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3.0 ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITIbN

The English examination consisted of two sections:

Section A - Objective items; Section B — Composition writing.

3.1 GENERAL PERFORMANCE OF CANDIDATES

Table 6 below shows the performance of candidates in English in the

the years 2011, 2012 and 2013 is also provided for comparison.

Table 6: General performance in English for the last four years.

2014 KCPE examination. Similar data for

From Table 6 above, the following can be deduced:

(1) That the percentage mean for the obj

2014,

(ii) That the percentage mean for the co

2013 to 41.45 in 2014.

[ Year 2011 2012 2013 2014 |
Paper 0bj Comp | Obj | Comp | Obj | Comp Obj | Comp |
(YoMean | 4624 | 4247 | 88 | 4243 | 5306 | 4190 | 4764 | 4145 J

ective paper declined by 5.42 points from 53.06 in 2013 to 47.64 in

mposition paper declined slightly by 0.45 points from 41.90 in the year

Figure 1 below shows the performance pattern in the two papers graphically.

Figure 1: Frequency of marks in the two English papers
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3.2 SECTION A: OBJECTIVE PAPER
The percentage mean for the paper declined to 47.64, and is comparable to the 2007 level when it was 47.02.
3.2.1 Analysis of Selected Items

Figure 2 below shows the pattern of performance per item in the objective paper for a sample of 879,370 candidates
whose average mark was 23.82 out of 50 (a percentage mean of 47.64), with a standard deviation of 6.29.

Figure 2
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From Figure 2 above, it can be observed that there were fourteen (14) questions in the year 2014 KCPE English
Objective paper in which only 30% or less of the candidates scored correctly. These questions, together with the
percentage of candidates scoring on them correctly, are shown in Table 7.

Table 7: Questions with a facility index of 30% and below.

Question 1 6 9 15 17 20 24 30 32 33 34 36 37 41
Number

% Scoring | 16.73 | 27.05 | 11.39 | 25.03 | 27.19 | 7.88 | 26.48 | 9.58 | 27.06 | 17.69 | 22.41 | 19.59 28.23 | 13.38
Correctly :

Questions 1, 6, 9 and 15 were based on the cloze passage below. Four out of fifteen items in the cloze passage
gave candidates problems.
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Questions 1 to 15

Read the passage below. It contains blank spaces numbered 1 to 15. For each blank space, choose the
best alternative from the choices given.

Songs have been and continue to be an important part of our tradition. For thousands of years,
songs have been used for a variety of _1 . For example, songs have been used by communities to _2_
feelings of joy during occasions such as weddings, birthdays _3 graduation parties. In funerals, songs

communicate the sadness and sorrow of the family and friends of the the one _4_ has died.

Another important social use of songs is entertainment. Everybody _§ _to listen to good music.
We do not need encouragement to start singing _6 _ or swaying our bodies in tune with the beats of a
good song. Sometimes people are heard humming _7_ of popular songs _8 when they are working,
walking or relaxing. Music is medicine for the soul. It gladdens and comfortsa_9 heart. In addition,
songs are viewed as the most _10  way of expressing love for a loved one. Romantic songs are so

common that small children know and can sing them _11 _ ease.

Songs also play a part in our religious and political life. For instance, we sing praises to God as
part of our worship. _12 songs express our gratitude to God for the gift of life, good health and for
meeting our _13 needs. In political rallies songs are used to arouse people’s emotions and to persuade
them to support a certain party or individual. They can _14  be used to demand change. Which

political gathering _15 be complete without some singing and dancing?

Question 1
A. things B. occasion C. ceremonies D. functions

Response Pattern

Option A B c D*
% Choosing the option 10.70 45.61 25.62 16.73
Mean mark in other questions 23.62 22.92 22.75 28.20

This question required candidates to choose the most suitable noun out of the four nouns given. First, the
candidates ought to know that the noun to be used in the phrase ‘a variety of ...” must be in its plural form. The
fact that majority of the candidates went for the singular noun in B indicates that they were not cognisant of this
fact. Secondly, the passage is about the use of songs for various purposes; and not only in ceremonies as option C
would suggest. Finally, option A cannot fit in as it would be semantically untenable in that context. Thus, out of
the options given, only option D is able to complete the phrase and bring out the meaning intended. The fact that
only the brighter candidates were able to choose the correct option indicates that pupils need more practice in the
use of this phrase.
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Question 6

A. out B. along C. with D. away
Response Pattern
 Option A B* C D
% Choosing the option 42.59 27.05 17.57 11.35
Mean mark in other questions 23.99 26.65 21.95 19.58

This question tested the candidates’ ability to select the adverb that would result in the phrasal verb ‘sing along’
(option B) and fit in the context. Teachers need to highlight that the verb in a phrasal verb can also be used in its -
progressive form as was the case here (‘singing along’). None of the other options could result in a fitting phrasal

verb.

Question 9

A. restless B. weak C. heavy D. lonely
Response Pattern
Option A B C* D
% Choosing the option 34.83 12.88 11.39 39.46
Mean mark in other questions 23.04 21.46 23.38 25.48

This question tested the candidates’ ability to select the adjective that would complete the sentence and deliver
the thought intended in the context. We comfort people who are saddened. A person who feels sad is said to have

a ‘heavy’ heart. As such, only option C fits the bill.

Question 15

A. could B. can C. would D. will
Response Pattern

Option A B C* D

% Choosing the option 17.28 4537 25.03 10.90

Mean mark in other questions 22.04 24.68 24.49 21.75

This question tested the use of modal verbs to convey meaning. Just as was the case in the 2013 KCPE cohort, the
2014 candidates found it problematic to select the modal expressing the idea intended (i.e. likelihood), and in the
correct tense. The sentence here makes a proposition that political gatherings are not likely to be complete without
songs. This idea can only be expressed by option C. Option D is in the wrong tense. Options A and B express a
different linguistic mood (i.e. possibility). We, once again, call upon teachers to give their pupils enough practice
on the use of modals to express different ideas (ability, permission, obligation, intention, necessity, possibility,
likelihood, certainty etc).
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Question 17

In questions 16 to 18, choose the alternative
that means the opposite of the underlined word,

Everybody knows him as a very courteous

person.
A. unkind
B. polite
C. gracious
D. rude

Response Pattern

Option A B C D*
% Choosing the option 16.19 30.24 24.89 27.19
Mean mark in other questions 23.39 2293 22.82 26.07

This question tested vocabulary. The candidates were supposed to choose the word which means the opposite (i.e.
antonym) of the word underlined in the sentence given. It was expected that the candidates would reason through
the meaning of each of the words given before settling on the correct one, which was D. ‘

Question 20

You do the work now if you
don’t feel like it.

musn’t

can’t

shouldn’t

needn’t

Sowp

Response Pattern

Option

A

B

C

D*

% Choosing the option

21.70

32.85

36.21

7.88

Mean mark in other questions

22.94

2245

24.77

27.91

This question tested the use of modal verbs in their negative forms. Obviously, the idea being expressed in the
input sentence is one of necessity. Hence, the correct option is D. As observed before, it seems that teachers have
neglected the area of Modal Auxiliaries and left pupils to just guess. Only a small percentage composed of the
brighter candidates got it right.
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Question 24

(i) All that matters in good music is the
quality of sound and the rhythm.

(ii) Indeed, it is true that music is a
universal language.

(iii) Good music can be enjoyed by
anybody regardless of the language in
which it is played.

(iv)For this reason, the popularity of

many musicians goes beyond their

communities and countries.

(iid) (iv) (i1) ()

(iii) (1) (i1) (iv)

(iii) (i) (iv) (i1)

(iii) (it) (iv) (1)

Response Pattern

oOw

Option o A B C* D
% Choosing the option 18.81 33.60 26.48 19.74
Mean mark in other questions 22.34 23.52 25.95 23.02

This question tested the candidates’ ability to order given sentences so as to make a coherent paragraph. A candidate
is supposed to read and understand each sentence before placing it. The correct arrangement is C. It would seem
from the statistics that pupils need to be exposed to more of such exercises.

Read the passage below and then answer questions 26 to 38.

When I was a small boy, my home was always full of babies and children of my relatives.
In fact, I hardly recall any occasion as a child when I was alone. In my community, the sons and
daughters of one’s aunts and uncles are considered brothers and sisters, not cousins. We have no
half-brothers and half-sisters. My mother’s sister is my mother, my uncle’s son is my brother and my
brother’s child is my son or my daughter.

Of my mother’s three huts, one was used for cooking, one for sleeping and one for storage. In
the hut in which we slept, there was no furniture. We slept on mats and sat on the bare floor. I did not
discover pillows until much later. My mother cooked food in a three-legged iron pot over an open fire
at the centre of the hut or outside. We grew all the food we ate at home.

From an early age, I spent most of my free time in the field playing and fighting with the other
boys of the village. A boy who remained at home tied to his mother’s apron strings was regarded as a
weakling. At night, I shared my food and blanket with these same boys. I was no more than five when
I became a herdsboy looking after sheep and calves in the fields. I discovered the almost mystical
attachment that the Xhosa have for cattle, not only as a source of food and wealth, but as a blessing
from God and a source of happiness. It was in the fields that I learnt how to knock birds out of the sky
with a slingshot, to gather wild honey and fruits and edible roots, to drink warm, sweet milk straight
from the udder of a cow, to swim in the clear streams, and to catch fish with twine and sharpened bits
of wire.
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As boys, we were mostly left to our own devices. We played with toys we made ourselves.
We moulded animals and birds out of clay. Nature was our playground. I learnt to ride by sitting atop
weaned calves — after being thrown to the ground several times, one got the hang of it. I still love open
spaces, the simple beauties of nature, the clear blue skies.

I don’t think my parents intended to take me to school. No one in my family had ever attended
school. But a friend of my father’s, George Mbekela, visited us one day and told my mother, “Your son
is a clever young fellow. He should go to school.” My parents discussed it and decided to send me to
school.

The school consisted of a simple room. I was seven years old, and on the day before [ was to
begin, my father took me aside and told me that I must be dressed properly for school. Until that time,
I, like all the other boys, had worn only a blanket, which was wrapped round one shoulder and pinned
at the waist. My father took a pair of his trousers and cut them at the knee. He then told me to put them
on, which I did, and they were roughly the correct length, although the waist was far too large. My

- father then took a piece of string and drew the trousers in at the waist. I must have been a comical
sight, but I have never owned a suit I was prouder to wear than my father’s cut-off trousers.

(Adapted from Long Walk to Freedom by Nelson Mandela)

Question 30

A boy who remained at home was
probably

obedient to his mother.
despised by the others.

not ready to be a herdsboy.
weak and fearful.

cCaw>

Response Pattern

'Option A B* C D
% Choosing the option 18.82 9.58 8.15 62.09
Mean mark in other questions 20.20 26.03 20.69 25.03

This question required candidates to make inference based on the information given in the passage. The relevant
part was: ‘A boy who remained at home tied to his mother s apron strings was regarded as a weakling’. Majority
of the candidates went for option D because of the word ‘weak’, but the word ‘fearful’ makes that option wrong.
In fact, the answer to this item lies in the attitude of the writer as depicted in the choice of words used. Such a boy

was despised (option B).

Question 32

From what he learnt in the fields, we can

conclude that the author was
very adventurous.

quite active.

a fast learner.

very curious.

SCnwx
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Response Pattern

Option A* B C D
% Choosing the option 27.06 24.22 28.43 18.83
Mean mark in other questions 25.58 22.90 24.24 21.99

This question required the candidates to select the most appropriate description of the writer of the autobiography
as seen in his escapades in the field. Obviously, he is very adventurous (option A). The experience was beyond
being merely active or just curious or learning fast.

Question 33

What is meant by “we were left to our
own devices™?

A. We had to think of what to do.

B. No one was allowed to interfere with us.
C. We were free to do what we wanted.
D. No one cared about us.

Response Pattern

Option A* B C D
% Choosing the option 17.69 8.57 56.39 15.89
Mean mark in other questions 23.45 20.16 24.72 23.20

This question required the candidates to tell the meaning of the expression given as used in the passage. The
expression does not imply that the boys were ‘free’ to do whatever they wanted as implied in option C, which
majority of the candidates went for. It means they had to use their intelligence to know what to do (option A).

Question 34

Learning to ride calves was not easy

because

A. they were very difficult to control.

B. one could easily fall off and hurt
himself.

C. calves are not really meant to be ridden.

D. if caught, one can be punished.

Response Pattern

Option - A¥ B C D
% Choosing the option 22.41 58.36 14.60 3.17
Mean mark in other questions 23.92 24.83 21.04 18.40

In this question, majority of the candidates hurried to pick option B without realising that the writer says nothing
about being hurt! What the writer wanted to put across to the reader is that it was very difficult to control the calves
as one rode (option A).
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Question 36

What can we conclude about the school?
A. It catered for young boys.

B. You had to be clever to go there.

C. It must have been very small.

D. You had to wear school uniform.

Response Pattern

Option A B C* D
% Choosing the option 13.75 15.67 19.59 © 49,54
Mean mark in other questions 23.83 22.09 28.54 22.56

This question tested the candidates’ ability to filter information. Majority of the candidates went for option D and
missed the point. The fact that the writer wore his father’s cut trousers (not school uniform) to school makes this
option completely untenable. Likewise, nothing tells us that one had to be clever (option B) or young (option A)
to attend school. The only sure thing is that the school must have been very small (option C) since it consisted of
just a simple room.

Question 37

Why do you think the author says, “I must
have been a comical sight”?

A. The trousers were far too big for him.
B. He was not used to such funny clothes.
C. Perhaps the other pupils laughed at him.
D. He used a string instead of a bellt.

Response Pattern

‘Option A* B C D
% Choosing the option 28.23 24.32 19.03 26.93
' Mean mark in other questions 23.88 23.90 25.00 22.96

In this question, the test was on the candidates” ability to use information provided in the passage selectively. In
fact, the writer stresses that the trousers were too big for him (last paragraph) and this is the singular factor that
would make him look comical (option A).

Read the following passage and then answer questions 39 to 50.

Patriotism has been a very common word since independence. Recently, the slogan “I am proud
to be a Kenyan” was introduced to us in an effort to make us appreciate being Kenyans. However,
many of us have never seriously thought about what it means to be proud as Kenyans. A lot of our
mannerisms, interests and values, some of which we are ready to defend with our own lives, have
nothing to do with Kenya. In fact, it is as if we hate ourselves; and if we do, who will love us?

Some of us have an obsession for things from other countries, especially Western countries.
We proudly wear attire and shoes, even underwear, from foreign countries. We love showing them
off. This also applies to utensils and electronics since we look at the label ‘MADE IN ............. > even
before we know the price. The slogan ‘Buy Kenya, Build Kenya’ has been disregarded.

9.
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This has led to our supermarkets, main shops and markets being stocked with products and
goods from foreign countries. In fact, it is not surprising to find items that are easily available locally
having been imported and well displayed in the shops or markets. Such products include toys, spices,
fruits, vegetables and even eggs.

We have made our country a dumping ground for things, some of which are no longer useful in
their countries of origin. This has denied our local industries a market for their products. As a result,
they have been forced to cut down on the number of their employees in order to remain in operation.
This has worsened the problem of unemployment.

Consider the ridiculous preference seen in sports, especially soccer. It is very surprising that
some soccer fans do not know the name of the coach of our national team yet they know all the players
in a foreign team. During the last World Cup competition, some people found it hard to support the
African teams. One wonders what drives us to support foreign teams when their own countries are
solidly behind them. When these teams lose, their countries are disappointed but they do not transfer
their loyalty to teams from other countries.

For some of us, the attachment to foreign teams is so much that when the teams lose, we cry,
break our television sets, fight and, in extreme cases, commit suicide. Patriotism demands that we see
the failure of our teams as our country’s failure. Likewise, success is celebrated by all.

We have to love our own and value ourselves in order to be attractive, respectable and valuable
to the outside world. We therefore need not use other people’s items to feel fashionable, stylish and
desirable.

Question 41

The word ‘obsession’ as used in the
passage means

A. aneed to possess something.

B. to want something very much.

C. areal desire for something.

D. uncontrollable longing for something.

Response Pattern

| Option A B C D*
' % Choosing the option 19.95 20.87 44.39 13.38
| Mean mark in other questions 02227 22.65 25.05 24.08

This question required the candidates to tell the meaning of the word ‘obsession’ as used in the passage. The
candidates ought to have observed from the context of use that it is a negative feeling. It refers to an unreasonable
longing or desire for something (option D). The fact that majority of the candidates went for option C indicates
that they were not able to see this. Options A and B also do not show this negativity and, therefore, don’t fit the

bill.

10
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SECTION B: COMPOSITION

The paper declined in the percentage mean by 0.45 points from 41.90 in the year 2013 to 41.45 in 2014. As
always, the paper tested the candidates’ ability to compose a personal success story in the world of sports/
games. Candidates were expected to write a story that was grammatically accurate, fluent, interesting, original
and convincing. Mastery of plot development as well as proficiency in the use of a variety of structures and
vocabulary was expected. To do justice to the topic, candidates were required to point out the beginning of their
realisation that they were talented in a certain sport/game, then delve into a personal experience culminating in a
self- fulﬁllmg achievement or success in that particular area.

GROUPI: (01 - 10 MARKS)

Composition A

You have 40 minutes to write your composition.

The following is the beginning of a story Complete the story, making it as interesting as you can.

_lhe teqc ‘ me___ta Pazhmﬁafﬁ :
Aur{ric}i ; Qphrﬁaf! James ane .me Sﬂﬁw}; QC}mES ;
DF SFtnftS:\ n:m\/er l‘(l”)ﬁ’u}

e ynrm ',ff,;mﬁl e hf knom Ahat
re  Searks . aL
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\A& _CGan @ g jeacher time
They Sc}me'fh{ﬂﬁ Jame le“
, J
“eluying. Snmpjfh:nn Yime
~—t J

fa m it«tv.wéﬂ ?‘?_ ;
’H“m{@_

There is no story developed in this script. The candidate reverts to copying the contents of the rubric and hardly
communicates anything. Some words from the rubric are copied wrongly, e.g. ‘excen’ (excel), ‘pamispate’
(participate). The candidate, however, is able to write some words correctly (‘good’, ‘can’, ‘near’, ‘classroom’
etc), has some concept of paragraphing (indenting), and is also able to shape most letters well.

Mark awarded 04

12
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Composition B
You have 40 minutes to write your compoesition.
The Jollowing is the beginming of a story. Complete the story, making it as interesting as you can.

We may nevet know that we are talented in something until we try. I never knew that 1 could exgel in
sports until the day the games WW&MW to participate during school games time...

L - ﬁnﬁ ' S '
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T yreifdee 0 cqm C‘ﬂ J :
mgenlzzc«l \S  net  bay Qﬂol qus

This candidate attempts to write a story about a sport, but the attempt is hampered by a severe linguistic limitation.
There are gross errors of spelling— “fild’ (field), ‘futbboll’ (football), ‘becous’ (because), ‘whay’ (why); tense — ‘1
was have happy...", ‘I was said...’; sentence construction— ‘To play net boll and I was said yes...”, ‘I was in that
gimes when the people of net ball was colld’, etc. However, the candidate has knowledge of paragraphing, and
also manages to write some words correctly (‘said’, ‘class’, ‘you’, ‘going’, ‘my’, ‘people’ etc).

Mark awarded 06

14
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Composition C
You have 40 minutes to write your composition.

The following is the’ be:mm ng af q story. Compleie the story, making it as interesting as you can.

We may never Know that weare ytalented 1n something until we try. I never knew that I could excel in
sports until the day the games teacher asked me to participate dunng school games time... K -

DS 4.

0otier

15
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Quy gc,hDO\. EUEiLj ougﬂ nd _ scieamia Lo

N 5 0L {hedt \  yas. aaue & ” puse
|_oas %0 orodd d%t - f

Wik mj headdeacher-

T uo . t’:Lﬂd

_baﬁ__.[wmx Aﬂd

had 'Hnn—i “Fﬁk
belief dhat |

The candidate’s ability to communicate is still limited. Sentence structures are terrible, and tenses are mostly
incorrect, The candidate uses such expressions as ‘I didn’t knew’ (I didn't know), ‘1 was gave’ (I was given), ‘1
was to went’ (I was to go), ‘I could play football very better’ (... very well), ‘1 was gave a prise by my headteacher’
(I was given a present by my headteacher) etc. Spelling errors and incorrect word presentations are rampant—

‘obtion’ (option), ‘wispering’ (whispering), ‘nearbye’ (nearby), ‘caring’ (carrying), ‘continie’ (continue), ‘my
self” (myself), ‘game teacher’ (games teacher) etc. The full stop is used in wrong places especially in the second
paragraph. In spite of these mistakes, the candidate is able to arrange ideas in discernible paragraphs, spell a
number of words correctly, and present some correct sentence structures (e.g. ‘I never knew that I could...’, After
thirty minutes we got...”).

Mark awarded 10

16
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GROUPII: (11 — 20 MARKS)

Composition D
You have 40 minutes to write your composition.

The following is the beginnixg of a story. Complete the story, making it as interesting as you can.

We may never know that we are talcged in something until Xe try. I never knew that I could excel in
sports until the day the games teacher asked me to participate during school games time... *

17
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Although we can see a story line, the candidate still communicates with a lot of difficulty. Spelling mistakes
pervade this composition: ‘sinear’ (senior), ‘tolking’ (talking), ‘tolt’ (told), ‘boll’ (ball), ‘P.E. cate’ (PE. kip),
‘russed’ (rushed), ‘mutch’ (match), ‘were’ (where), ‘edded’ (ended) etc. Wrongly presented phrases pervade the
composition: ‘sport day’ (sports day), ‘game teacher’ (games teacher), ‘a smartly man’ (a smart/smartly-dressed
man), ‘ten minute later’ (fen minutes later) etc. These mistakes make the composition clumsy and unattractive.

Mark awarded 13

18
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Composition E

You have 40 minutes to write your composition.

The foilowing is the begigning
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This is definitely a better script than the previous one. The story reads relatively well in spite of the errors present.
Spelling mistakes are still a big challenge: ‘instraction’, (instruction), ‘continiue’ (continue), ‘dissapointing
(disappointing), ‘oponent’ (opponent), ‘belive’ (believe) etc. There are also word-form errors; e.g. ‘loosed’ (los?).
We also notice a monotonous use of the first person pronoun ‘I’ throughout the story.

Mark awarded 18

k]

21
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GROUPII: (21 -30 MARKS)

Composition F
You have 40 minutes to write your composition.

The following is the beginning of a story. Complete the story, making it as interesting as you can.

We may never know that we are talented in something until we try. I never knew that 1 could excel in
sports until the day the games teacher asked me to participate durmg school games time...

~,‘,4L~q rgn ﬁg&ﬁ ’Hzf; FUAngrs

22
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The candidate presents a story about a marathon race in a school setting. This is a candidate who is relatively
at ease with language; one who is able to use a variety of expressions correctly. We notice a considerable
improvement in the use of english idiom and vocabulary. We, however, still see errors of spelling— ‘paltipate’
(participate), ‘lighting’ (lightning), “untill’ (until), ‘showned’ (shown), ‘super-sonic’ (supersonic), ‘realy’ (really),
‘swifly’ (swiftly) etc.the use of a small letter at the beginning (‘at first...”)is also a glaring demerit. The introduction
of the issue of rain in the middle of the story looks like an unnecessary interruption to the flow as it adds no value.

Mark awarded 22
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Composition G

You have 40 minutes to write your compesition.

The followmg is the begmmng of a story Complete the story, makmg it as mrerestmg as you can.

We may ncver know that we are Iented in some mg unm we try. | ncvcr knew that I could excel in
sports until the- day the games teacher asked me to participate during school games time...
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This is a readable script. The candidate has developed a story about a football competition involving a number of
schools. His effort makes his team win, and this motivates him to like football. We are able to follow the narration
without straining. Some notable expressions used include: ...full of zeal’, ‘all and sundry’, to no avail’ etc.
However, we still see errors of spelling— ‘beleive’ (believe), ‘couch’ (coach), ‘practice’ (practise), ‘competited’
(competed); and word separation, e.g. ‘team mates’(feammates).

Mark awarded 26
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Composition H
You have 40 minutes to write your compoesition.
The following is the begmmng of a stwwy Complete tke:tary making it as mﬁerestmg as you can.

We may never know that we are talemed in somethmg untﬂ we t;y I never knew that I could excel in
sports until the day the games teacher asked me to participate during school games time...

\w lold.
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In this script, we notice a considerable improvement in plot development and in the use of the English idiom
and vocabulary. The candidate is relatively at ease with language and is able to use a variety of expressions
naturally and correctly. Use of such expressions as ‘The topical ageless sun was baking us with...’, ‘I was rather
embarrassed by the ... *... beads of perspiration...” etc confirm the candidate’s linguistic competence. However,
we still see errors: “The bell was rang’ (...rung), ‘my competitors began catching up to me’ (...with me), ‘tiresness’
(tiredness), ‘immerged” (emerged), ‘we were now a throw stone...” (...stone’s throw...) etc. The word “athletics’ at
the beginning of the composition is misplaced and should have been left out.

Mark awarded 29
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GROUPIV:  (31-40 MARKS)
Composition I

" You have 40 minutes to write your compeosition.
The following is the beginning of a story. Complete the story, makmg it as mterestzng as you can.

We may never know that we are talented in somethlng until we try. I never knew that I could excel in
sports until the day the games teacher asked me to participate during school games time..
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This composition is almost error-free. The candidate is in control and is able to communicate fully. Expression is
free and without constraint. The script gives evidence of linguistic maturity and good planning. The sentences are
well constructed, punctuation well used, vocabulary apt, and language creatively used. In addition, one cannot fail
to notice the neat handwriting, which gives the impression of an organized pupil. Nevertheless, some minor errors
are still noticeable: ‘swarth’ (swarthy), ‘dilema’ (dilemma), ‘When the stated...’ (..they..).

Mark awarded 35
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Composition J
‘You have 40 minutes to write your composition.

T he following is the begmnmg of a story. Complete the story making it as interesting as you can.

We may never know that we are talented in something until we try. I never knew that I could excel in
ool games time...
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This candidate is quite at home with language and is able to communicate freely and creatively. There is a definite

spark in the composition. The candidate goes out of his way to display skill and ability to sustain the reader’s
interest. Commendable mastery of the English language is evident in the level of vocabulary, variety of sentence
structure, and English idiom used in this composition. The few weak structures seen (e.g. “...achieve their dreams

in thoughts’ instead of achieve their dreams, *...the setting sun looked so big and ominous’ instead of ...big and

ominous) do not in any way interfere with the flow and strenth of this script.

Mark awarded
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