximationofeveryday

speech.The speeches are straightforward,conversationaland
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concerned with normal,everydaythings;which makestheplay

reallyeasyforamodernaudiencetoassociatewith.

Example

MRS.LINDE:"YoumustnotforgetthatIhadahelplessmotherand

twolittlebrothers.Wecouldn'twaitforyou,Nils;yourprospects

seemedhopelessthen." 

Thevastmajorityofmodernplays,TVshows,andmoviesare

writteninasimilarstyle.
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CHARACTERLIST

NoraHelmer

Noraistheplay'sprotagonistandthewifeofTorvaldHelmer.

Sheisthecentralcharacter,whoisa"doll"forherhusbandtodress

up,showoff,andgivedirectionto.Sheischildlike,rompingeasily

with her three children. She has never lived alone,going

immediatelyfrom thecareofherfathertothatofherhusband.

Inexperiencedinthewaysoftheworldasaresultofthissheltering,

Noraisimpulsiveandmaterialistic.Shetakesaloanfrom Krogstad

tomakeherhusband’sholidaypossible.Later,sheemergesasa

fullyindependentwomanwhorejectsboththefalseunionofher

marriageandtheburdenofmotherhood.

TorvaldHelmer

Torvald Helmeris Nora's husband ofeightyears.Atthe

beginningoftheplay,hehasbeenpromotedtomanagerofthe

bank.Hewasoncegravelyillandneededtogotoasouthern

climatetoimprovehishealth.Hehasbuilthisownlegacythrough

hisownworkandnotfrom familymoney.Heliveshislifeaccording

tosociety'snorms-bothprofessionallyandpersonally.Hespends

agreatdealofhistimeathomeinhisstudy,avoidinggeneral

visitorsandinteractingverylittlewithhischildren.Infact,hesees
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himselfprimarilyasresponsibleforthefinancialwelfareofhis

family and as a guardian forhis wife.Torvald is particularly

concernedwithmorality.Healsocancomeacrossasstiffand

unsympathetic.Still,thelastactoftheplaymakesveryclearthathe

dearlyloveshiswife.

Dr.Rank

DrRankisafriendofthefamilyofTorvaldaswellashis

physician.Heissickfrom consumptionofthespine(tuberculosis

ofthespine)asaresultofa venerealdiseasecontractedbyhis

father.HeconfesseshisdesireforNorainthesecondActanddies

inthethirdAct.

Mrs.ChristineLinde

MrsLindeisanoldschoolmateofNora's.Sheisawidow.She

comesbackintoNora'slifeafterlosingherhusbandandmother.

ShesuccessfullyasksNoratohelphersecureajobatTorvald's

bank.Ultimately,shegetsmarriedtoKrogstad.

NilsKrogstad

NilsKrogstadisamanfrom whom Noraborrowsmoneytopay

forherfamily’striptoItaly.HeisanacquaintanceofTorvald'sand

anemployeeatthebankwhichTorvaldhasjusttakenover.Heis

alsoalawyerandmoneylenderKrogstadwasinvolvedinawork
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scandalmanyyearspreviously;asaresult,hisreputationistainted

becauseheoncecommittedaforgery.Whenhisjobatthebankis

threatenedbyTorvald,heblackmailsNoratoensurethathedoes

notloseit.Dr.RankcallsKrogstad"morallydiseased."

Ivar,Bob,andEmmy

TheseareNora'syoungchildren.Theyspendlittletimewith

theirmotherorfather:theyaremostlywiththeirnurse,Anne.Inthe

play,thechildrenspeakno individualizedlines;theyare"Three

Children."IbsenfacilitatestheirdialoguethroughNora'smouth.

Anne

Anneisthefamilynurse.SheraisedNoratooaftershe(Nora)

losthermothertodeath.ShestayedontoraiseNora'schildren.

NoraisconfidentthatshecanleaveherchildreninAnne'scare.She

gaveupherowndaughterto"strangers."

Helen

HelenisahousemaidemployedbytheHelmers.

Porter

TheporterbringsintheChristmastreeattheverybeginning.

Nora'sfather

 Althoughhenevermakesaphysicalpresenceduringtheplay,

Nora's father's influence is feltthroughoutits course.Torvald
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repeatedly brings up his loose morals and pastscandals to

comparethem toNora.

ABOUTTHETITLE

JustbeforeNoraleavesherhushandandchildrenattheendof

theplay,shehasthefollowingtosaytoherhusband,Torvald:"Our

homehasbeennothingbutaplayroom.Ihavebeenyourdoll-wife."

Itisthereforenottoohardtoguesswheretheplay'stitlemight

havecomefrom.TorvaldhasnevertreatedNoraasanythingmore
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thanaplaything.Headmiresherbeauty.Hegetshertodancefor

him.Heevendressesherupincostumes.Ineffect,sheishisdoll.

Thehometheyliveinseemsperfectandpicturesque,butinreality

itisjustliketheHelmers'marriage:allforshow.

Noraadds,"athomeIwaspapa'sdoll-child."Shehasnever

beenanythingbutaman'splaything.Everyhouseshe'severlivedin

hasbeenjustasartificial;firstherfather’shouse,andnow her

husband’shouse.

NowondertheplayistitledADoll’sHouse!

TONE

Inthebeginning,theplayseemstobebiasedtowardNora.We

aredefinitelyinclinedtosympathizewithher.Itisveryhardtobeon

Torvald'sside.From hisreactiontowardNoraforeatingmacaroons,

weknowthatheisoverbearing.Hisdemeaninglittle petnames for

Norafurtherconfirm this.

Torvald,however,redeemshimselfintheendwiththelastline,

"Themostwonderfulthingofall?"Thelineseemstoindicatethat
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heisheadingtowardthesamespiritualawakeningasNora. 

Thismakesusmovefrom seeingNoraasTorvald'sprisonerto

seeingthat all thecharacters,Torvaldincluded,havebeenprisoners

insomeway.

In the end,the tone ofthe playbecomesmore objective.

Sympathycanbefoundforallitscharacters.Hencetheplaycanbe

saidtoendwithaserious,intenseandsombertone.

SETTING

Settingcanbediscussedfrom threedimensions:Geogaphical,

historicalandsocialsetting.

Geographicalsetting

Thisreferstotheplaceorlocationwheretheeventsintheplay

aretakingplace.IntheplayADoll’sHouse,theeventstakeplacein

TheHelmers'LivingRoom.Thedwellingcontainscomfortableand

stylishfurnitureandsuchitemsasachinacabinet,abookcasewith

well-bound books,and a piano on carpeted floor—allofwhich
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demonstrateastablefinancialsituation.Onabroaderlevel,itis

assumedthattheeventstakeplaceinNorwayinEurope;however

there are no references to anything speciallyNorwegian.This

assumptionismadebecausethatiswhereIbsenwasbornand

raised.

Historicalsetting

Thisreferstothetimeinhistorywhentheeventsintheplay

tookplace.TheeventsinADoll’sHousetookplaceinTheVictorian

Era,presumablyaroundthelate 1870s.Duringthistime,gender

roleswereverystiffandclearlyoutlined.Womenwereexpectedto

be submissive to theirhusbands;husbands were expected to

dominate.Women raised the children; men wentoutto work.

Anyone who challenged these deeplyentrenched values faced

someseriousconsequences.Thischargedatmosphereofgender

divisionwasthereasonthattheplaybecamesuchaphenomenon.

Socialsetting

Socialsettingreferstothekindofasocietyinwhichtheevents

intheplayaretakingplace.Theplayinvolvesamiddle-classsociety

offamilyandfriendswhoarereelingunderthepressureofstrict

Victorianvalueswhicheventuallyresulttoconflicts.
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STRUCTURE

HenrikIbsen's ADoll’sHouse isdividedintothreeacts.Ibsen

followedtheform ofa well-madeplay.Featuresofawell-madeplay

includeincreasing suspensebymethodicalplotting,introducing

pasteventsearlyonandunravelingasecret,whichleadstothe

climaxoftheplay.

Theplaycircumventsthroughfourmajorstages:

1.Majorconflict - Nora’sstrugglewith Krogstad,whothreatensto

tellherhusbandaboutherpastcrime,incitesNora’sjourneyof

self-discovery and provides much ofthe play’s dramatic

suspense.Nora’sprimarystruggle,however,isagainstthe
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selfish, stifling, and oppressive attitudes of her

husband, Torvald,andofthesocietythatherepresents.

2.Rising action - Nora’s first conversation with Mrs.Linde;

Krogstad’svisitandblackmailingofNora;Krogstad’sdelivery

oftheletterthatlaterexposesNora.

3.Climax - TorvaldreadsKrogstad’sletteranderuptsangrily.

4.Fallingaction - Nora’srealizationthatTorvaldisdevotednotto

herbuttotheideaofherassomeonewhodependsonhim;her

decisiontoabandonhim tofindindependence.
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SYNOPSIS

NoraHelmeroncesecretlyborrowedalargesum ofmoneyso

thatherhusband,TorvaldHelmer,couldrecuperatefrom aserious

illnessinItaly.Shenevertoldhim ofthisloanandhasbeensecretly

payingitbackinsmallinstallmentsbysavingfrom herhousehold

allowance.Herhusbandthinkshercarelessandchildlike,andoften

callsherhisdoll.

Whenheisappointedbankdirector,hisfirstactistorelievea

manwhowasoncedisgracedforhavingforgedhissignatureona

document.Thisman,NilsKrogstad,isthepersonfrom whom Nora

hasborrowedhermoney!Itisthenrevealedthatsheforgedher

father'ssignatureinordertogetthemoney.

KrogstadthreatenstorevealNora'scrimeandthusdisgrace

herandherhusbandunlessNoracanconvinceherhusbandnotto

firehim.Noratriestoinfluenceherhusband,buthethinksofNora
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asasimplechildwhocannotunderstandthevalueofmoneyor

business.Thus,whenTorvalddiscoversthatNorahasforgedher

father'sname,heisreadytodisclaim hiswifeeventhoughshehad

doneitforhim.

Laterwhenallissolved,Noraseesthatherhusbandisnot

worthherloveandsheleaveshim.

PLOTSUMMARYANDANALYSIS

ACTI

SUMMARY

TheplayopensonthedaybeforeChristmas.Norareturns

home from shopping;although her husband is expecting a

promotionandpayrise,hestillcriticizesherexcessivespending.In

response,Noraplaysaroundwithherhusbandasachildmight,and,

indeed,Torvaldaddressesherashemightachild.Hehandsher

moremoneybutonlyafterhavingcriticizedherspending.Their

relationship compareswith thatofa daughterand fatherand,

indeed,isexactlyliketherelationshipNorahadwithherfather.

Earlyinthisacttheaudienceisawarethattherelationshipbetween

theHelmersisbasedondishonestywhenNoradeniesthatshehas

eatenmacaroons,knowingthatherhusbandhasforbiddenherto

doso.
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Noraisvisitedbyanoldfriend,ChristineLinde.Mrs.Lindetells

Norathatshehashadsomedifficultproblemsandislookingfor

employment.NoraconfessestoMrs.Lindethatshe,too,hasbeen

desperateandrevealsthatshehadbeenforcedtoborrow money

severalyearsearlierwhenherhusbandwasill.Themoneywas

necessarytofinanceatripthatsavedherhusband’slife,butNora

forgedherfather’ssignaturetosecuretheloanandliedtoTorvald

thatherfatherhadgiventhem themoney.Thus,shehasbeen

deceivingherhusbandforyearsassheworkedtorepaytheloan.

ShetellsthisstorytoMrs.Lindetodemonstratethatsheisanadult

who is capable ofboth caring forherfamilyand conducting

business.Unfortunately,Nora’ssecretisknownbyKrogstad,an

employeeatTorvald’sbank.AfteraconfrontationwithKrogstad,

TorvalddecidestofireKrogstadandhireMrs.Lindeinhisplace.

KrogstadthreatensNora,tellingherthatifheloseshisjobhe

willexposeherearlierdishonesty.Forherpart,Noracannotbelieve

thatforgingherfather’ssignature-anactthatsavedherhusband’s

life-couldleadtoaseriouspunishment.Still,sheisconcerned

enough to plead with Torvald on behalfofKrogstad.Torvald

refusesto reconsiderfiringKrogstadandforbidsNorato even

mentionhisname.
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ANALYSIS

TheHelmers’houseisdecoratedtastefully,showingtheyare

relatively well-off.Nora’s happiness as she returns with the

Christmasshoppingrevealsthatsheenjoysbothspendingmoney

anddoingnicethingsforherhusbandandchildren.Atthesame

time,itwillsoonbecomeclearthateatingthemacaroonsisanact

ofdeceitanddisobedience,asshehasbeenforbiddenbyTorvald.

Torvald’snicknamesforNorasuggestthathethinksofher

almostasachildorapet.Thisimpressionisemphasizedwhen

Nora hides the macaroons,like a mischievous child afraid of

gettingcaught.Torvald’sparent-likeattitudeishighlightedbythe

wayhetalkstoNoraaboutmoney,implyingthathethinksshe'snot

intelligentenoughtobefinanciallyresponsible.

Nora’shappinessshowssheenjoysperformingtheroleofa

wifeandmother.Atthesametime,herrequestformoneytobuy

somethingforherselfsuggestsshewantstobeallowedtomake

decisionsforherself.ButTorvaldclearlydoesn’ttrustNorawiththe

money.

EventhoughTorvaldandNoraappeartobeinlove,Torvald

doesnottrusther,andNoraonherpartdoesn’thesitatetolieto

him;shewaseatingmacaroonsearlier.
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MoneyiscentraltoTorvaldandNora’shappiness.Torvald’s

emphasisontheirnewprosperitysuggestshowimportantmoneyis

tohim aswell.

Mrs.Lindehasbeenvisiblychangedbyherlifeexperiences.

Nora’shappinessinthelasteightyearshasleftherremaining

girlishlyinnocentandnaive,whereasMrs.Lindeseemsmucholder.

Mrs.Linde’sdecisiontotravelalonewasunusualforwomenatthe

time,andNora’sadmirationofher“courage”suggestsadesirefor

independence.Mrs.Linde’s status as a widow adds to the

impressionthatsheismucholderthanNora.

InthispartoftheplayNoraischildishlyimpolite.Mrs.Lindeis

obviouslyinabadsituationfollowingthedeathofherhusband,yet

insteadoflisteningtoherNorabeginstoinsensitivelyboastabout

herandTorvald’sgoodfortune.Herspeechalsoshowsthatshe

believesmoneyleadstofreedom andhappiness.

Mrs.Linde’sstoryshowshow difficultitwasforwomento

survivewithoutthefinancialsupportofmen.Theneedformoney

effectivelyforcedhertomarryherhusband,andafterhisdeathher

struggleto supportherfamilyhighlightstheobstacleswomen

facedinearningareasonableincome.

Both Mrs.Linde and Nora have strange and suspicious
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reactionstoKrogstad’sarrival.ThuswhenKrogstadclaimsheis

hereon“routine”businessmatters,wearetemptedtobelievethere

ismoretothestory.

Here,KrogstadrevealsmoreaboutNora’sdeceitfulnature;not

onlydidshelietoTorvald(andeveryoneelse)aboutwherethe

moneyforthetriptoItalycamefrom,butshealsocommitted

forgery,anillegalact.Hethreatenstorevealthesecretunlessshe

doeshim aparticularfavour.Noraisterrifiedtothepointthatshe

evenseemstobegoingmad.

ACTII

SUMMARY

Mrs.LindestopsbytohelpNoraprepareforacostumeball.

NoraexplainstoMrs.LindethatKrogstadisblackmailingherabout

theearlierloan.AfterNoraagainbegsTorvaldnottofireKrogstad,

herhusbandsendsKrogstadanimmediatenoticeofhisdismissal.

Noraisdesperateanddecidestoaskhelpfrom Dr.Rank,afamily

friend,foraloantoclearKrogstad.Beforeshecanaskhim forhis

help,Dr.RankmakesitobviousthatheisinlovewithherandNora

decidesthatbecauseofthisitwouldbeunwisetoaskhishelp.

KrogstadvisitsNoraonceagainandthistimeleavesaletterfor
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TorvaldinwhichNora’sdishonestyisrevealed.TodivertTorvald’s

attentionfrom theKrogstad’sletterinthemailbox,Noraengages

him tohelpwithherpracticeofthedancesheistoperform,the

tarantella.Finally,NoraasksTorvaldtopromisethathewillnot

readthemailuntilaftertheparty.

ANALYSIS

Intheopeningofthesecondact,thestrippedChristmastree

notonlyshows thattime has passed,butalso symbolizes a

negativeshiftfrom the joyofChristmastoasenseofruinand

chaos.Nora’sobsessionincheckingtoseeifanypersonorletter

hasarrivedandassurancesthatnoonewillcomefortwodays

givesasenseoftimerunningoutandimpendingdisaster.

Noracannotthinkofanythingelsebuthersecretandthe

possibilityofsomeonefindingout.Shetriestooccupyherselfwith

theclothesbutisunableto.

Astheplayprogresses,itbecomesmoreandmoreclearhow

possessiveTorvaldis.Nora’sprideatsayingDr.Rankis“her”friend

suggestsshedoesn’treallyhavemanyfriendsnow thatsheis

married.NorabelievesthatthereasonthatTorvaldissocontrolling

isbecauseheissoinlovewithher.

Noraseemsincreasinglydesperateandcrazed.Hermutterings
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toherselfwhensheisaloneshow theeffectthatconcealingher

secretinfrontofothersishavingonher.ShelieseasilytoDr.Rank,

showinghownaturallyinghasbecometoher.

NoraflirtswithDr.Rankinaveryprovocativemanner.When

sheteaseshim withthestockings,thisisaveryexplicitsexual

gesture.Herpromisetodanceforhim likewisebetraysadisregard

fortheboundariesofhermarriageandadelightindisplayingher

femininityandsexuality.

NoraisalmostaskingDr.Ranktohelpwithkeepingthesecret

ofthedebtfrom Torvald,butsheisstoppedbyhisconfessionof

love.Theconfessionchangesherview ofDr.Rankcompletely.

Wherebeforesheperhapsthoughtflirtationwasharmless,thefact

thatDr.Rankseemstogenuinelyloveherbecomestoomuchto

handle,andsheretreatsinaratherchildlikeway.

Krogstadisdeterminedtokeephispositionatthebank,tothe

extentoflackingetiquetteforNora,whichshowsheisdesperate.

Meanwhile,Noramustcoverhertractsinfrontofeveryone—even

themaid—henceincreasingherisolation.

ACTIII

SUMMARY

Inthisact,itisrevealedthatKrogstadhadyearsearlierbeenin
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lovewithMrs.Linde.Atthebeginningofthisacttheyagreeto

marry,and Krogstad offers to retrieve his letterfrom Torvald.

However,Mrs.LindedisagreesandthinksthatitistimethatNorais

forcedtoconfrontthedishonestyinhermarriage.Aftertheparty,

the Helmers return home and Torvald opens the letterfrom

Krogstad.WhileTorvaldreadsitinhisstudy,Norapicturesherself

asdead,havingcommittedsuicidebydrowningintheicyriver.

Torvaldinterruptsherfantasybydemandingthatsheexplainsher

deception.

However,herefusestolistenandisonlyconcernedwiththe

damagetohisownreputation.Torvald’sfocusonhisownlifeand

hislackofappreciationforthesufferingundergonebyNoraserve

to open hereyesto herhusband’sselfishness.She had been

expectingTorvaldtorescueherandprotecther,andinsteadheonly

condemnsherandinsiststhatsheisnotfittobeamothertotheir

children.

Atthatmomentanotherletterarrivesfrom Krogstadtellingthe

HelmersthathewillnottakelegalactionagainstNora.Torvaldis

immediatelyexcitedandiswillingtoforgettheentireepisode.But

havingseenherhusbandrevealedasself-centered,egoisticand

hypocritical,Noratellshim thatshecannolongerliveasadolland
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expressesherintentiontoleavethehouseimmediately.Torvald

begshertostay,buttheplayendswithNoraleavingthehouse,her

husband,andherchildren.

ANALYSIS

Here,Mrs.Linderadicallydisruptsthecourseofeventsinthe

play.WhileitwouldhavebeeneasierforhertoaskKrogstadtoget

hisletterback,therebyensuringthatlifebetweentheHelmerswent

onasnormal,Mrs.Linde’sbeliefinhonestytriumphsoverher

promisetoNora.ThisfinallybenefitsNora,asTorvald’sbehaviour

whenhereadstheletterallowshertoseetherealityofhersituation

andthatshenolongerwantstoremaininhermarriage.

InthisactitisclearthatTorvaldisthinkingofNorafarmoreas

apossessionthathecandisplayinordertoimpressotherpeople

thanarealpersonwithherownthoughtsandfeelings.Tohim,Nora

wasatthepartymerelytoperform fortheenjoymentofhim and

others,nottohaveagoodtimeherself.

Nora’sbitternesstowardMrs.Lindebecauseshedidnotget

Krogstadtoretrievethelettershowsthatshehascutherselfoff

evenfrom herclosefriendsinherobsessionwiththesecretofthe

debt.Allthehopeandinnocenceseemstohavedrainedoutofher,

andshehasbecomeamuchmoreserious,graveperson.
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InhisspeechweseethatTorvald’sloveanddesireforNorais

revealedtobecosmetic,ratherthananappreciationforwhom she

trulyisasaperson.Hetalksabouthissexualdesireforherwithno

consideration ofwhethershe is feeling the same wayatthe

moment;indeed,whenshetellshim thatshedoesn’twanttobe

withhim thatnight,hedismissesherfeelingsbysayingshemust

beplayingagame.Inremindingherthatheisherhusband,Torvald

issuggestingthattheirmarriagemeansNoradoesnothavethe

righttorefusesexwithhim,acommonlyheldbeliefatthetime.

Noraispreparingtokillherself,perhapstheultimatesymbolof

self-sacrifice.Herwhisperingmurmursonthestagesuggestthat

sheisbecomingmad.

ThroughoutthiswholesectionoftheplayTorvaldonlythinks

ofhimselfanddoesn’tpausetoconsiderthewayNorahasbeen

andwillbeaffectedbyKrogstad’sthreats,orthatNoradidwhatshe

didpurelyoutofloveforhim.

Norahasevidentlyundergoneatransformationbothvisually

andinthewayshespeakstoTorvald.Forthefirsttime,sheis

addressinghim asanequalanddemandingthathetreatsherwith

respectbylisteningandnotinterrupting.

Finally,Noraconductswhatcanbeconsideredanunofficial
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divorceceremony.AlthoughTorvalddoesn’twanthertogo,thefact

thatheagreestogiveherhisringandnottowriteortrytohelpher

showsthathefinallyrespectsherwishesand abilityto make

decisionsforherself.

CHARACTERS,CHARACTERIZATIONANDROLE

NORAHELMER

NoraHelmeristheprotagonistorthemaincharacterorthe

heroineintheplay. Stillayoungwoman,sheismarriedto Torvald

Helmer andhasthree children.Noraisbyfarthemostinteresting

characterintheplay.Herwholelifeisaconstructofsocietalnorms

andtheexpectationsofothers.
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CHARACTERTRAITS

1.Impulsiveandaspendthrift

-Inherfirstmomentsonstage,weseehergivetheporteranoverly

generoustip.

-ShecomesinwithtonnesofChristmaspresents,andshrugsatthe

ideaofincurringdebt.

-UnbeknowntoTorvald,Noraborrowedmoneysothattheycould

affordayear-longtriptoItaly.

2.Loving

-Noraborrowedmoneysothattheycouldaffordayear-longtripto

Italy.DoctorssaidthatTorvaldwoulddiewithoutit—butthathe

shouldn'tknowhowbadhisconditionwas.

-NorabringshomelotsofChristmaspresentsforeverybodyinher

house.

-Sheplayshide-and-go-seekwithherkids.

3.Independentandfarsighted

-Inthepast,Norawasalwaysapassivechild-likepossessionwho

followedTorvald'sorders,buttowardstheendoftheplay,sheisan

independentadultandisabletodominateTorvald.

4.Wiseandintelligent

-Norauseswisdom andintelligencetoconfrontanemergency.She
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forges herfather’s signature in orderto secure a loan from

Krogstadsoastosaveherhusband’slife.

-Norarealizesthatherunderstandingofherself,herhusband,her

marriage,andevenhersocietywasallwrong.Shedecidesthatshe

cannolongerbehappyinherlifeandmarriage,andresolvesto

leaveTorvaldandherhomeinordertofindasenseofselfand

learnabouttheworld,anewlyempoweredwomanboldlyescaping

theoppressiveclutchesofheroldlife.

-Nora has been leading a double life. She has not been

thoughtlesslyspendingtheirmoney.Rather,shehasbeensavingto

payoffasecretdebt.

5.Childlike,immature,ignorantandwhimsical

-Shehappilyacceptsthepetnames"littlelark","littlesquirrel",and

"LittleMissExtravagant"thatherhushandcallsherwithoutany

opposition.Infactsheseemstoenjoyandevenplayintoit.

-ThematuritylevelNoraexhibitsdemonstratesthattherelationship

betweenTorvaldandNoraismorelikefatheranddaughterthan

husbandandwife.

6.Irresponsibleandreckless

-Herfirstactonstageispayingtheporter.Thoughhisserviceonly

costs50-p,shegiveshim ahundred.Thecasualwayinwhichshe
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givesittohim isindicativeofherirresponsibility.Shehandshim the

hundredandbeforehecanthankher,shedecidesinthemiddleof

thetransactionthatsheisnotpatientenoughtowaitforchange.

-Sheforgesloandocumentstoraisemoneyforanexpensivetripto

Italy.Evenifthedocumentswerenotforged,Noradidnothaveany

meanstorepaytheloananyway.

-Shehasneverspentserioustimewithherhusbandofnearlya

decade,andisalwaysdumpingherchildrenonthenurserather

thanbondingwiththem herself.

7.Dishonestanddeceitful

-ShefalselyblamesMrs.Linde forsmugglingforbiddenmacaroons

intothehouse.

-She has been eating macaroons,something she has been

forbiddenbyherhusband,despiteherpromisesoftotalobedience

tohim.

-Atthebeginningofhermarriage,shesecretlyborrowedmoney

from NilsKrogstad andforgedherfather’ssignatureinorderto

financeatriptoItalythatwasnecessarytosaveTorvald’slife.

8.Unfeeling

-SheblamesMrs.Linde forsmugglingforbiddenmacaroonsinto

thehouse.Thoughsheisjusttryingtohideherindiscretions,she
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doesnotcarewhom shehurtsintheprocess.

9.Materialistic

-Sheisalwaystrying to makeherselfhappybybuying things:

dresses,toys,candyetc.,ratherthandoinganythingmeaningful

withherlife.

-Sheisinfatuatedwiththeacquisitionofpossessions.

10.Decisive,resoluteandindependent-minded

-Attheendoftheplay,itbecomescleartoNorathat“[she]had

beenlivingalltheseyearswithastrangeman,and[she]hadborn

him threechildren”.Thisrealizationforcesherintotherealworld

andsheceasestobeadoll.Attheendoftheabovestatement,she

adds“Oh,Icannotbeartothinkofit!”

-Shetellsherhusband,"Ourhomehasbeennothingbutaplayroom.

Ihavebeenyourdoll-wife,justasathomeIwaspapa'sdoll-child."

Intheend,Norahasasortofspiritualawakening.Shewalksout

intothenightalonebut,forperhapsthefirsttimeinherlife,she's

onthepathtobecomingafullyrealized,fullyindependenthuman

being.

-Shedecidestodesertherfamilytogoonaquestofpersonal

enlightenment.

-The act of concealing the ill-gotten loan signifies Nora's
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independentstreak.Sheisproudofthesacrificeshehasmade.

AlthoughshesaysnothingtoTorvald,shebragsaboutheractions

withheroldfriend, Mrs.Linde.

-Noraisindependentenoughtonegotiatetheloantomakeher

family’sholidaypossible,andoverthecourseoftheplay,Nora

emergesasafullyindependentwomanwhorejectsboththefalse

unionofhermarriageandtheburdenofmotherhood.

11.Manipulative

-Attheendoftheplay,NoraseatsTorvaldatthetableandexplains

hersituationtohim.Shedoesnotlethim speakuntilshehas

finishedwhatshewantstosay.

-Otherexamplesofmanipulationarehavinganannytakecareof

her children,having Mrs. Linde repair her dress,behaving

seductivelyaroundDr.Rank,whiningatTorvaldtogetmoney,and

mostimportantlyconvincingKrogstadtooverlookthesimilarity

betweenherpenmanshipandher"father's".

12.Selfish

-ShedoesnotwanttoforgiveTorvald.Shewouldratherstart
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anotherlifethantrytofixherexistingone.

13.Adreamer

-Untilshecomestotherealizationthatherlifeisasham,she

spendsherwholelifeinadream worldinwhichshedoesnottake

anythingseriously.

-Inherdream world,Noratakesabackseatapproachtolifeand

becomeslikeanobject,reactingtoother’sexpectationsratherthan

advancingherself.

14.Trustingandnaïve

-ShetrustedthatKrogstadwouldnotblackmailherandittherefore

comesasarudeshockwhenhedoesso.

-Untilshecomestotherealizationthatherlifeisawaste,she

spendsherwholelifeinadream worldofnaivity.Inthisdream

world,Noradoesnottakelifeseriously,anattitudethatledtomany

oftheplot’scomplications.

-ShebelievesthatTorvaldlovesherenoughtotakeallblameupon

himself,butsheismistaken.Whensherealizesthatheismore

concerned with appearances and respectability than with her

happiness,shedecidestoleavehim andfindherownwayinlife.
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-She naively thought that Torvald would selflessly give up

everythingforher.Whenhefailstodothis,sheacceptsthefact

thattheirmarriagehasbeenanillusion.Theirfalsedevotionhas

beenmerelyplayacting.Shehasbeenhis"child-wife"andhis"doll."

15.Determined

-WheneverNorawouldprymoneyawayfrom Torvald,shewould

reservehalfofittorepaythedebt,determinedtoclearitallonefine

day.

-Shewassodeterminedtosaveherhusbandthatshecommitted

fraudtodoso.

16.Harworking

-Shehasbeensecretlyworkingoddjobstopaybackthedebt.

17.Corageous,bold,daringandtenacious

-Tosaveherhusbandfrom poorhealth,shecommittedfraud.She

valuedloveoverthelaw.

-ShecourageouslyconfrontsTorvaldaboutthedemeaningwayhe

treatsherattheendoftheplay.

-Sheslammedthedooronherhusbandassheleft.

-Althoughshehasbeenforbiddenfrom eating macaroonsbyher

husband,shestilldoesitanywaydespiteherpromisesoftotal

obediencetohim.
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18.Calculating

-She is blackmailed by Krogstad,so she begs Torvald to let

Krogstadkeephisjob.

-SheflirtswithDr.Rankinthehopeofborrowingmoneyfrom him.

-ShegetsChristineto go and talkto Krogstad onherbehalf

regardingthewithdrawaloftheletter.

-ShedancesthetarantellatodistractTorvaldfrom themail.

19.Principledandfirm

-Shedecidesagainstborrowingfrom Rankwhenherevealsthathe

isdyingandisinlovewithher.

-SherejectsTorvald'sdrunkenadvancesaftertheparty.

20.Secretive

-ShehasnevertoldTorvaldwherethemoneyfortheirtriptoItaly

camefrom,ashispridewouldsuffer.

-Sheisalsohidesherthoughtsandactionsfrom herhusbandeven

whenthereisnorealbenefitindoingso.

21.Suicidal

-Shecontemplatescommittingsuicideinordertoeliminatethe

dishonourshehasbroughtuponherfamily.

22.Rebellious

-Sheeatsmacaroonseventhoughshehasbeenforbiddenbyher
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husband.

ROLE

1.Advancementoftheplot-Noraisthecentralcharacterinthe

playaroundwhom theplaycirculates.Asaresultofherborrowing

moneyfrom Krogstad,theconflictintheplayisbornasKrogstad

triestoblackmailherwiththatsecret,inordertomakeNora’s

husband,Torvald,toallow him keephisformerjobatthebank.

WhenTorvaldrefuses,Krogstadsendshim alettertoinform him

aboutNora’sindebtedness.Torvald’sreactiontothisletternotonly

betrayshistruenature,butalsoleadstoNoraleavinghim andher

childrentoseekindependenceandfreedom.

2.Developmentofthemes-Norahelpsindevelopingthemessuch

asloveandmarriage,womenandfeminity,liesanddeceit,money

andmaterialism,thesacrificialroleofwomen,parentalandfilial

obligations,theunreliabilityofappearances,genderroles,individual

vs.society,growthanddevelopmentandbetrayal

3.Revealingcharactertraitsofothercharacters-Norahelpsin

revealingthecharactertraitsofothercharacters.Forexampleshe

helpsin revealing Torvald asselfish and egoistic,naïve,strict,

loving,hypocriticalandhardworking.Throughher,welearnthat

Krogstadwasononehand,viciousandruthless,butontheother
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hand,mercifulandforgiving.DrRank’sfriendlybutimmoralnature

is revealed through Nora.Mrs Linde traitorous nature is also

revealedthroughNora.

4.Enhancing style – Nora helps in enhancing the style of

symbolism (throughthesymbolsliketheChristmastree,tarantella,

thedolls,macaroons),dramaticirony,foreshadow,etc.

TORVALDHELMER

Torvald Helmer isalawyerwho atthestartoftheplayhas

recentlybeenpromotedtoBankManager.Heismarriedto Nora

Helmer,with whom he has three children.He does notseem

particularly fond ofhis children,even once saying thattheir

presencemakesthehouse“unbearabletoanyoneexceptmothers.”

Hisbestfriendis Dr.Rank,whovisitshim everyday.

1.Lovingandaffectionate

-HelovesandisveryaffectionatetowardsNora.Thatiswhyhe

showersherwithendearmentslike"Mylittleskylark","Mylittle

squirrel",“Mylittlesingingbird,”“Myprettylittlepet,”“Mylittle

sweet-tooth,” and “My poor little Nora.” and "Little Miss

Extravagant."Witheveryterm ofendearment,theword“little”is

alwaysincludedtoshowaffection.

-HisdespairasNoraexitsattheveryendoftheplaysuggeststhat,



isabokemicah@gmail.com

Novels,UpdatedICT,KASNEB,College,HighSchool,PrimaryNotes&RevisionKits 0714497530 38

despitehispatronizingandunjusttreatmentofher,Torvaldreally

doesloveNora.

2.Generous

-HetreatsNoragenerously,givingherextramoneywhensheasks

forit.

3.Proud

-Typicalofmanycontemporaryheads-of-the-family,heisaproud

specimenofamiddle-classhusband.

4.Morallyupright

-HeseesKrogstadasirredeemablymorallytainted,andhence

decidestogivehisjobtoMrsLinde.

-Heiskeenlyconcernedwithhisplaceandstatusinsocietyand

wouldn’tallowanybodytothreatenhisreputation,includinghisown

wife.

5.Selfish

-HeconsidersNoramerelyasanornamentedsexobjectinsteadof

anequalpartnerintheirmarriageandthemotherofhischildren.

-Hemaintainsamorousfantasiestowardhiswife:hedressesher

asaCaprifishergirlandencourageshertodanceinordertoarouse
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hisdesires.

-Attheendoftheplay,NoraimaginesthatTorvaldwilldefendher

honourandnotallow KrogstadtoblackmailtheHelmers.Nora

imaginesthatTorvaldwouldsacrificehisownreputationandfuture

to saveher,butTorvald tellsherthathewould notmakethe

sacrifice,shatteringNora'sdream world.Atthispointitbecomes

cleartoherthatshehadbeenlivingalltheseyearswithastrange

man,andshehadbornhim threechildren.

-Heplannedtocopewiththescandalresultingfrom blackmailby

strippingNoraofherspousalandmotherlyduties,butwouldkeep

herinthehouseforappearancesake.

-Heisoverlyconcernedwithhisplaceandstatusinsociety,andhe

allows his emotions to be swayed heavily by the prospectof

society’srespectandthefearofsociety’s scorn.

6.Hardworkinganddiligent

-Hespendsagreatdealofhistimeathomeinhisstudyworking,

avoidinggeneralvisitorsandinteractingverylittlewithhischildren.

Infact,heseeshimselfprimarilyasresponsibleforthefinancial

welfareofhisfamilyandasaguardianforhiswife.

7.Dictatorial,authoritarianandpatronizing

-HerestrainsNorawithrules,muchasafatherwouldhavetoinhibit
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achild,forbiddingherfrom eatingmacaroonsandothertemporal

pleasures.

8.Manipulative

-HeinsistsonNorawearingthefishgirlcostumeforthetarantella.

ThecostumeanddancearepartofTorvald'sfantasyofgazing

uponNorafrom acrosstheroom atapartyandpretendingthatshe

issomethingexotic.TorvaldmadeNoratakeonaforeignidentity;

heusedherasadoll.

9.Unforgiving

-Whenhefindsoutaboutthedebt,hefailstoforgiveheruntilheis

surethathisreputationissafe.

10.Heartlessandunfeeling

-Attheendoftheplay,Torvaldseemsuntroubledandevenalittle

relievedatthethoughtofDr.Rank’sdeath.

-WhenhefindsoutaboutNora’ssecretdebt,heinstantlyturnson

heruntilheconfirmsthathisreputationissafe.

-HisheartlessandunfeelingnaturemakesNoranottotellhim the

truthaboutherloan,andDrRanknottotellhim abouthisimminent

death.

11.Conservativeandtraditional

-Torvald'sfocusonstatusandbeingtreatedassuperiorbypeople
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like Nils Krogstad points athis obsession with reputation and

appearances.

-Hehasstraightforwardandtraditionalbeliefsaboutmarriageand

society.

-WhenNoratellshim sheisleavinghim,Torvaldatfirstreactsby

callinghermadandsayingsheisactinglikeastupidchild.

-Heisunabletocopewiththedisagreeabletruthsoflife.

-However,hecanbesaidtobeflexiblebecausewhenherealizes

how resoluteNoraisinherdecision,heoffersto changeand

desperatelysearchesforawaytomakeherchangehermind.

12.Shallowandvain

-Heisincapableofunderstandinghiswifeorofproperlyreturning

herlove.

13.Hypocriticalandself-righteous

-Thoughheregardsherashiswife,heneverconsidersheranequal

partnerintherelationship.

-Manytimesthroughouttheplay,Torvaldcriticizesthemoralityof

othercharacters.HetrashesthereputationofKrogstad,oneofhis

lesser employees. He speculates that Krogstad’s corruption

probablystartedinthehome.Torvaldbelievesthatifthemotherof

ahousehold isdishonest,thensurelythechildrenwillbecome
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morallyinfected.HealsocomplainsaboutNora’slatefather.When

TorvaldlearnsthatNorahascommittedforgery,heblamesher

crimeonherfather’sweakmorals.

-InthebeginningofActThree,afterdancingandhavingamerry

timeataholidayparty,TorvaldtellsNorahow muchhecaresfor

her.Heclaimstobeabsolutelydevotedtoher.Heevenwishesthat

somecalamitywouldbefallthem sothathecoulddemonstratehis

steadfast,heroicnature.

Ofcourse,amomentlater,suchanopportunityarises.Torvaldfinds

theletterrevealinghow Norahasbroughtscandalandblackmail

intohishousehold.Noraisintrouble,butTorvaldfailstocometo

herrescueashehadpromised.

14.Naïve

-Throughouttheplay,Torvaldisoblivioustohiswife’scraftiness.

Whenhediscoversthetruthattheend,heisoutraged.

ROLE

1.Advancementoftheplot–Torvaldisalsoamajorcharacterin

theplaywhoplaysaninstrumentalroleinthedevelopmentofthe

plot.Itisasaresultofhisillnessandthesubsequentone-yearstay

inItalythatcausedNoratogetintoadebttrapwithKrogstad.When

herefusestoreinstateKrogstadtohisformerjobatthebank,he
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intensifiestheconflictbecausethismakesKrogstadtosendhim a

letterexposinghiswife’ssecret.Thefactthatheatfirstrefusesto

forgiveherleadstoNora’ssuddendiscoverythathewasaselfish,

egoisticman.Shehasnoalternativebutleavehim andherchildren

toseekindependenceandfreedom.

2.Developmentofthemes-Torvaldalsohelpsindevelopingthemes

suchasloveandmarriage,pride,honour,respectandreputation,

money and materialism,parental and filial obligations,the

unreliabilityofappearances,genderroles,individualvs.society,and

betrayal

3.Revealingcharactertraitsofothercharacters-Torvaldhelpsin

revealingthecharactertraitsofothercharacters.Forexamplehe

helpsinrevealingNoraasimpulsiveandspendthrifty,childlikeand

immature,irresponsible and reckless,dishonestand deceitful,

manipulative,calculatingandtraitorous.Throughhim also,welearn

thatKrogstadwasunscrupulous,viciousandruthlessbutmerciful

andforgiving.

4.Enhancingstyle–Torvaldhelpsinenhancingthestyleofimagery

throughhispetnamesforNorasuchas"Mylittleskylark","Mylittle

squirrel",“Mylittlesingingbird,”“Myprettylittlepet,”“Mylittle

sweet-tooth,”and“MypoorlittleNora.”Healsoenhancesthestyle
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ofsymbolism likehisinsistencethatNorashouldwearthedancing

costume,simileslikewhenhesayshewillprotecther“likeahunted

dove,”dramaticirony,verbalirony,hyperbole,etc.

MRSCHRISTINELINDE

Mrs.LindeisanoldschoolfriendofNora's.Sheisawoman

whosemarriagewasloveless,andbasedonaneedforfinancial

security,andwhodoesn’thaveanychildren.SheandKrogstadhad

beeninlovebefore,buthewastoopoortosupportherfamily.She

arrivesintowninsearchofajobinordertoearnmoneyandsurvive

independently.

CHARACTERTRAITS

1.HonestandTruthful

-ShetellsKrogstadthatNoramusteventuallyconclude,throughher

ownsufferings,thattheonlywayoflifewhichcansurvivecrisesis

onebasedontruthfulrelationships.

-Shebelievesverydeeplyin honestyand stopsKrogstad from

takingtheletterhewroteto Torvaldback,therebyensuringthat

TorvaldfindsoutaboutNora’ssecret.

-Sheinsiststhat,“Helmermustknow everything.Thisunhappy

secretmustcomeout!”Eventhoughshehasthepowertochange

Krogstad’smind,sheusesherinfluencetomakecertainthatNora’s
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secretisdiscovered.

2.Harworking

-Towardstheendoftheplay,sheexplainsto Krogstad thatshe

findsjoyandmeaninginwork.

-Sheworkedhardtosupportherhelplessmotherandtwoyounger

brotherssincethedeathofherhusband.

3.Independent-minded

-Shearrivesintowninsearchofajobinordertoearnmoneyand

surviveindependently.Inthisway,sheisafairlymodernwoman.

4.Traitorous

-ShestopsKrogstadfrom takingtheletterhewroteto Torvaldback,

therebyensuringthatTorvaldfindoutaboutNora’ssecret,which

seemslikebetrayaltoherfriendNora.

5.Coservativeandtraditional

-ShetellsbothKrogstadand Nora thatsheismiserablewithout

otherpeopletotakecareof,therebyfittingintothetraditionalrole

ofwomenascaretakersandnurturers.Itisthisconvictionthat

causeshertomarryKrogstadtowardstheendoftheplay.

6.Selfishandmaterialistic

-Sheended up marrying anothermaninorderto haveenough

moneytosupportherdyingmotherandyoungbrothers.Apparently,
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Krogstadwastoopooratthistimetomarryher.ThisleftKrogstad

lostandembittered,unhappyinhisownmarriage,andispresented

asthereasonbehindhismoralcorruption.

7.Resilient

-Shehaslivedanindependentlifeasasingleworkingwoman.She

hasstruggledfinanciallyandnowthatshehasnoonetolookafter,

shefeelsempty.

ROLE

1.Plotdevelopment-sheletstheaudienceknowtheinnerthoughts

oftheprotagonist.Shehasamajoreffectoneventsthathappenin

theplay.

2.RevealscharactertraitsofNora and Krogstad -Mrs.Linde

functionsasaconvenientdevicefor exposition.SheentersActOne

as an almostforgotten friend,a lonely widow seeking a job

from Nora’shusband.However,Noradoesnotspendmuchtime

listeningtoMrs.Linde’stroubles.Ratherselfishly,Noradiscusses

howexcitedsheisaboutTorvaldHelmer’srecentsuccess.Through

MrsLinde,Noralaunchesintoadramaticexplanationofallher

secretactivities(obtainingaloan,savingTorvald’slife,payingoff

herdebt).MrsLindethereforefunctionsastheprimarymeansby

whichtheaudiencelearnsofNora’ssecretandhercharactertraits.
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SheisthefirstcharactertoseethatNoraisnotachild.

3.Developsthemes-sheintroducesthethemeofdeception.

ThroughMrs.Linde,NorarevealsthatshehasliedtosaveHelmer’s

lifeandthereforedeceivedhim withhercleverness.

3.Enhancesstyle-sheforeshadowshowNorawillconfrontabitter

futureafterlearningthathermarriageisbasedondeceptionby

recountinghowshedeniedherrightstoloveandself-determination

bymarryingforfinancialsecurity.

DRRANK

Dr. Rank is a medical doctor who is best friends

with Torvald and Nora,whohevisitseveryday.Hesuffersfrom

spinaltuberculosis;aconditionhebelieveswascaused byhis

father’s vices,which included having extramaritalaffairs and

consumingtoomuchluxuriousfoodanddrink.Heisunmarriedand

lonely,andoverthecourseoftheplayitisrevealedthatheisinlove

withNora.

CHARACTERTRAITS

1.Friendlyandloyal

-Noraexplainshow shealwaysfeelsateasearound Dr.Rank

becausehedoesnothaveanyexpectationsordemandsofher.

-HevisitstheHelmerseveryday.
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2.Immoral

-ItisrevealedthatheisinlovewithNora,hisbestfriend’swife.

4.Courageous

-Heisunconcernedwithwhatothersthinkofhim.

-Hehasacceptedhisfateandhisimpendingdeath.

5.Cynical

-Herejoiceswhenhefindsoutthathisillnessisterminal,and

insiststhatneitherTorvaldnorNoravisitshim inhisdyingdays.As

hepredicted,heisnotparticularlymissedbytheothercharacters.

6.Trusting

-HetrustsNoracompletely.Herefrainsfrom tellingTorvaldofhis

imminentdeathbecauseitistoo"ugly"anideaforhim totolerate,

buthedoestellNora,anindicationofthebondbetweenthem.He

talkswithherabouthiscomingdeathinacodethatexcludes

Torvaldandprotectshim from theharshreality.

7.Hypocritical

-DrRankisnotasstraightforwardasheappears.Hisrealmotivefor

visitingtheHelmersisthatheisinlovewithNora.

8.Realistic

-Onthesubjectofthecostumeparty,Dr.RanksuggestedthatNora

shouldgoasherselfandthatTorvaldshouldbeinvisible.Underthe
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surface,RankissuggestingthatNorashouldnotbeadoll.Withan

invisiblechaperon,Norawouldnotbedominatedbyafigureplacing

anidentityoverher.

ROLE

-ToprovideamusementforNoraasachangefrom thetiresome

rulesofTorvald,justassheusedtoseektheconversationofthe

maidsasarefreshingchangefrom thestrictnessofherfather.

-Dr.Rank adds to the sombermood ofthe play;he is not

essentiallyusefultotheconflict,climax,orresolution.

NILSKROGSTAD

NilsKrogstad Krogstadisanemployeeatthebankatwhich

Torvaldismademanager.HeleantNorathemoneytotakeTorvald

toItalytorecuperate.Heis,atleastatthebeginning,themain

antagonist:EverythingisgoingwellfortheHelmersuntilKrogstad

entersthestory.Knowntotheothercharactersasunscrupulous

anddishonest,heblackmails Nora,whoborrowedmoneyfrom him

withaforgedsignature,afterlearningthatheisbeingfiredfrom his

jobatthebank.Inthepast,hetoocommittedthecrimeofforgery,
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anactthathedidnotgotoprisonforbutthatnonethelessruined

hisreputationandmadeitextremelydifficulttofindarespectable

job.

CHARCTERTRAITS

1.MorallyCorrupt

-Inthepast,hetoocommittedthecrimeofforgery,anactthat

ruinedhisreputation,thoughhedidnotgotoprison.Butitmadeit

extremelydifficultforhim tofindarespectablejob.

-Hewasonceinlovewith KristineLinde,whoendedupmarrying

anothermaninordertohaveenoughmoneytosupportherdying

motherandyoungbrothers.ThisleftKrogstadlostandembittered,

unhappyinhisownmarriage,andispresentedasthereasonbehind

hismoralcorruption.

-Torvald,who sees Krogstad as irredeemably morally tainted,

decidestogivehisjobtoMrsLinde.

2.Merciless,viciousandcallous

-AtfirsthetreatsNorawithoutmercywhendemandinghismoney.

Hearguesthatnomercyhasbeenshowntohim inlife

3.Unscrupulousanddishonest

-HeblackmailsNorawiththethreatofexposingherindebtedness

unlessshetalkedherhusbandTorvaldintogivinghim backhisjob
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atthebank.

-UnlessNorapersuadesTorvaldtokeepKrogstadinhisjob(he

laterextendsthistoapromotion),hewilltellTorvaldaboutherloan

andherforgeryofherfather'ssignature.

4.Forgivingandremorseful

-AtfirsthetreatsNorawithoutmercyonthebasisthatnomercy

hasbeenshowntohim inlife;however,afterMrs.Lindeandhe

decidetomarry,hebecomeshappierandrescindshisthreatsto

Nora,sayingheregretshisbehaviour.

-HeremoveshisthreatstotheHelmersandsendsNora'sbond

backtoher,relinquishinghispoweroverher.

-Afterengaginginaconversationwithhislostlove,thewidowMrs.

Linde,theyreconcile,andonceagaintheirromanceisreignited,

Krogstadnolongerwantstodealwithblackmailandextortion.He

isachangedman!

-AlthoughMrs.Lindesuggeststhatheshouldleavethefirstletterin

themailboxsothatNoraandTorvaldcanfinallyhaveanhonest

discussion aboutthings,he laterdrops offa second letter

explainingthattheirsecretissafeandthattheIOU istheirsto

disposeof.

-Hehasbeentryingtoremakehislifeafterhavingmadeearlier
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mistakes.

-Although he hasbeen labeled ascorruptand “morallysick,”

Krogstadhasbeentryingtoleadalegitimatelife.Hecomplains,

“ForthelasteighteenmonthsI’vegonestraight;allthetimeit’s

beenhardgoing.Iwascontenttoworkmywayup,stepbystep.”

ThenheangrilyexplainstoNora,“Don’tforget:it’shim whois

forcingmeoffthestraightandnarrow again,yourownhusband!

That’ssomethingI’llneverforgivehim for.”

-Heisoneofseveralexamplesintheplayofapersonbeingforced

into morally questionable action as a resultofthe rigid and

unmercifulforcesofsociety.

5.Lovingandresponsible

-AssoonasMrsLindetellshim thatshehasalwayslovedhim and

askshim toresumetheirrelationship,herevealshimselfasamore

loving,joyfulandmercifulcharacter.

-Inmattersconcerninghischildren,wefindthetruemeasureofthe

man.NilsKrogstadisagoodfatherandisnotafraidofdoing

whateverittakestomakesurehisfamilyissecure.

-Despitethefinancialstrainthathefoundhimselfunderasasingle

parentNilsKrogstadstillbroughtuphistwoboysasbesthecould.

-AlthoughattimesKrogstadisvicious,hismotivationisforhis
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motherlesschildren,thuscastingaslightlysympatheticlightonhis

otherwisecruelcharacter.

6.Hardworkingandresilient

-Hereisamanwhoisasingleparentoftwoboyswhoistotally

unsupportedbythesocietyheexistsin.Hehasbeendealtmany

blowsbylife,firstbyMrs.Lindewhorejectedhim onfinancial

groundsmanyyearsago,andthenbythedeathofhiswife.Hehas

toworkmultiplejobstosupporthimselfandhisfamily;bydayheis

alowlybankclerkandbynightheisamoneylenderandheeven

findstimetowriteforapaper.

8.Frankandsincere

-When Mrs.Linde proposestheyresume theirold relationship,

Krogstadremainstruthfulandmakessuresheisawareofhispast

deedsaswellaswhatpeoplethinkofhim.Heevenmakessureshe

knowsabouthiscurrentdealingswiththeHelmer’s.

ROLE

1.He advances the plot-Krogstad initiates the conflict by

attempting to blackmail Nora Helmer.He servesasa catalyst.

Basically,heinitiatestheactionoftheplay.Hesparkstheflamesof

conflict,andwitheachunpleasantvisittotheHelmerresidence,

Nora’stroublesincrease.Infact,sheevencontemplatessuicideas
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ameansofescapinghistorments.

2.Developsthemes-Krogstadhelpstodevelopthethemesoflove

andmarriage,pride,honour,respectandreputation,moneyand

materialism,parentalobligationsandindividualvs.society.

3.Revealscharactertraitsofothercharacters-Throughhim weare

abletoknowthatNoraissecretiveanddeceitful,andMrsLindeis

traitorousandmaterialisticforleavinghim whenhewaspoor.

NURSEMAID

Sheisanursetoboth Nora andNora's children.Hernameis

AnneMarie.Thenursemaidisanexampleofawomaninbad

circumstancesforcedtodoanythinginordertosurvive.

CHARACTERTRAITS

1.Kind

-Shewasforcedtogiveupherownchild,whoitissuggestedwas

bornoutofwedlock.

2.Reliableandresponsible

-WhenNorafirstthinksofleaving,sheconsidersthefactthather

childrenwillberaisedbythenursemaidand,rememberingwhata

goodmotherthenursemaidhadbeentoher,decidesthatshe
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wouldalsoraiseNora’schildrenwell.

3.Immoral

-Shegavebirthtoababyoutofwedlock,

4.Irresponsible

-Shehadtogiveupherownchildinordertotakeupherpositionas

thenursemaidattheHelmers.

5.Self-sacrificial

-Shehadtogiveupherownchildinordertotakeupherpositionas

thenursemaidattheHelmers.Norafinallyleavesherchildreninher

care,believingthattheywillbebetteroffthantheywouldbewith

her.

ROLE

1.Developing themes-Shehelpsto develop thethemeofthe

sacrificialroleofwomenbygivingawayherchildtostrangersso

thatshecouldconcentrateonherjob.

IVAR,BOB,ANDEMMY

TheseareTorvaldandNora'syoungchildren.Raisedprimarily

byAnne,theNurse(andNora'soldnurse),thechildrenspendlittle

timewiththeirmotherorfather.ThetimetheydospendwithNora

consistsofNoraplayingwiththem asifshewerejustanother

playmate.Thechildrenspeaknoindividualizedlinesintheplay;they
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are"ThreeChildren."TheirdialogueisfacilitatedthroughNora's

mouth,andtheyareoftencutentirelyinperformance.

CHARACTERTRAITS

1.Playful

-Theyaskedtheirmothertoplaychildgameswiththem andthey

playedhide-and-seek.

2.Insistent

When their mother showed reluctance to participate in the

children’sgame,theyinsisteduntilshegavein.

3.Loving

-Theylovedtheirmotherdearlyandwouldhavewantedtospend

moretimewithherandtocontinueplayingchildren’sgameswith

them.

ROLE

1.TobringoutthecharacterofNoraasalovingmother. She

showersthem withChristmasgiftsandevenplayschildrengames

with them.When Nora laterrefuses to spend time with them

becauseshefearsshe maymorallycorruptthem,sheactsonher

beliefthatthe qualityofparenting stronglyinfluencesa child’s

development.
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HELEN

AhousemaidemployedbytheHelmers.

CHARACTERTRAITS

1.Humble

-SheanswersNorawithalotofhumility.

2.Hardworking

-Shedoesherworkdiligently.

PORTER

ThisistheporterwhobringstheChristmastreetotheHelmers

houseattheverybeginningoftheplay.

CHARACTERTRAITS

1.Obedient

-HeobedientlydeliverstheChristmastreetotheHelmershouse.

2.Grateful

-HethanksNoraforthetipthatshegiveshim.

3.Honest

-Hehonestlystateshischargeswithoutexaggerating and was

alreadygivingherbackthechangewhenshetoldhim tokeepit.

NORA’SFATHER 

ThoughNora’sfatherisdeadbeforetheactionoftheplay

begins,thecharactersrefertohim throughouttheplay.Thoughshe
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clearlylovesandadmiresherfather,Noraalsocomestoblamehim

forcontributingtohersubservientpositioninlife.

CHARACTERTRAITS

1.Manipulative

-HemanipulatedNoratodoaccordingtohiswishesandwhims.

Shecomplainsthatherfatherandherhusbandbothtreatedherlike

adoll.

2.Immoral

-Torvaldcriticizeshim ashavingbeenamorallycrookedmanwho

engagedincorruptdeals.

3.Insensitive

-ThewayhetreatedNorawastooinsensitiveforafathertotreat

hisdaughter.
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THEMES

MARRIAGEANDLOVE

Atthebeginningoftheplay,NoraandTorvaldappeartobe

veryhappilymarried,eventothemselves.Noratalksjoyfullyabout

herloveforTorvald,andTorvaldreferstoNorausingaffectionate

petnames.AtfirsttheHelmersseem happy,butoverthecourseof

theplay,theimbalancebetweenthem becomesmoreandmore

apparent.

Theirlovingmarriagestandsincontrastswiththelivesofthe

othercharacters.Forexample,themarriageof Krogstad and Mrs.

Linde wasbasedonnecessityratherthanlove,andwereunhappy.

Dr.Rank, ontheotherhand,wasnevermarried,and itislater

revealedthathehassilentlylovedNoraforyears.

YetalthoughNoraandTorvald’smarriageisbasedonlove(as
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opposedtonecessity,aswasthecasewithKrogstadandMrs.

Linde),itisstillgovernedbythestrictrulesofsocietythatdictated

therolesofhusbandandwife.ItisclearthatNoraisexpectedto

obeyTorvaldandallowhim tomakedecisionsforher.

AtfirstitseemsthatNoraandTorvaldbothenjoyplayingthe

rolesofhusbandandwifeinawaythatisconsideredrespectable

bysociety.However,NorasoonrevealstoMrs.Lindethatshe

secretlyborrowedthemoneyfrom KrogstadbehindTorvald’sback,

andthereforehasalreadybrokenboththelaw andtherulesof

marriageatthetime.Thiscreatesadilemma:Norabroketherules

ofmarriage,yetdidsoinordertosaveherhusband’slife—atrueact

oflove.

Bytheend,themarriagebreaksapartduetoacompletelackof

understanding.NoraHelmer,the“doll”wife,realizesaftereight

yearsofmarriagethatshehasneverbeenapartnerinhermarriage.

Atthe play’s conclusion,she leaves herhusband in orderto

establishanidentityforherselfthatisseparatefrom heridentityas

awifeandmother.

Themainmessageof ADoll'sHouse seemstobethatatrue

marriageisajoiningofequals.Theplaycentresonthedissolution

ofamarriagethatdoesn'tmeetthesestandards.
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Thereisalotoftalkaboutlovein ADoll'sHouse.Throughout

theplaywehearofandseemanydifferentformsoflove:familial,

maternal,paternal,andfraternal.Romanticloveevenblossomsfor

twoofthesecondarycharacters,namelyKrostadandMrsLinde.

However,forthemaincharacters,theHelmers,trueromanticlove

iselusive. Theyfinallydiscoveredthattrueloveneverexisted

betweenthem.

WOMENANDFEMININITY

Nora has often been painted as one ofmodern feminist

heroines. Overthecourseoftheplay,shebreaksawayfrom the

dominationofherdictatorialhusband,Torvald.Alsothroughoutthis

play,thereisconstanttalkofwomen,theirtraditionalroles,andthe

pricetheypaywhentheybreakwithtradition.

WhenA Doll̓sHousewaswrittenin1879,awifewasnot

legally permitted to borrow money without her husband̓s

permission.Onherweddingday,awomantransferredfrom living

undertheauthorityofherfathertounderthatofherhusband.

Povertyhadalreadyforcedwomenintotheworkplaceearlyin

thenineteenthcentury,andtheNorwegiangovernmentpassedlaws

protectingandgoverningwomen'semployment.Bythemiddleof
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the19thcentury,Norwegianwomenwerepermittedinheritance

rightsandtherighttoaneducation.Butmanyoftherightsprovided

to women favoured the lowereconomic classes.Employment

opportunitiesforwomenwerelimitedtolowpayingdomesticjobs,

teaching,orclericalwork.Middleclasswomen,such asNora,

noticedfew ofthesenew advantages.Itwastheinstitutionof

marriageitselfthatrestrictedthefreedom ofmiddleclasswomen.

Universalwomenrightswereeventuallyachievedin1913,making

NorwaythefirstcountryinEuropetohaveequalvotingrightsfor

menandwomen.

PRIDE,HONOUR,RESPECTANDREPUTATION

Themencharactersin ADoll'sHouse areobsessedwiththeir

reputations.Somehavegoodnamesintheircommunitiesandwill

doanythingtoprotectit;othershavelosttheirgoodnameandwill

doanythingtogetitback.

Honour

Honouris ofextremely importantto Torvald;itis what

motivateshisbehaviour.Earlyintheplay,hisvalueforhonouristhe

reasonhegivesforsackingKrogstad,claimingthatbecausehe

oncedisplayedalackofhonour,itmeansthatKrogstadisforever
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dishonoured.Whenhelearnsofhiswife’smistake,Torvald’sfirst

andforemostconcernisforhishonour.Hecannotappreciatethe

sacrificethatNorahasmadeforhim;heisonlyconcernedwithhow

societywillreacttohisfamily’sshame.ForTorvald,honourismore

importantthanfamilyandfarmoreimportantthanlove;hesimply

cannotimagine anyone placing love before honour.Thisissue

bringsouttheglaringdifferencebetweenNoraandTorvald.

Pride

Likehonour,prideisanotherqualitythatTorvaldupholds.Heis

proudofNorainthesamewayoneisproudofanexpensiveorrare

item orpossession.Whenherscandalthreatenstobeexposed,

Torvald is very fearfuloflosing his public pride.Instead of

acceptingNorawithhermisperfections,Torvaldinsteadrejectsher

whensheismostinneedofhissupport.Hisprideinhimselfandin

hispossessionsblindshim toNora’sworthandvalue.Noraisleft

withnochoicebuttoleaveTorvald.Onlywhenshehasmadethe

decisiontoleaveTorvalddoesshebegintodevelopprideinherself.

LIESANDDECEIT

Thetensionthatrunsthroughout ADoll'sHouse comesfrom

Nora'sfearofhersecretbeingdiscovered.Hergreatterrorbeing
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exposedleadshertotellalieafteralie.When herweboflies finally

reachesaclimax,hermarriageprovestooweaktobearthestrain.

Atthebeginningoftheplay, Nora appearstobeadutifully

obedientandhonestwife,howeveritisquicklyrevealedthatsheis

hiding a serious secretfrom herhusband—the factthatshe

borrowedmoneyfrom Krogstad tofinanceatriptoItalythatshe

claimssaved Torvald’slife.Thisconfirmsthatallherstatements

aboutneverdisobeyingorhidinganythingfrom him werenothing

butdeceitful.Whensherevealsherdishonestyto Mrs.Linde,Mrs.

LindeinsiststhatsheoughttoconfesstoTorvaldimmediately,

insistingthatamarriagecannotsucceedwhenhusbandandwife

arenotcompletelyhonestwitheachother.

ButNora is notalone in telling lies and being deceitful.

Krogstadisalsorevealedtohavecommittedaforgery.Thefruitsof

theiractsofdeceptionaredevastating:Krogstad’sreputationis

ruined,andNoraisforcedtoleaveherhusbandandfamilyatthe

endoftheplay.

ItshouldhoweverbenotedthatthemotivationbehindNora’s

dishonestywaslove—sheliedinordertosaveherhusband’slife.

Furthermore,she wouldn'thave been deceitfulifitweren’tfor

societallaw dictating thatwomen were notallowed to handle
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financialmattersindependently.ThereforeNora’sdeceitwasnot

theresultofapersonalflaw,butratheranattempttocommita

nobleactofsavingherhusband’slifethatwentawry.

Dr.Rankalsocomesoutasdeceitfulanddishonest.Hehas

beendeceivingbothNoraandTorvaldforyearsaboutthedepthof

hisfeelingsforNora.Onlywhensheattemptstoseekhisfinancial

helpdoesNorafinallyseebeneaththesurfacetothedoctor’sreal

feelings.Hehasbeenlustingforhisbestfriend’swifeallthose

years.Noraissoshockedtodiscoverthisthatsheautomatically

decidesnottoaskDr.Rankforfinancialassistance.

Torvald,whohasbeendeceivedthroughoutmostoftheplay,is

finallyrevealed in the finalactto be the one mostguiltyof

deception.HehasdeceivedNoraintobelievingthathelovedand

cherishedher,whileallthewhilehehadregardedheraslittlemore

thanhisproperty.

MONEYANDMATERIALISM

Throughouttheentireplayeveryoneistalkingaboutmoney,as

ifitwasagod.Astheentireissuestartsoveradebt,theplay

revolvesaroundmoneyandwhohasitaswellaswhodoesnot

haveit.Itisaprevailingthemeduetothat.
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From theverybeginningoftheplay,moneyisacentraltheme.

Intheveryfirstscene,Noragivestheporteronekrone,tellinghim

to“keepthechange”,thusindicatingarelaxedattitudetomoney

andspending.ThenextscenewithTorvaldalmostentirelyrevolves

aroundthesubjectsofmoney,spendingandborrowing,withNora

portrayed as a spendthrift.Torvald has very strong views on

borrowing and debt.He says that,“Nora!Justlike a woman.

Seriouslythough,Nora,youknow whatIthinkaboutthesethings.

No debts!Neverborrow!There’s always something inhibited,

somethingunpleasant,aboutahomebuiltoncreditandborrowed

money.”

Aneedformoneyaffectsallthemajorcharactersin ADoll’s

House.Inthebeginningoftheplayitisrevealedthat Torvald was

recentlypromotedandwillreceive“abigfatincome.”However,he

stillcriticizesNora foroverspending,arguingthattheyneedtobe

cautious financially. Mrs.Linde is in desperate need ofa job

followingthedeathofherhusband.Krogstad’sreplacement atthe

bankleaveshim threateningtorevealNora’ssecretinordertoget

hisjobbackbecausehefearshewilllosehissourceofincome.

Indeed,thebankworksasasymbolforthepervasivepresenceof

moneyinthecharacters’lives.
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Throughouttheplay A Doll'sHouse,thecharactersspenda

gooddealoftimetalkingabouttheirfinances.Somearesaidtobe

doingquitewellfinancially,andsomehavethepromiseoftheir

financesimprovinginthefuture.Othersarestrugglingtomake

endsmeet.Eitherway,eachcharacter'sfinancialstatusseemsto

beadefiningfeature.

Intheplay,moneysymbolizesthepowerthatthecharacters

haveoveroneanother.Inthefirstact,Torvald’sabilitytodictate

how muchNoraspendsonChristmaspresentsshowshispower

overher.Ontheotherhand,thedebtthatNoraowesKrogstad

allowshim tohavepoweroverherandTorvald.BothNoraandMrs.

Lindecannotearnlargeincomesbecausetheyarewomen;their

inabilitytoaccesssignificantamountsofmoneyshowsthepower

thatmenhaveoverthewomeninthissociety.

Itisalsoclearthat,whileearningmoneyleadstopower,itcan

alsobedangerous.Forinstance,evenifmoneyactualizedNoraand

herfamily’striptoItaly,thedebtsheowedKrogstadsoonbecamea

sourceofterror,dread,andshame.Thethrillofobtainingmoney

soonbecameanightmareforher.

Krogstadisamoneylender,andmoney(orlackofit)hashada

majoreffecton his life.We learn thatMrs Linde ended her
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relationship with him manyyears ago because ofhis lack of

financialsecurity,choosing to marry a richer man instead.

ThroughouthislifeKrogstadhasbeenpoor,strugglingtosupport

hisfamily,anditisthisdependencyonfinancialincomethatleads

him toblackmailNorainanattempttokeephisjobatthebank.Mrs

Linde̓slifehasalsobeendirectlyaffectedbymoney,orlackofit.

Herlatehusband̓sbusinesscollapsed,leavingherwithnothingto

liveon,andsincethenshehashadtoworkhardtosurvive.

DrRank is the only main characterwho appears to be

comfortablefinancially,havinginheritedmoneyfrom hislatefather.

However,althoughheisfinanciallycomfortableheisterminallyill,

referringtohisbodyasbeing“bankrupt”.

Torvaldinparticularfocusesonmoneyandmaterialgoods

ratherthanpeople.Hissenseofmanhooddependsonhisfinancial

independence.Hewasanunsuccessfullawyerbecauseherefused

totake"unsavorycases."Asaresult,heswitchedjobstothebank,

wherehewillprimarilybedealingwithmoney.Forhim,moneyand

materialism maybeawaytoavoidthecomplicationsofpersonal

contact.

THESACRIFICIALROLEOFWOMEN

In ADoll’sHouse, Ibsenpaintsableakpictureofthesacrificial
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roleheldbywomenofalleconomicclassesinhissociety.

Inordertosupporthermotherandtwobrothers,Mrs.Linde

founditnecessarytoabandon Krogstad,hertruebutpoorlover,

andmarryaricherman.

Thenannyhadtoabandonherownchildtosupportherselfby

workingasNora’sandlaterasNora’schildren’scaretaker.Asshe

tellsNora,thenannyconsidersherselfluckytohavefoundthejob,

sinceshewas“apoorgirlwho’dbeenledastray.”

ThoughNoraiseconomicallyadvantagedincomparisontothe

play’sotherfemalecharacters,sheneverthelessleadsadifficultlife

becausesocietydictatesthatTorvaldbethemarriage’sdominant

partner.TorvaldissuesrulesandlooksdownonNora,andNora

musthideherdebtfrom him becausesheknowsTorvaldwould

neveracceptthe idea thathis wife had helped save his life.

Furthermore,shemustworkinsecrettopayoffherloanbecauseit

isillegalforawoman to obtain aloan withoutherhusband’s

permission.

Nora’sabandonmentofherchildrencanalsobeinterpretedas

anactofself-sacrifice.DespiteNora’sgreatloveforherchildren,

asseeninherinteractionwiththem andhergreatfearofcorrupting

them,shechoosestoleavethem.Noratrulybelievesthatthenanny
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willbeabettermotherandthatleavingherchildrenisintheirbest

interest.

Allthethreewomenintheplayhavemadesomekind of

personalsacrificeintheirlivesinordertofulfilltheroleswhich

society expects ofthem.Nora,besides risking herdignity by

borrowingmoneyonbehalfofherfamily,shealsohassacrificedall

herownopinions,thoughtsandideasandadoptedTorvald̓sviews

asherown.Besidesthat,shehasbeensavingeverybitofmoney

shehadandworkingoddhoursofthenighttorepayKrogstad.And

attheendoftheplayshesacrificesherhome,familyandchildren

forthesakeofherownself-discovery.

Mrs Linde,afterherhusband̓s death,continued to make

personalsacrificesforthesakeofherfamily,takingonanywork

shecouldtosupportthem financially.

Anne-Marie,ontheotherhand,sacrificedmotherhoodfora

respectablejob,whichwasalltoocommonforyoungunmarried

mothersinthe19thcentury.

PARENTALANDFILIALOBLIGATIONS

There is a strong emphasis throughoutthe play on the

importanceofparentalandfilialresponsibility,andoftheeffect

thattheactionsofparentshaveupontheirchildren.
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Parentalobligations

Nora,Torvald,andDr.Rankbelievethataparentisobligatedto

behonestandmorally-upright,becauseaparent’simmoralityis

passedontohisorherchildrenlikeadisease.

Forinstance,Dr.Rankhasadiseasethatistheresultofhis

father’swickedness.Dr.Rankimpliesthathisfather’simmorality,

whichincludedaffairswithmanywomen,ledhim tocontracta

venerealdiseasethathepassedontohisson,causingDr.Rankto

sufferforhisfather’smisdeeds.Hetalksabouttheunfairnessof

this,ofthesinsofthefatherbeingpassedontotheson.

Torvald,ontheotherhand,talksaboutaparent̓simmorality

beingpassedontothechildrenlikeadisease.Hevoicestheidea

thatone’sparentsdetermineone’smoralcharacterwhenhetells

Nora,“Nearlyallyoungcriminalshadlyingmothers.”Hespeaks

aboutKrogstadpoisoninghisownchildrenwithliesandimmorality.

HealsorefusestoallowNoratointeractwiththeirchildrenafterhe

learnsofherdeceit;forfearthatshewillcorruptthem.

Noraisreferredtoasbeinglikeherfather,havinginheriteda

lotofhisqualities.Itisalsoofnotethatsheneverhadamother,

withAnne-Mariefulfillingthematernalroleinherlife.

Anne-Mariewasforcedtogiveawayherownchildtotakeon



isabokemicah@gmail.com

Novels,UpdatedICT,KASNEB,College,HighSchool,PrimaryNotes&RevisionKits 0714497530 72

theroleofNora̓snanny;incontrastNorachoosestoleaveherown

childrenattheendoftheplay.

Filialobligations

Filialmeanstheduties,feelingsorrelationshipswhichexist

betweenasonordaughterandhisorherparents.

The playsuggeststhatchildren too have an obligation to

protecttheirparents.Nora recognized this obligation,butshe

ignoredit,choosingtobewith,andsacrificeherselffor,hersick

husbandinsteadofhersickfather.

Mrs.Linde,ontheotherhand,abandonedherhopesofbeing

withKrogstadandundertookyearsoflabourinordertotendtoher

sick mother.Mrs Linde has fulfilled herfilialresponsibilityby

dedicatingherlifetocareforhermother,attheexpenseofherown

personalhappiness.Hermother̓sillnesshasdirectlyaffectedthe

lifeshehasledandthepersonaldecisionsshehasmade.

Ibsendoesnothoweverpassjudgmentoneitherwoman’s

decision,butusesthe idea ofa child’sdebtto herparentto

demonstratethatfamilialobligationisnotoneway–itisreciprocal.

THEUNRELIABILITYOFAPPEARANCES

Overthecourseof A Doll’sHouse, appearancesprovetobe

quitemisleadingandhidethetruerealityoftheplay’scharacters
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andsituations.OurfirstimpressionsofNora,Torvald,andKrogstad

arealllaterprovedquitewrong.

Nora,atfirst,seemsasilly,childishwoman,butastheplay

progresses,weseethatsheisintelligent,motivated,and,bytheend

oftheplay,astrong-willed,independentthinker.

Torvald,ontheotherhand,thoughheappearsasthestrong,

benevolenthusband,revealshimselfto becowardly,petty,and

selfishwhenhefearsthatKrogstadmayexposehim toscandal.

Krogstad,who initially appears to be a vicious,ruthless

blackmailer,laterrevealshimselftobeamuchmoresympathetic

and mercifulcharacter.Healso turnsoutasanearnestlover.

Indeed,theplay’sclimaxislargelyamatterofresolvingidentity

confusion—weseeKrogstadasalovingmercifulman,Noraasan

intelligent,bravewoman,andTorvaldasahelpless,sadman.

Situationstooaremisinterpretedbothbytheaudienceandby

the characters.The seeming hatred between Mrs.Linde and

Krogstad turnsoutto belove.Nora’screditorturnsoutto be

KrogstadandnotDr.Rank,astheaudienceandMrs.Lindehad

thought.Dr.RankconfessesthatheisnotjustafriendtoNorabut

insteadheisinlovewithher,toNora’sandtheaudience’ssurprise.

The seemingly ruthless Krogstad repents and returns Nora’s
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contracttoher,whiletheseeminglykindheartedMrs.Lindefailsto

helpNora,leadingtoTorvald’sdiscoveryofNora’ssecret.

GENDERROLES

ADoll’sHouse exposestherestrictedrolesofwomenduring

thetimeofitswritingandtheproblemsthatarisefrom adrastic

imbalanceofpowerbetweenmenandwomen.

Throughouttheplay, Nora istreatedlikeachildbytheother

characters. Torvald calls herhis “pet”and his “property,”and

suggeststhatsheisnotsmartorresponsibleenoughtobetrusted

withmoney.Neither Krogstad nor Dr.Rank takeherseriously,and

even Mrs.Linde callshera“child.”Noraseemsunperturbedbythe

viewsofothersabouther;evencallingherself“littleNora”and

promisingthatshewouldneverdream ofdisobeyingherhusband.

However,therearecluesthatsheisnotentirelyhappywiththe

limitedpositionshehasasawoman.Forexample,whenrevealing

thesecretofhowsheborrowedmoneytofinancethetriptoItaly,

shereferstoitasher“pride”andsaysitwasfuntobeincontrolof

money,explaining thatitwas“almostlikebeing aman.”Nora

seemstowishtoenjoytheprivilegesandpowerenjoyedbymales

inhersociety.Sheseemstounderstandtheconfinementshefaces
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simplybyvirtueofhersex.

Nora’sdissatisfactionwithherstatusasawomanintensifies

overthecourseoftheplay.InthefinalsceneshetellsTorvaldthat

sheisnotbeingtreatedasanindependentpersonwithamindof

herown.Accordingtoher,thebittersolutiontothisissueistoleave

marriedlifebehind,despiteTorvald'sbeggingthathewillchange.

Nora’sproblemsarisebecauseasawomanshecannotconduct

businesswithouttheauthorityofeitherherfatherorherhusband.

Whenherfatherisdying,shemustforgehissignaturetosecurea

loantosaveherhusband’slife.Thatsheisaresponsiblepersonis

demonstratedwhensherepaystheloanatgreatpersonalsacrifice.

Themeninthisplayhaveaveryconservativeviewoftheroles

ofwomen,especially in marriage and motherhood. Torvald,in

particular,believesthatitisthesacreddutyofawomantobea

goodwifeandmother.Moreover,hetellsNorathatwomenare

responsibleforthemoralityoftheirchildren.Inessence,hesees

womenaschildlike,helplesscreaturesdetachedfrom realityonthe

one hand,buton the otherhand as influentialmoralforces

responsibleforthepurityoftheworldthroughtheirinfluenceinthe

home.

ThemenofADoll'sHouseareinmanywaysjustastrappedby
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traditionalgenderrolesasthewomen.Themenmustbeproviders.

Theymustbeartheburdenofsupportingtheentirehousehold.

Theymustbetheundoubted kingsoftheirrespectivecastles.

Besidesprovidingfortheirfamilies,themenareobssessedbya

desiretoachievehigherstatus.Respectabilityisofgreatconcernto

bothTorvaldandKrogstad.WhenNora’sborrowingisrevealed,

Torvald’sfirstthoughtsareforhisreputation.Ontheotherhand,

Krogstadisobsessedwithachievingsuccessnow thathehas

changedhischaracter.HeintendstoonedaytakeoverTorvald’s

jobandrunthebank.

Bytheendoftheplay,thesetraditionalideasaretrulyputto

thetest.

INDIVIDUALVS.SOCIETY

Nora,a dutifulmotherand wife,spendsmostoftheplay

puttingothersbeforeherself.Shethinkslittleaboutherselftothe

extentofengaginginanactofforgeryandtakingadebtforthe

sakeofherhusband’shealth.Shedoesn’tstoptoworryabouthow

theseactionsmightimpactthelivesofherhusbandandchildren.

Evenwhensheplanstokillherselfneartheendoftheplay,itisnot

tohidehershamebutratherbecauseshethinksthatifsheisalive

then Torvald willruinhimselfintryingtoprotecther.



isabokemicah@gmail.com

Novels,UpdatedICT,KASNEB,College,HighSchool,PrimaryNotes&RevisionKits 0714497530 77

Similarly, Mrs.Lindeadmitsthat,withoutahusbandorany

familymemberstocarefor,shefeelsthatherlifeispointless.

Therefore both women find a sense ofmeaning in theirlives

throughservingothersandperformingthecaring,obedientrolethat

societyrequiresofthem.

However,Noralaterlearnsthatprioritizingherdutyasawife

andmothercannotleadtorealhappiness.Sherealizesthatwhile

shethoughtshewassacrificingherselftoprotectherlove,infact

nosuchloveexisted.ItbecomesclearthatTorvaldwouldnever

havesacrificedhisreputationtoprotecther.Shethereforedecides

toleavehim inordertodevelopasenseofherownidentity.The

playendswithNorachoosingtoputherselfasanindividualbefore

society’sexpectationsofher.

Some characters, however, are more concerned about

themselvesasindividualsratherthanthesociety.Agoodexample

isKrogstad.Throughoutmostoftheplay,itseemsthathecares

moreabouthisreputationthananythingelse.Punishedbysociety

forhisactofforgery,heisdesperatetoreclaim respectabilityinthe

eyesofothers.However,he realizesthathe willonlyachieve

happiness through truly reforming himselfand regaining the

personalintegritythathelost,ratherthantheoutwardrespectability.
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InasimilarwaytoNora,Krogstadlearnsthatsociety’sviewof

him ismeaninglessifhedoesn’trespecthimselfasanindividual.

BETRAYAL

Betrayalisathemeofthisplayinseveralways.Norahas

betrayedherhusband’strustinseveralinstances.Shehaslied

aboutborrowingmoney,andtorepaythemoneyshemustlieabout

how shespendsherhouseholdaccountsandshemustlieabout

takingoddjobstoearnextramoney.Shealsochoosestolieabout

eatingmacaroonswhichherhusbandhasforbiddenher.

Torvald betrays Nora when he rejects her pleas for

understanding.Torvald’sbetrayalofherloveisclearlyshownwhen

hedoesn’twanttounderstandthatNoratooktheloanbecauseof

his own welfare.To him,she threatened his otherwise good

reputationintheeyesofthesociety,whichwasanunforgivablesin

tohim.ThiswastherealitythatNorarequirestofinallyawaken

from;herpreviousviewaboutherhusbandandtheirmarriagewas

justbutasham.

MrsLindealsobetraysKrogstadwhensheoptstomarrya

richermanbecauseKrogstadwastoopoortohelphersustainher

sickmotherandneedysiblings.

GROWTHANDDEVELOPMENT
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InActI,Noraisportrayedasnothingmorethana“doll,”achild

whohasexchangedafatherforahusbandwithoutchangingor

maturinginanyway.Butastheplayprogressed,sherealizedthat

shehadnoidentityseparatefrom thatofherhusband.Torvald

ownedherjustasheownedtheirhomeoranyotherpossession.

Shewasfinallyforcedtofacetherealityofthelifeshewasliving.

Sherealizedinthefinalactthatifshehadtodevelopanidentityas

anadult,shemustleaveherhusband’shome.WhenNorafinally

gaveupherdream foramiracleand,instead,acceptedtherealityof

herhusband’sself-centredness,she finallytookherfirststeps

towardmaturity.Sherealizedtheinequityofhersituation;shealso

recognizedherownselfworth.Herdecisiontoleaveisadaringone

thatindicatestheseriousnessofNora’sdesiretofindandcreate

herownidentity.

THEHOME

Thefactthattheplayiscalled A Doll'sHousemeansthat

home might beaprevalenttheme.Earlyoninthetext,thehomeis

seenasathingofjoy,aplaceofcomfortandshelter.Theideaof

homeisenmeshedwiththeideaofthehappyfamily,whichthe

Helmersseem tobe.

Towardtheplay'sconclusion,however,theimbalanceofpower
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inthefamilybecomesanissue.Nowtheseeminglyhappyhomeis

revealedashavingbeenanillusion—adoll'shouse—thathidthegulf

betweentheHelmers. TheHelmers'homeisreallymoreofaprison

thanashelter.

Thetitle,ADoll'sHouse,impliesthateverythingisafaçade,an

illusion.Justlikeadollthathasaplasteredsmileonitsface,the

doll'shousehidestheproblemsinthemarriage.

STYLISTIC/LITERARYDEVICES

Stylisticorliterarydevicesaretechniques(waystodothings,

styles,orforms)thatauthorsusetogettheattentionofthereader

whichincludeplayingwithwords,creatingimagery,comparingand

contrasting,orusingmetaphors,justtonameafew. InA Doll’s

House,the authorhas used a variety ofstylistic devices,as

discussedbelow.
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SYMBOLISM

Symbolsareobjects,characters,figures,orcoloursusedto

representabstractideas orconcepts.The following are the

symbolsusedintheplay:

1.ChristmasandNewYearDays  

TheactionoftheplayissetatChristmasandNewYearseason.

ChristmasandNewYearholidaysarebothassociatedwithrebirth

andrenewalandseveralofthecharactersgothroughakindof

rebirthoverthecourseoftheplay.

BothNoraandTorvaldhaveaspiritualawakening,whichcouldbe

seenasa"rebirth."Nora'strialsandtribulationswakeheruptothe

sorrystateofhermarriage.Whenthe"wonderfulthing"failsto

happen,sherealizesshewillneverbeafullyrealizedpersonuntil

shebreaksawayfrom herhusband.Andwhensheslamsthedoor

behindher,sheisinawayreborn.

Noraisnotaloneinherspiritualawakening,however.Torvald's

lastline,"Themostwonderfulthingofall?"seemstoindicatethat

hehasalsorealizedthecompleteinadequacyofhisexistence.By

theendoftheplay,bothHelmershavebeenreborn.

Krogstad and Christinearereborn aswell.When these"two

shipwreckedpeople…joinforces,"theyeachgetafreshstartinlife.
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Both ofthem view theirrenewed love affairas a chance for

salvation.Krogstadhopesthatitwillhelpincreasehisstandingwith

thecommunity,andthatChristine'sinfluencewillmakehim abetter

person.Christine,ontheotherhand,isoverjoyedthatshewillhave

someonetocarefor.Sheonceagainhaspurposeinherlife.

NoraandTorvaldbothlookforwardtoNewYear’sasthestartof

anew,happierphaseintheirlives,anewbeginningwithnodebts.

IntheNew Year,Torvaldwillstarthisnew job,andheanticipates

withexcitementtheextramoneyandadmirationthejobwillbring

him.NoraalsolooksforwardtoTorvald’snewjob,becauseshewill

finallybeabletorepayhersecretdebttoKrogstad.Bytheendof

theplay,however,thenatureofthenew startthatNew Year’s

representsforTorvaldandNorahaschangeddramatically.They

bothmustbecomenewpeopleandfaceradicallychangedwaysof

living.Hence,theNewYearcomestomarkthebeginningofatruly

newanddifferentperiodinboththeirlivesandtheirpersonalities.

Intheendoftheplay,itresemblesnewbeginningsasalmostall

thecharactersarestartingnewlives,NoraandTorvaldseparately,

whileChristineandKrogstadtogether.

2.ChristmasTree

TheChristmastreesymbolizesNora'sroleinherhousehold.She
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isonlyadecorationtobelookedat.Herfunctioninthehousehold

isprettymuchthesameasthetree.Sheismerelydecorativeand

ornamental.ShedressesupthetreejustasTorvalddressesupher

fortheparty.It'sinterestingthatshetellsthemaidnottoletthe

childrenseethetreeuntilit'sdecorated.Thisisreminiscentof

whenshetellsTorvaldthatshecan'tbeseeninhercostumeuntil

theparty.

TheChristmastree,therefore,afestiveobjectmeanttoservea

decorativepurpose,symbolizesNora’spositioninherhouseholdas

aplaythingwhoispleasingtolookatandaddscharm tothehome.

Italsosymbolizesfamilyhappinessandunity,aswellasthejoy

Noratakesinmakingherhomepleasantandattractive.

Atthe beginning of ActTwo,the Christmas tree has been

strippedofitsornamentsandisonlyleftwithburnt-downcandle-

endsonitsdisheveledbranches.Noraisaloneintheroom,walking

aboutuneasily.Basically,Noraisamessandsoisthetree.She's

gottenthebadnewsfrom Krogstad,andasaresulthermindisjust

asdisheveledasthepoortree.

Firstofall,thetreeseemstomimicNora'spsychologicalstate.It

canbeinterpretedassymbolicofNora'sdisintegratingweboflies.

TheprettydecorationsthatNorausedtocoverupherdeceitare
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fallingaway.Soonthebare,uglytruthwillemerge.Thisrepresents

theendofNora’sinnocenceandforeshadowstheHelmerfamily’s

eventualdisintegration.

3.Macaroons

Torvald hasbanned Nora from eating macaroons.AlthoughNora

claimsthatsheneverdisobeysTorvald,thisisprovedfalseinthe

veryopeningoftheplaywhenNoraeatsmacaroonswhileshewas

aloneinthelivingroom.ThemacaroonsaresymbolicofNora’s

disobedienceanddeceit.Sheliesto Dr.Rank abouthavingbeen

givensomeby Mrs.Linde,andaftergivingherperformanceof

the tarantella asks thatmacaroons be served atdinner,which

indicatesacloserelationshipbetweenthemacaroonsandherinner

passions,bothofwhichshemusthidewithinhermarriage.

4.Thetarantella

Tarantellatakesitsnamefrom aspider,aTarantula, that,

accordingtothetheItalianlegends,bitesitsvictim mortally.The

onlywaytogetridofitspoisonistodancesoastoletthepoison

comeoutofthebodywiththesweat.Similarly,thewilddanceof

Noraisasymbolicexpressionofhertragicinner

conditionand,atthesametime,atherapeuticinstrumentthatgives

hercouragetofaceupthesuicidethatsheplanstocarryout.Nora
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dancestheTarantellaatatimewhenshehadacceleratedanxiety,

ontheborderofmadness.Sothroughthedance,herbodywas

tryingtoexpresswhatcouldntbesaidinwords

Likethe macaroons,the tarantella symbolizesasideof Nora that

shecannotnormallyshow.Itisafiery,passionatedancethat

allowsherto drop themaskoftheperfectVictorianwifeand

expressherdesperateandtragicinteriorconditionandherinner

feelings.Itisadanceofrecoveringfrom themadnessofherfate;

TarantellahasthepowertohealNora.

Afterthedance,infact,shereemergesmaturedandabletolook

deathintheeyes.

ItisimportanttonotethattherehearsalofTarantellaisthefirst

momentinwhichNoradoesn’tobeywhatTorvaldcommands.Her

repressedfeelingsarenotallowedtocomeoutinhermarriage,the

onlywayshecanexpressthem isthroughaperformance.Andher

performanceiswildandhysteric.ThroughthedanceNoraliberates

herselffrom hersexualdoll’srole,whichisatransformationfrom

anoldexistencetoanewone.

5.TheDoll’sHouse

ThetitleoftheplayADoll’sHouseisalsosymbolic.Itrepresents

somethingimpermanentorshort-lived.
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There are a few mentions of dolls early on in the play;for

example,when Nora shows Torvald thedollssheboughtforher

daughter,andsaysthatthefactthattheyarecheapdoesn’tmatter

becauseshewillprobablybreakthem soonanyway.Thisprobably

suggeststhatNoraisraisingherdaughterforalifesimilartoher

own.ItalsoforeshadowsNorabreakingupherfamilylifebyleaving

Torvald.

WhenNoraplayswithherchildrenshealsoreferstothem asher

“littledollies.”However,itisnotuntiltheendoftheplaythatthe

metaphorbecomesexplicitlyclear.NoratellsTorvaldthatbothhe

andherfathertreatedherlikeadoll,andcitesthisasoneofthe

reasonswhyshehasbecomedissatisfiedanddisillusionedwithher

lifewithhim.

6.Thedancecostume

Attheendoftheplay,NoradecidestoleaveTorvald.Thenext

thingNoradoesistochangeoutofherfancydancedress.Torvald

boughtthisdressforNoratowearatacostumepartybecausehe

wantedhertoappearasa"Neapolitanfishgirl".Asonewouldput

clothesonadoll,TorvalddressesNora.Whensheshedsthisdress,

sheissymbolicallysheddingherpastlifewithTorvaldandherdoll-

likeexistence.
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7.Dr.Rank

Dr.Rankisasymbolofmoralcorruptionwithinsociety.Hehas

beenlustingforNorasecretly.Hisillnessisissymbolicofthemoral

illnessofthesocietyasrepresentedbyhimself,Krogstadand,by

extension,Torvald.

8.MrsLinde

MrsLindeisasymbolofamodern,independentwoman.She

arrivesintowninsearchofajobinordertoearnmoneyandsurvive

independently.She perhaps also symbolizes hollowness in the

matriarchalrole.

9.TorvaldHelmer

TorvaldHelmerisasymbolofamaledominated,authoritative,

andautocraticsociety.

10.Theslammingofthedoor

The slamming ofthe doorsymbolizes the finality ofthe

relationshipbetweenTorvaldandNoraHelmer.

USEOFFIGURATIVELANGUAGE

IMAGERY

Metaphors

Ametaphorisacomparisonwithoutusingtheterms‘like’or

‘as.’HenrikIbsenusesquiteanumberofmetaphorsinA Doll’s
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House.Theseincludethefollowing:

1.Torvald’spetnamesforNora

He callsher“featherhead,”“songbird,” “squirrel”“hunted

dove...savedfrom hawk'sclaws,”and“skylark.”Whensheleaves

him,hecallshera“heedlesschild.”

Allthesemetaphorsare,on onehand,aimed atreflecting

Nora’sapparentlyinnocent,carefreenature,andontheotherhand,

theysuggestthatherhusbanddoesnotthinkofherasaproper

adultbecausesheisawoman.

Anothermetaphorisonpage3whereTorvaldsays,“howmuch

itcostsamantokeepsuchalittlebirdasyou.”Here, Torvaldis

comparingNoratoabirdbysayingthatpeoplewouldnotexpect

hertospendasmuchmoneyasshedoes.The“bird”reference

meansthatbirdsaretypicallylowmaintenance,butNoraisnot.

2.Thedoll

-InAct3,NoratellsTorvaldthatbothherfatherandTorvaldhave

treatedherlikeadoll-child,withnoopinionsofherown,andhave

onlyplayedwithher.Bothmen,shesays,havecommitted“a

greatsin”againstherin discouraging herfrom growing up.

Torvald’spetnamesforherareprefacedby“little,”showingthat

heseesherasachild.



isabokemicah@gmail.com

Novels,UpdatedICT,KASNEB,College,HighSchool,PrimaryNotes&RevisionKits 0714497530 89

3.Bigblackhat

-InAct3.Dr.RankhasacodedconversationwithNora(designed

toprotectTorvaldfrom unpleasanttruths)inwhichhesayshe

willattendthenextfancydressballwearing“abigblackhat”that

willmakehim invisible.Thisisawayofsayingthathewillbe

dead.

2.Othermetaphors

-Krogstad is labeled "morally diseased" because of the

incriminating forged bond and the forged documents that

tarnishedhisreputation.

-NoraandTorvaldcrumblingmarriageandhomearereferredto

asa"doll'shouse”tomeantheirimpermanency.

-Krogstadusesthismetaphor,"Iam ashipwreckedmanclingingto

abitofwreckage..." todescribehowhefeltwhenMrs.Lindechose

tomarryherlatehusbandinsteadofhim.Mrs.Linderepliesthat

shehadhermotherandyoungerbrotherstotakecareofandshe

neededfinancialstability,whichKrogstadcouldnotofferher.Inthis

metaphor,Krogstadmightbesuggestingthatheisstillinlovewith

Mrs.Linde.

-Torvaldreferstohiswifeashis"frightenedlittlesongbird"and

promisesherthathis"bigbroadwings"wouldprotecther.
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-ThetitleoftheplayADoll’sHouseisanextendedmetaphor.Itis

comparisonofasmalltoywiththatofaperfecthouse.Itcompares

Nora'srelationshipwitheverymaninherlifetothatofayoungchild

playingwithher,merelyaprettyplaything. 

Similes

A simileisacomparisonbyuseoftheterms‘like’or‘as.’

Similesareusedindifferentplacesinthestorytocomparecertain

necessaryideas.

Examples

-“Itwaslikebeingaman.”ThissimilewasusedbyNoratocompare

therolesheplayedinsustainingthefamilyduringtheirone-year

stayinItaly.Itmadeherfeellikeamansupportingthem forallthat

time. 

-TorvaldbragsthathewillprotectNora"likeahunteddovethat[he

has]savedfrom thetalonsofahawk."Here,hewantstoemphasize

hiscommitmentinensuringNoraofhersafety.

IRONY

Ironyisafigureofspeechinwhichwordsareusedinsucha

way thattheirintended meaning is differentfrom the actual

meaningofthewords.Itmayalsobeasituationthatendsupin

quiteadifferentwaythanwhatisgenerallyanticipated.Thereare
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three typesofironyevidentin A Doll’sHouse,namely:verbal,

situationalanddramaticirony.

Dramaticirony

Dramaticironyoccurswhentheaudienceismoreawareof

whatishappeningthanone,someorallthecharactersonstage.

Thefullsignificanceofacharacter'swordsoractionsiscleartothe

audienceorreaderalthoughunknowntothecharacter.Inother

words,theaudience'sorreader'sknowledgeofeventsorindividuals

surpassesthatofthecharacters.

Examples

-Thishappensin ADoll'sHouseneartheopeningoftheplaywhen

Noraeatsmacaroons.WhenTorvaldthenasksNoraifshehas

beeneatingsweets,sheliesandsaysshehasnot.Noraandthe

audienceknowthisisalieandsoknowmorethanTorvald,making

thisasituationofdramaticirony.

-TorvaldtellsNora,“Nodebts!Neverborrow!Thereissomething

inhibited,somethingunpleasant,aboutahomebuiltoncreditand

borrowedmoney.”Butnevertheless,shehasborrowedmoneyfrom

Krogstadwhichshehasbeenpayingforalongtimewithouthis
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knowledge.

-ThereaderisawarethatNoraborrowedmoneyfrom Krogstad

withoutherhusband'spermission.Noraalsoforgedherfather's

nametogainthemoney.Shesays,"Youdon'tknowall.Iforgeda

name."InthefollowingconversationbetweenNoraandChristineit

isclearlystatedthatTorvalddoesnotknowofNora'sactions

Mrs.Linde:Andsincethenhaveyounevertoldyoursecrettoyour

husband?Nora.Goodheavens,no!

-AnotherexampleofdramaticironyinADoll'sHouseiswhenNora

wantstopracticeadancecalledtheTarantella.WhenTorvaldgoes

tolookintheletterboxNorasays,"Torvaldpleasedon't.Thereis

nothinginthere."Thereaderknowsthereisaletterinthemailbox

thathasbeendroppedbyKrogstad.Thereaderalsoknowsthat

Norahasnotforgottenthedanceassheclaimed,shewasjust

pretending.ThereaderknowsthiswhenTorvaldgoestocheckthe

mailandNorabeginstoplaytheTarantella.Norathensays,"Ican't

danceto-morrowifIdon'tpractisewithyou."Thereaderknowsthat

allNoraistryingtodoiskeepTorvaldfrom readingthemailwhich

containsaletterfrom Krogstad. 

-DramaticironyisevidentthroughoutthetexttoindicateNora's

exitfrom hermarriagewithTorvald.Someescalatingeventshave
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happenedinthethreeactstogivecluestotheaudiencethatshe

hasalreadydecidedtoleave.

Examples:

i) NoratoNurseregardingthechildren:

Nora:Well,Anna,Iwon’tbeabletobewiththem asmuchanymore.

Nurse:Ohwell,littlechildrengetusedtoeverything.

Nora:Doyouthinkso?Doyouthinkthey’dforgettheirmotherifshe

wentawayforgood?

ii)NoratoTorvald:

Nora:“Torvald,youwillbesorryfornotlettingmestay,even

forjusthalfanhour.”

Sheknowsthattheletterisstillinthemailboxanddoesn’twant

Torvaldtofindoutaboutthecontract.

iii)NoratoMrsLinde:

Nora:“YouallthinkI’m incapableofdoinganythingserious…orof

everhavingtofacethebrutalityoflife.”

Situationalirony

Situationalirony occurs when something entirely different

happensfrom whattheaudiencemaybeexpecting,orthefinal

outcomeisoppositetowhattheaudienceisexpecting.
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Examples

-SituationalIronyispresentwhenNoraisdiscussingKrogstad’s

forgerywithherhusbandinAct1.Minutesbeforethisconversation,

KrogstadapproachedNoraaboutherownforgeryofherfather’s

signature.

-ThereisverylittlehintthatNoraisgoingtoleaveTorvalduntilthe

endoftheplay.Atthebeginningoftheplaysheactsasifsheloves

him verymuch.Notuntilshesays"Orifanything elseshould

happentome-anything,forinstance,thatmightpreventmefrom

beinghere"doesanyonethinkaboutNoraleavingTorvald.Atthe

endoftheplayshecallsTorvalda"stranger"andwalksout.

-ItisironicthatTorvaldstatesthatheawaitsthemomentwhen

Norawillbeintroublesothathecanrescueher.Wheninfactthe

truthcomesoutandTorvaldhasbeengivenhisopportunityto

rescueNora,allheisconcernedwithishisreputation.Heyellsat

her.Heinsultsherbycallingherfeatherbrain.Hescreamsather,

tellinghertogotoherroom.Heisnotinterestedinhow hecan

rescueher.Heisinterestedinhow hecangetoutofthismess

withoutruininghisgoodname.

-WhenKrogstadreturnstheIOUdocument,Torvaldexclaimsthat
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heissavedandthathehasforgivenNora.WhenNoraasksifsheis

saved,Torvald exclaimsthatshe is,ofcourse.Onlymoments

earlier,hewasfuriouswithher.Ironically,hedidnotevenconsider

thatshehadborrowedthemoneytoinfactsavehim.

-SituationalironyisalsoevidentearlieronintheplayduringNora's

chatwithMrs.Linde,whereshesays"d'youknowwhatastrokeof

luckwe'vehad?" whereshetalks,orratherbragsaboutherhusband

gettingpromotedasthemanagerofthebank.Shesays,"Tohave

nomoreworries,alloneneeds.Isn'titwonderful?"andalso"Not

justalloneneeds,butlotsofmoneytoo".Here,Noravisualizesa

happyandblissfullifewithHelmer.However,thereisironyinwhat

shesaysbecauselateronintheplay,hermaritalrelationshipwillbe

shatteredandshewillleaveherhusbandandallthe'money'that

shehadvisualized,foranuncertainfutureawayfrom Torvaldafter

realizingthattheworldshewaslivinginwasequivalenttotheworld

ofapuppet,orrather,adoll.

Verbalirony

Verbalironyoccurswhenaspeaker’sintentionistheopposite

ofwhatheorsheissaying.
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Examples

-VerbalironyispresentwhenHelmersays,"Isthatmylittleskylark

twitteringoutthere?"HeisnotreallyaskingifNoraisabird.Heis

notevensayingthatsheistwitteringlikeabird.Heisjustaskingif

itishiswife,Nora,andifsheissayingsomething.WhenTorvald

Helmersays,"Isitmylittlesquirrelbustlingabout?"hedoesnot

thinkthatNoraisasquirreleither. 

-Norahashershareofverbalironytoo.Whensheissittingdown

talkingtoMrs.Lindeshesays,"Therenow,itisburningup."The

placeisnotliterallyburningup.Thehouseisnotonfire.Noraisjust

statingthatthetemperatureinsidethehouseishot.

-WhenNoraischattingwithMrs.Linde,whereshesays"d'you

know whatastrokeofluckwe'vehad?" whereshetalks,orrather

bragsaboutherhusbandgettingpromotedasthemanagerofthe

bank.Shesays,"Tohavenomoreworries,alloneneeds.Isn'tit

wonderful?"andalso"Notjustalloneneeds,butlotsofmoneytoo."

Thereaderistemptedtothinkthatherlifeisthatofherfamilyis

onesmoothride.Butitemergesthatsheisdeepindebtandeven

hastoworkextrahoursatnightinordertokeepupwiththe

payments.

FORESHADOW
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Foreshadowingreferstocluesthatpointtoeventsthatwill

happenlater.

Examples

-Nora’searlyrebellionofeatingthemacaroonsagainstTorvald

foreshadowsherlaterrebellion

-ThewayTorvaldalwayscalledNora"Mylittleskylark","Mylittle

squirrel",“Mylittlesingingbird,”“Myprettylittlepet,”“Mylittle

sweet-tooth,”and“MypoorlittleNora.”wasaforeshadow.She

endsupsayingsomethinglike"I'm justyourlittledove”inthelater

actswhenshedecidestoleavehim.Sheacknowledgesthefact

therewasneveractuallylovebetweenthem;shewasjusthisplay

toy.Hencethenameoftheplay,"ADoll'sHouse."

-InthefollowingconversationbetweenNoraandAnne-Marie,there

isuseofforeshadow.

Nora:Well,Anna,Iwon’tbeabletobewiththem asmuchanymore.

Nurse:Ohwell,littlechildrengetusedtoeverything.

Nora:Doyouthinkso?Doyouthinkthey’dforgettheirmotherifshe

wentawayforgood?

Noraeventuallyleavesherfamily,whichwaswhysheasked

Anne-Mariehowshepossiblycouldhavedoneit.
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-Torvald'sstubbornnessaboutdenyingKrogstadthebankingjob

hascomplicatedNora’sattempttocontinuehidingherlittlesecret.

Weknow thereisgoingtobetroublelateron.Nora’ssecretis

boundtocomeout.Ibsenhasforeshadowedanironicinevitability.

 -Mrs.LindeplaystheroleofforeshadowingthefutureofNoraand

amirrortoNora’scharacter.ShedelvesintothemistakesNorawill

makeandviewsherforwhatshetrulyis.Sheisthewisewoman

whohashindsightofwhatbecomesofwomenwhospendtheir

moneyandborrow.Sheprovidesexpositiontotheplaybecause

sheistheonlyoneNoracandiscussherhistorywithwithout

consequences.TalkingtoMrs.Lindeprovidesanopportunityfor

theaudiencetounderstandNora’scharacter.

-Mrs.LindeshareswithNorathatherhusbandhaddiedandthat,

duetoherhabitsandhisunstablebusiness,shewasnowpoorand

strugglingtomakeendsmeet.Sheseemstobeforeshadowing

Nora’simpendingfate.

CONTRAST/JUXTAPOSITION

Contrastorjuxtaposition involvestwo charactersorthings

beingplacedtogetherwithacontrastingeffect.

Examples

-Thefather-daughterrelationshipbetweenNoraandherfatherand
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thatofNoraandTorvaldiscontrastedinthefinalact.Noramakes

thisconnectionthatlifewithherfatherwaslikelifewithTorvald.

Nora’sfatherwouldforcehisbeliefsonherandshewouldcomply

withthem lestsheupsethim;shewouldburyherpersonalbelief

underPapa’s.AccordingtoNora,Torvaldwasguiltyofthesame

things.Agoodexamplewashisinsistenceonherwearingthefish

girlcostumeand hisfrustration overherinabilityto grasp the

tarantella.

-KrogstadandNoraarealsocontrasted.Themorewelearnof

Krogstad,themoreweunderstandthathesharesagreatdealwith

NoraHelmer.Firstofall,bothhavecommittedthecrimeofforgery.

Moreover,theirmotiveswereoutofadesperatedesiretosavetheir

lovedones.AlsolikeNora,Krogstadhascontemplatedendinghis

lifetoeliminatehistroublesbutwasultimatelytooscaredtofollow

through.

-Dr.Rank’streatmentofNoraiscontrastedsharplywiththatof

Torvald.RankalwaystreatsNoralikeanadult.Helistenstoherand

affords hera dignity,which is definitely missing in Torvald’s

treatment.

-MrsLinde’srelationshipwithKrogstadalsoprovidesapointof

comparisonwiththatofNoraandTorvald.
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-NoraandMrsLindearealsocontrasted.WhereasMrs.Lindetook

responsibilityforhersickparentNoraabandonedherfatherwhen

hewasill.Mrs.Linde’saccountofherlifeofpovertyunderscores

the privileged nature ofthe life thatNora leads.Hersensible

worldviewcontrastssharplywithNora’ssomewhatchildlikeoutlook

onlife.

FOIL

A foil isaliterarycharacterwhocontrastsanothercharacterin

ordertohighlightcertainaspectsoftheothercharacter.

Examples

-MrsLinde’slife’sjourneyfrom independencetomarriageisafoilto

Nora'sjourneyintheoppositedirection.

-DrRankisafoiltoTorvaldinthathetreatsNoraasanintelligent

humanbeingandsheinreturnspeaksmoreopenlytohim thanshe

doestoherhusband

-Mrs.LindeisthecharacterthatreallymakesNoralookbadin

comparisonandactsasafoilforNora.Infact,youcouldarguethat

allthecharactersactasfoilsforNora.

MOTIFS

Motifsarerecurringstructures,contrasts,orliterarydevices

thatcanhelptodevelopandinform thetext’smajorthemes.
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Examples

Nora’sdefinitionoffreedom

-Nora’sunderstandingofthemeaningoffreedom recursinthe

courseoftheplay.Inthefirstact,shebelievesthatshewillbe

totally“free”assoonasshehasrepaidherdebt,becauseshewill

have the opportunity to devote herselffully to herdomestic

responsibilities.After Krogstad blackmails her,however,she

reconsidersheroutlookregardingfreedom andquestionswhether

she is happyin Torvald’s house,subjected to his orders and

commands.Bytheendoftheplay,Noraseeksanew kindof

freedom.Shewishestoberelievedofherfamilialobligationsin

ordertopursueherownambitions,beliefs,andidentity.

Useofletters

-Manyoftheplot’stwistsandturnsdependuponthewritingand

readingofletters.Krogstadwritestwo letters:thefirstreveals

Nora’s crime offorgery to Torvald;the second retracts his

blackmailthreatandreturnsNora’spromissorynote.

Thefirstletter,whichKrogstadplacesinTorvald’sletterbox

neartheendofActTwo,representsthetruthaboutNora’spastand

initiatestheinevitabledissolution ofhermarriage.Thesecond

letterreleasesNorafrom herobligationtoKrogstadandrepresents
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herreleasefrom herobligationtoTorvald.

The two letters have exposed the truth aboutTorvald’s

selfishness,andNoracannolongerparticipateintheillusionofa

happymarriage.

Dr.Rank’scommunicateshisimminentdeaththroughanother

form ofa letter:a calling card marked with a blackcross in

Torvald’sletterbox.Byleavinghiscallingcardasadeathnotice,Dr.

RankpolitelyattemptstokeepTorvaldfrom the“ugly”truth,ashe

hadsaidearlierabouthisbestfriend,Torvald.

Otherletters include Mrs.Linde’s note to Krogstad,which

initiatesherlife-changingmeetingwithhim,andTorvald’sletterof

dismissaltoKrogstad.

HYPERBOLE

Hyperbole refers to extreme exaggeration ofstatements or

claimswhichmakessomeoneorsomethingsoundbigger,betteror

morethantheyare.

Examples

i)Nora:Yes,that'sjustit. 

Helmer:Nowyouhavedestroyedallmyhappiness.Youhaveruined

allmyfutures.Itishorribletothinkof!Iam inthepowerofan

unscrupulousman;hecandowhathelikeswithme,askanything
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helikesofme,givemeanyorderhepleases--Idarenottorefuse.

AndImustsinktosuchmiserabledepthsbecauseofathoughtless

woman! 

ItisahyperbolebecausealthoughNoramayhavecauseda

majoraccidentofforgingasignatureandhidingitfrom Helmer,itis

notobviousitwillaffecthisfuture.Helmerisexaggeratingthathis

happinessisdestroyedbecausehefeelsbetrayalandanger,justto

showtheseriousnessoftheshamethatNorahascaused. 

ii)Mrs.Linde:Butnow Iam quitealoneintheworld--mylifeisso

dreadfullyemptyandIfeelsoforsaken.

ThisisahyperbolebecauseMrs.Lindeisexaggeratingabout

hersituation. 

iii)NORA:Ishouldliketotearitintoahundredthousandpieces. 

ItisahyperbolebecauseNoracannotpossiblybeabletotearthe

letterintoathousandpieces.
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REVISIONQUESTIONS

CONTEXTQUESTIONS

1.WhereisADoll'sHouseset?

-Inamiddle-classliving-room;nicebutnotextravagantfurniture;

piano,fire,winter'sday;Norway

2.WhydoesNoratelltheportertohidethetree?

-sothekidsdon'tseeitbeforeit'sdecorated

3.WhatdoesNorasneakatthebeginningoftheplay?

-macaroons

4.WhatdoesTorvaldcallNora?

-squirrel,skylark

5.WhydoesTorvaldscoldNoraatthebeginningoftheplay?

-forbuyingthingsandbeingcarelesswithmoney

6.WhenisTorvaldgettinganew job?WhydoeshewantNorato

waittospendmoney?

-NewYear;whatifhegetshitintheheadwithabrickandtherefore

nevergetsthejob?

7.HowdoesNorasuggesttheybuythingsbeforethepromotion?

-borrowingfrom people(Helmerthinksshe'sjustatypicalwoman
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whodoesn'tunderstanddebt)

8.WhatdoesNorawantTorvaldtogetherforapresent?Why

doesn'thewanttogiveittoher?

-money;hecallsheraspendthriftandsaysshe'lljustwasteallthe

moneyonunimportantthings

9.WhatdoesTorvaldthinkrunsinNora'sfamily?

-spendingtoomuchmoney(likeherfather)

10.DoesNorawanttobelikeherdad?DoesTorvaldwantthis?

Yes,no

11.WhatisthefirstthingNoraliesabout?

-she denies thatshe would evereatmacaroons because she

promisednotto...butshedid

12.WhatdidNoradotheChristmasbeforethisone?

-lockedherselfawaytomakepaperflowerstodecoratethetree

(thecatrippeduptheflowers,though)

13.WhoisMrs.Linde?

-Christine;Nora'schildhoodfriends;theyhaven'tseeneachotherin

9or10years

14.WhatdoesNorathinkofMrs.Linde'sappearance?

-shelookspale

15.WhatworkhasNorahadtodo?

-sewing,embroidery,etc.

16.WhatsecretdoesNoratellMrs.Lindefirst?

-whenTorvaldworkedtoohardinthefirstyearoftheirmarriage

andgotsickandhadtogotoItalytorecover,sheborrowedmoney

from herfatherinordertopayforit(atthetime:herfatherwas

dying,shewaspregnant,andshecouldn'tgoseehim)

17.WhatisChristine'sbackstory?
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-sheneverlovedherhusband,shejustmarriedMr.Lindebecause

shehadasickmotherandtwolittlebrotherstosupport;whenhe

died,hisbusinessfellapartandshewasleftwithnothing;shehad

beenworkingeversince;recently,hermom diedandherbrothers

arenowoldenoughtotakecareofthemselves

18.WhatdoesChristineaskofNora?

-ifTorvaldcangiveherajobatthebankhe'llbemanaging

19.WhydoesChristinethinkit'sniceofNoratocaresomuchabout

hertroubles?

-becauseshesaysNorahasneverhadanyofherown

20.Whatdoes Nora revealto Mrs.Linde afterbeing insulted

becauseChristinesaidshedidn'treallyknowtrouble?

-shedidn'tactuallyborrowmoneyfrom herfather;sheborrowedit

from someoneelse,butTorvalddoesn'tknow this;hedidn'teven

know how sickhewasandthattheItalytripwastomakehim

survive;shepretendedthatshejustwantedtotravelabroadand

secretlyborrowedthemoneytosparehispride

21.WhendoesNoraplanontellingTorvaldthetruth?

-whenshe'soldandhe'snotattractedtoheranymore(butthenshe

saysnever)

22.HowhasNorabeenpayingbacktheloan?

-lotsofoddjobssecretly,scrimpingonbuyingnew clothesfor

herself(cheapclotheslookgoodonhersoTorvalddoesn'tnotice);

lastwintershecopiedletterslateeverynight(perhapsshedidn't

reallyspendallthattimemakingtreedecorations?)

23.WhatdoesNoradream?

-aricholdmanwouldcomeandgiveherallthemoneysheneeds

24.HowdoesMrs.Lindefirstclaim tohaveknownKrogstad?
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-hewasalawyerinherarea

25.WhatisKrogstad'sbackstory?

-hadanunhappymarriage,now hasseveralchildren,gothimself

intobadbusinesstroubles

26.WhatdoesMrs.LindesaywhenDr.RanktellsherandNora

whatabadguyKrogstadis?

-peopleshouldtrytohelpthediseased(bcRanksaysKrogstadis

morallydeceased)

27.WhatdoesTorvaldsaywhenNoraasksifChristinecanhavea

job?

-yes;she'scomeatagoodtime

28.WhatdoesKrogstadfirstaskNora?Thenwhatdoesheaskof

her?

-ifMr.HelmerisgivingChristineajob;ifshewilluseherinfluence

togethim ajob(shesaysshedoesn'thavemuchinfluence)

29.WhyisNoranolongerafraidofKrogstadwhenhefirstcomes

tovisit?

-comeNewYearshe'llbeoutfrom underhisthumb

30.WhydoesKrogstadwanttoregainthecommunity'srespect?

-forthesakeofhissons

31.WhydoesNoratellKrogstadnottotellTorvaldaboutthemoney?

-thatwouldonlyconfirm whatabadpersonTorvaldseesKrogstad

as;saysitwouldmakeeverythingunpleasant

32.WhatdoesKrogstadtellNorathatmakesthewholethingworse?

-sheforgedherfather'ssignature;hecanproveitbecausethe

signatureisinNora'shandwritingandshedatedthedocumentafter

herfatherdied;basicallyhecanprovethatnotonlydoessheowe

moneybutshebrokethelaw (Norasaysshedidn'thavetimeto
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thinkaboutitbecauseherhusbandwasdying)

33.WhendoesNorastartdecoratingtheChristmastree?

-afterKrogstadleavesafterblackmailingher

34.WhydoesTorvaldthinkKrogstadwasatthehouse?

-togetNoratoputinagoodwordforhim (ifonlyheknew the

wholestory)

35.WhatdoesNoraaskTorvaldtodoforher?

-pick outhercostume forthe Stenborgs'partybecause she's

helplesswithouthistaste

36.WhatcrimedidKrogstadcommit?WhydoesTorvaldnotlike

him?

-forgery;heneveradmittedhisguilt,hegotoffthroughloopholes,

heiscorruptandhaslivedalifeofliesevenaroundhisfamily;it's

worstforthechildrenwho arecorruptedbyanatmosphereof

deceit

37.HowdoestheChristmastreelookatthestartofact2?

-strippedandbedraggled

38.WhoisAnne?

-maid;shegotpregnantbyabadguyandhadtogiveupherchild

39.WhatcostumeisNoragoingtoweartotheStenborgs'party?

-Neapolitanfishergirl

40.WhatdancedoesTorvaldwantNoratodo?

-tarantella

41.WhatdoesChristineofferNora?

-tofixuphercostume(ifshecancomebyandseeNorainit)

42.WhatisDr.Ranksickwith?Howdidhegetit?

-"consumptionofthespine";hispromiscuousfather

43.WhatcanNoranottalkaboutwithTorvald?Why?
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-heroldschoolfriends;hegetsjealous

44.WhodoesChristineguesslentNorathemoney?

-Dr.Rank

45.WhatdoesChristinethinkofNoraandDr.Rank'srelationship?

-theyshould stop talking to eachotherso muchbecausehe's

probablyinterestedinNora

46.Who doesNorathinkaboutborrowing moneyfrom to pay

Krogstad?

-Dr.Rank

47.WhatdoesNoratellTorvaldshe'lldoanythingheasksofherfor?

WhatdoesTorvaldsay?

-ifhe'llnotfireKrogstad;he'sgivenhisjobtoMrs.Linde

48.WhatreasoningdoesNoragiveforwhyTorvaldshouldnotfire

Krogstad?

-hewritessmallnewspapersand hemightwritenastyarticles

aboutTorvaldifhe'sfired(likewhenherfathergotinlegaltrouble

andwasslanderedbythepapers);heshouldfiresomeoneelseand

letMrs.LindeandKrogstadbothhavejobs

49.WhatdoesTorvaldthinkofNora'sdad'sbusiness?

-hisdealingswereshady

50.Whywon'tTorvald givein to Nora'srequestfora job for

Krogstad?

-he alreadysaid no and told everyone atthe bank he's firing

Krogstad,andhe'sworriedthatifhechangeshismindpeoplewill

thinkhiswiferuleshim;also,heknew Krogstadwhentheywere

kidsandKrogstadinsistsoncallingTorvaldhisfirstnamewhichis

reallyembarrassinggivenKrogstad'scheckeredpast

51.WhatfinallymakesTorvaldsendaletterfiringKrogstad?
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-Nora calls him petty forworrying abouthis affiliations with

Krogstad

52.WhydoesTorvaldforgiveNora'sbehaviorinwantingajobfor

Krogstad?

-showshow muchsheloveshim;butiftroublecomesfrom the

firing,hecanhandleit

53.WhatdoesDr.RankaskofNora?

-tokeepTorvaldawayfrom Dr.Rank'ssickroom,becauseheis

sensitivetosuchunpleasantnessandRankdoesn'twanttoupset

him

54.HowwillDr.Rankinform Noraofhisdeath?

-businesscardwithblackcrossinheirmailboxwhenhestartsto

die(Norasaysit'smorbidanddepressing)

55.WhodoesDr.Rankthinkwillreplacehim asNora'sfriendafter

hedies?

-Mrs.Linde

56.HowdoesNorareactwhenDr.Ranktellsherhelovesher?

-shesaysit'sinappropriate;itmakesheruncomfortable,heshould't

havesaidthat

57.How doesNorarespondwhenRanktellsherthatsheseems

likesheloveshim morethanTorvald?

-shesaysthepeopleyouhavefunwitharen'tthesameastheones

youlove;whenshewaslittleshelovedherfatherthemost,buthad

fungossipingwiththemaids

58.WhatrelationshipdoesNoralikenherrelationshipwithTorvald

to?

-herrelationshipwithherfather

WhyisKrogstadsurprisedTorvaldwouldfirehim atfirst?
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-knowingwhatpowerhehasoverthem

59.WhatdoesKrogstadoffer?

-thatthe3ofthem cansettlethematter,andnooneelsehastobe

involved

60.HowdoesKrogstadplantousetheblackmail?

-toblackmailTorvaldintogivinghim apromotion;inayearit'llbe

him runningthebankinsteadofTorvald

61.WhatdoesNorathreatentodo?WhatdoesKrogstadsay?

-commitsuicide;doesn'tbelieveshe'lldoit,anditwouldn'tdoany

goodbecausehewouldstillbeabletoruinherreputationwhich

Torvaldwouldneverlethappen

62.WhatdoesNoraexpectTorvaldtodowhenhefindsout?

-takealltheblameonhimself;awonderful,yetterriblething

63.HowdoesMrs.LindereassureNora?

-says she'llgo and convince Krogstad to ask Torvald forthe

unopenedletterbackbecausetheyusedtobeclose

64.WhatdoesNoraaskTorvaldtohelpherwith?

practicingthetarantella(shedoesit,andhesaysshehasalotof

practicingtodo,whichsheagreeswithandsayshe'llhavetohelp

hereverymomentbetweenthenandtheparty)

65.WhatdoesTorvaldguesswhenNorasayshe'llhavenotimeto

openletterssincehe'shelpingherpractice?Whatdoesheagreeto

do?

-thatthere'saletterfrom Krogstad;waittilafterthepartytoopenit

66.WhyisNorakindofgladthatTorvald'sgoingtofindout?

-the wonderfulthing,the miracle willhappen--he'lljump to her

rescueandtakealltheblame

67.WheredoesMrs.LindewaitforKrogstad?Why?
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-attheHelmers'housewhilethey'reattheparty;there'snoprivate

entranceattheplacewhereshe'sstaying

68.WhatisKrogstad&Mrs.Linde'spast?

-shebrokeupwithhim abruptlyforthemanshemarriedbecause

sheneededhismoneytosupportherfamily

69.WhatdoesKrogstadsayhe'sbeenlikesinceChristinelefthim?

Whatdoesshesay?

-a man lostatsea on a wreck;she feels the same,and the

shipwrecksshouldgettogether

70.WhydoesMrs.LindetellKrogstadshecametotown?What

doeshesay?

-forhim:sheneedssomeonetoworkfor,tohelp,orshefeelslike

shehasnopurposeinlife;Krogstadcallsherhysericalandsays

she'sjustlookingforachanceatself-sacrifice

71.WhatdoesMrs.LindesaywhenKrogstadasksifsheonlygot

backtogetherwithhim forNora?

-shesoldherselfinthepastandwouldneverdoitagain

72.WhydoesChristinetellKrogstadnottogethisletterback?

-alltheliesintheHelmerhouseneedtocometolight

73.DidNorawanttoleavethepartysoearly?

-no

74.WhydoesMrs.Lindesayshe'sattheirhouse?

-toseeNora'scostume

75.WhatdidTorvaldthinkofNora'sperformanceattheparty?

-abittoorealistic,shewasabittoomuchlikeaNeapolitanfisher

girlforhistaste(buttheotherguestslovedit)

76.Whatdoes Torvald thinkMrs.Linde should do instead of

knitting?
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-embroidery(moretastefulsinceknittingneedleslookChinese)

77.WhatdoesTorvaldpretendwhentheHelmersgotoparties?

-Nora'snothiswife,buthissecretlover

78.WhatdoesDr.Ranksayhewillbeatthepartynextyear?

-invisible

79.WhydoesDr.RanktellTorvaldhehadarighttodrinkalotatthe

party?

-hedidmedicalresearchalldayandhasfoundsomethingforsure

andwasveryproductive(butreally,hefoundouthe'sdefinitell

goingtodie)

80.WhatdoesTorvaldnoticeaboutthemailbox?WhatisNora's

response?

-someonetriedtopickthelock;oneofNora'shairpinsisjammed

intoit;sheblamesitonthekids

81.WhatdoesTorvaldfindinthemailboxfrom Rank?

-twocardswithblackcrossesonthem

81.WhatdoesTorvaldtellNoraafterhesayshe'sgladtohaveher?

-hesometimeswishesshewereintroublesohecouldsaveher

82.WhatdoesTorvalddoafterreadingKrogstad'sletter?

-screamsatNora,saysshe'sjustasdisgustingasherfatherwas;

sayshishappinessisnow destroyedbecausehe'llhavetoobey

Krogstad

83.WhatdoesTorvaldsayinresponsetoNora'sthreateningto

commitsuicide?

-itwon'tdoanygoodbecauseKrogstadwillstillhavepowerand

suspecthim asanaccomplice(doesn'treallycarethatshe'dbe

dead?!)

84.WhatisTorvald'ssolution?
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-Noracanstillliveinthehousetokeepupappearances,butthe

relationshipisoverandshe'snotallowednearthechildrenbecause

she'llcorruptthem

85.HowdoesKrogstadfixtheproblem?

-sendsanotherletterwiththeforgeryandsayshe'sashamedhe

triedtoblackmailthem

86.WhydoesTorvaldsayhisloveforNoraisevendeepernow?

-afterhaving forgiven herfrom the bottom ofhis heart;his

possessionofherhasgrownevengreater;sheshouldn'tworry

becausehe'llcontinuetoguideherthroughlifeasifshewerea

child

87.WhatdoesNoracomplainaboutafterTorvaldforgivesher?

-shesaysthey'veneverhadaseriousconversationbeforenow

88.WhodoesNoraaccuseoftreatingherlikeadoll?

-Torvaldandherfather;theydressedherupandmadeherintowhat

theywantedhertobe

89.WhydoesNorasayshe'sleavingTorvaldandthekids?

-shehasadutytoherselfthatshe'sneverfulfilled;sherealizes

she'sneverbeenhappywithTorvald;shewillspendthenightatMrs.

Linde's

90.WhydoesTorvaldadmonishNoraforwantingtoleave?

-hesaysshe'sforsakinghersacreddutiestoherhusbandand

children;thenhesayswhatJesuswoulddo

91.WhatdoesNoraneedtolearnbyleaving?

-whethershe'sjusttooignoranttounderstandsociety,asTorvald

says,orifsociety'swrong

92.WhydoesNorarealizesheneverlovedTorvald?

-she realizes he isn'tthe man she thoughthe was when the
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"miracle"ofhim takingtheblamefrom herdidn'thappen

93.WhendoesNorasayshewouldcomeback?

iftheyhadatruemarriageinsteadofjustlivingtogether

94.WhatdoesHelmerendwith?

"Themostwonderfulthingofall"
ESSAYQUESTIONS

1.Whatisimportantaboutthetitle?Whoisthe"doll" Ibsen refers

to?

2.Whoisthemoresignificantfemalecharacterintermsofplot

development,NoraorKristine?Explainyouranswer.

3.DoyouthinkKristine'sdecisionnottopreventKrogstadfrom

revealingthetruthtoTorvaldisabetrayalofNora?Doesthis

actultimatelyhurtorbenefitNora?

4.How doesHenrikIbsenrevealcharacterin ADoll'sHouse?Is

Nora a sympathetic character? Did youropinion ofNora

changefrom thebeginningoftheplaytoitsconclusion?

5.Doestheplayendthewayyouexpected?Doyouthinkthiswas

ahappyending?

6.ADoll'sHouse isgenerallyconsideredafeministwork.Doyou

agreewiththischaracterization?Whyorwhynot?

7.WhatdoestheTarantelladancesymbolizeinADollhouse? 
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GLOSARY

Dissolution

-comingapart,asapersondoesduringanillness

Extravagant

-luxurious;inexcessofwhatisreallynecessary(especiallyinterms

ofcostorglamor).

Feminism

-theideaoridealofgenderequityinsociety,withafocusonissues

pertainingtowomen

Flat

-anapartment
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Indiscreet

-notdiscreet;notkeepingasensitiveordelicatematterprivate.

IOU

-awrittendocumentacknowledgingadebt(as"Ioweyou...").

Lament

-tofeelorexpresssorrowaboutabadchoiceorbadcircumstance

Lark

-asongbird

Macaroon

-achewy,sweetcookiemadewithsugarandeggwhites

Patronizing

-condescending;expressingtheideathatsomeoneislowerthan

oneself

Spinalconsumption

-adiseasesomethingliketuberculosis,colloquiallythoughttobea

consequenceofthediminishmentofsemen.NorasaysthatDr.

Rankhasthediseaseasaconsequenceofhisfather'smisdeeds

Tarantella

-afast,whirling southernItaliandance,usuallyperformed bya

singlecouple,oncesupposedtobearemedyforatarantulabite.

ThisisthedancewhichNoradancesforHelmerattheparty

Tuberculosis

-a contagious wasting disease which causes chestpain and

coughingupofblood.Untreated,iteventuallyisfatal.
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