5.0 KENYAN SIGN LANGUAGE

5.1 GENERAL PERFORMANCE

Kenyan Sign Language (KSL) is a visual gestural language that is examined at the KCPE level.
Learners with hearing impairment are highly visual learners and all attempts are made to make the

KSL objective and composition papers as visual as possible.

The general combined performance of the KSL subject over the years is as indicated below:

Table 9: The General Performance of Candidates in KSL

YEAR 2010 2011 2012 2013 - 2014
% Mean 20.99 49.20 45.80 34.45 46.42
Candidature 544 540 643 595 638

5.2 KSL SECTION A - LANGUAGE USE

The performance of all candidates on the Kenyan Sign Language Objective paper is discussed below.
A total of 638 candidates sat for the paper and in the objective section with the mean mark of 21.60 out
of 50 with a standard deviation of 6.41.

Figure 5: Performance of all candidates on the KSL Objective Section.
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The table below shows the performance on the 2014 Kenyan Sign Language objective section
disaggregated by gender.
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Table 10: Performance of Candidates on the Obfective by Gender in 2014

No .of candidates Mean Standard Deviation
Male 360 21.78 6.54
Female 278 21.36 6.25
All 638 21.60 6.41

Analysis of Selected Items

The performance of candidates on each test item in the objective section was as shown in the figure

below:

Figure 6: Candidate’s Performance on all Test Items in the Objective Section
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From figure 6 above, it can be observed that there were ten (10) questions in the year 2014 KCPE

KSL Objective paper were not well performed by the candidates. The candidates could not go for the
correct response with ease from the given options. These questions are as indicated in the table below.

Table 11: Questions with a facility index less than 30%.

Question
Number 7 9 16 19 23 25 35 48 49 50
% Scoring
correctly 24.81 | 1421 | 26.61 | 1525 | 1240 | 2196 | 1886 | 17.83 | 16.23 | 20.16

Questions 7 and 9 were from the same section of the paper that required the candidate to look at the
pictures given below and respond to the questions asked.
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7. DAY PICTURE THIS IMPORTANT MORE WHY

a] CHILD CHILD EAT WELL//

b] CHILD CHILD DANCE ALOT//
c] CHILD CHILD PRIZE SAME GIFT-GIVE//

d] CHILD CHILD PRIZE SAME GIFT-RECEIVE//

Response Pattern

Option A B C D*
% choosing the option 10.08 32.30 31.78 24 .81
Mean mark in other questions 16.33 20.71 21.05 24.51

The question was testing the candidate’s ability to analyze the pictures given and give the best option that
summarises the importance of the day depicted in the pictures. The correct answer is D. While majority
of the candidates (32.30%) went for B as the correct option. The impression in option B was that the
children were giving the gifts on this day as opposed to them receiving gifts as depicted in D. The
teaching of KSL should ensure the use of movement to indicate the object of the sentence. Candidates
should be taught to keenly look at the options for meaning and better comprehension.

0
9. PICTURE THERE PERSON GIFT CHILD GIVE NAME OFFICIAL WHAT
a] GUEST BIG //

b] SCHOOL PERSON WORK //

c] GUEST FAT //

d] BOSS SCHOOL //

Response Pattern

Option A* B C D
% choosing the option 14.21 37.98 16.02 30.75
Mean mark in other questions 23.45 19.10 21.87 22.98

This question required candidates to use the correct vocabulary to describe the man giving the gifts
on this special occassion. Majority of the candidates (37.98%) went for option B whereas the correct
answer is A. It would seem that the candidates could not contextualize that the Guest of honour would
be the one giving the gifts to the children as opposed to the school worker that the majority went for
in option B. The teaching of KSL vocabulary in context is encouraged to enable the candidates to build
their vocabulary.
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Under this section candidates were given graphic illustration of signs and asked to identify the
meaning of the sign.

16.

: ?
WAY SPELL SIGN THIS CORRECT WHICH'
a} S-P-E-C-I-F-I-C//

b] J-O-I-N/

¢] I-N-T-E-R-P-R-E-T-E-R//

d] I-N-T-E-R-P-R-E-T//

Response Pattern

Option A B C D*
% choosing the option 15.76 19.64 36.43 26.61
Mean mark in other questions 18.64 20.95 21.08 23.73

The graphic illustration given above was meant to guide the candidates to correctly identify the sign and
give its correct spelling. All the words given in the options can be articulated at the front of the chest.
Majority of the candidates (36.43%) went for C as the correct option which signifies a person (Noun).
The correct answer is D which is a verb. Notice that the graphic illustration has no second part that would
make it a noun as often used to indicate nouns in KSL. The teaching of how to sign Nouns and Verbs
should therefore be emphasized and improved upon to enable the candidates to effectively differentiate
the two parts of speech when signing.

19. SIGN BELOW WHICH ACTION COPY NOTHING//
a] SIGN/
b] CRY//

¢] HAIR COMB//
d] FIGHT//

Response Pattern

Option A¥* B C D
% choosing the option 15.25 18.60 44.70 20.41
Mean mark in other questions 22.27 20.28 21.69 20.68

73

Powered by: www.manyamfranchise.com




Question 19 required the candidates to know how all the signs provided are signed and pick out the
sign which when you sign does not copy the action of how naturally the verb is done. Majority of the

candidates (44.70%) went for option C while the correct answer is A.
()

23. SIGN BELOW PLACE SIGN DIFFERENT WHICH

a] SIT//

b] GOOD//
¢] AFRICA//
d] KIKUYU//

Response Pattern

Option A* B C D
% choosing the option 12.40 2041 43.93 21.96
Mean mark in other questions 22.19 16.75 23.71 20.48

The question required the candidates to use their knowledge of how the different signs are made to pick
out the sign with the different place of articulation. Majority of the candidates (43.93%) went for option
C while the correct answer is A. The place of articulation for SIT is at the fingers and not on the back of
the hand as is the case with the other signs given. When teaching KSL, the components of a sign such as

place of articulation need to be distinctly emphasized for various signs.
f)

25. SIGN TWO MOVEMENT DIFFERENT HAVE WHICH

a] GREEN/LEAF//

b] SORRY/PLEASE//
¢] WORRY/RAIN/
d] SWEEP/SING//

Response Pattern

Option A B C* D
% choosing the option 30.49 27.65 21.96 18.35
Mean mark in other questions 20.14 20.82 - 24.68 20.35

Just like in the foregoing discussion, this question required the candidates to use their knowledge of
how the different signs are made to pick out the pair of signs with the different movement. Majority of
the candidates (30.49%) went for option A while the correct answer is C. The movement for WORRY
is circular while the movement of RAIN is up and down. Teachers are advised to teach the various
movements of signs in KSL alongside other components of a sign.
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In the next question, candidates were presented with the graphic illustration below.

3s.

MOTHER CLEAN FINISH//

a] COOK
b] KITCHEN
c] FIRE
d] HOT

Response Pattern

Option A B* C D
% choosing the option 70.28 18.86 7.75 2.07
Mean mark in other questions 20.99 24.88 17.93 15.00

In Question 35 above all the words given can be signed as illustrated. This question required the
candidates to pick out the sign which best completes the sentence given in correctly. Majority of the
candidates (70.28%) went for option A while the correct answer is B. when used in the sentence given
the sign COOK cannot be correct. Teachers should teach signs that are signed the same way but have
different meaning (synonyms) in KSL and how to use them in the correct KSL sentence structures.

Another section that candidates had problems getting the correct option was based on the story below:

READ STORY BELOW SAME ANSWER QUESTION 41-50 CORRECT//

AGO VILLAGE NAME G-0O-R-O MAN ONE TOGETHER WIFE/MAN NAME M-A-I-T-A/WIFE
NAME M-O-N-A/ SON ONE HAVE CLEVER MORE NAME N-E-G-I/ALL HAPPY HAPPY LIVE//
GRANDFATHER THERE OLD SAME SICK ALWAYS/ N-E-G-I GRANDFATHER LOVE ALOT/
SELF LOVE GRANDFATHER FOOD SERVE/ CLOTH WASH SAME HOUSE HIS SWEEP/TIME
MOTHER N-E-G-I FOOD SERVE GRANDFATHER USE PLATE WHICH / WOOD / FAMILY
MEMBER OTHER PLATE SILVER USE//

DAY ONE N-E-G-I GARDEN GO START PLATE WOOD MAKE MAKE/ HAPPEN MOTHER
COME MOTHER SHOCK SEE N-E-G-I PLATE WOOD MAKE MAKE /ASK N-E-G-I/ PLATE

?
WOOD MAKE MAKE WHY N-E-G-I ANSWER TELL WHAT PLATE WOOD MAKE FOOD
SERVE MOTHER -YOU/SAME FATHER TIME BOTH OLD// MOTHER SURPRISE MORE/
SAME SHAME BIG FROM DAY THIS MOTHER AGAIN FOOD SERVE GRANDFATHER PLATE
WOOD USE NOTHING//
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This section had ten (10) questions. Three (3) questions under this section were not well performed by
the candidates as discussed below.

l)

48. SENTENCE TRUE ABOUT STORY THIS WHICH

a] FATHER N-E-G-I1 USE PLATE WOOD ALWAYS//

b] N-E-G-I HATE FATHER SAME MOTHER HIS//

c] MOTHER N-E-G-I OPPRESS GRANDFATHER N-E-G-1//
d] GRANDFATHER N-E-G-I PLATE SILVER HATE//

Respon’ée Pattern

Option A B C* D
% choosing the option 34.88 20.93 17.83 23.51
Mean mark in other questions 21.78 20.54 20.58 22.26

This question required candidates to comprehend the story given and answer questions based on the
story correctly. Sentences were given about the story and only one was true. Majority of the candidates
(34.88%) went for option A. The correct answer is C. From the story given one would read that the
mother to Negi was oppressing or mistreating Negi’s grandfather.

‘,
49. FROM STORY THIS LESSON BEST MOTHER LEARN FINISH WHICH

a] MUST SERVE PEOPLE ALL EQUAL//
b] RESPECT N-E-G-1//

c] GARDEN IMPORTANT//

d] PLATE WOOD MAKE GOOD MORE//

Response Pattern

Option A* B C D
% choosing the option 16.28 17.31 17.05 48.06
Mean mark in other questions 22.57 20.36 19.74 21.93

This question required candidates to comprehend the story given and be able to deduce the moral lesson
that Negi’s mother learnt. Majority of the candidates (48.06%) went for option D while the correct
answer is A.
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9

50. TITLE BEST STORY THIS WHICH

a] GRANDFATHER SICK//
b] CLEVER N-E-G-I//

c] VILLAGE G-O-R-0O//

d] PLATE WOOD MAKE//

Response Pattern

Option A B* c D
% choosing the option 16.28 20.16 39.02 23.77
Mean mark in other questions 18.25 22.30 22.70 20.43

After reading the passage, the candidates were required in this question to pick from the options given
the best title that would suit the passage read. They were expected to rely on the setting, mood and tone
of the story to make the best decision. Majority of the candidates (39.02 %) went for option C. The best
option based on the aspects afore mentioned and the options given is B.
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5.3  KSL SECTION B- COMPOSITION

Paper Format

This section consisted of one guided compulsory composition to be written within 40 minutes. The
composition was as follows:

WA

MRS
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TIME 40 MINUTE USE PICTURE PICTURE THESE WRITE STORY
STORY YOUR START SENTENCE START//

DAY THIS ALL SCHOOL ARRIVE TIME SEVEN HALF MORNING//

The question tested the candidate’s ability to compose an original, creative and convincing account.
Candidates had to write an account that was grammatically correct, accurate with good use of punctuation
and vocabulary. The mood of the pictures was to resonate in the candidate’s work and mastery of plot
development as well as proficiency in the use of glossed KSL structures based on the pictures given.
The expected vocabulary was to be related to a school setting and the aspects that are related to school

activities.
General Performance in KSL Composition

Figure 7: Performance on KSL Composition in KCPE 2014
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The table above represents the performance of all candidates on the KSL Composition paper. The
highest mark awarded was 39, the mean mark was 15. The total number of candidates who sat for KSL
Composition were 651.

The KSL Composition paper had a mean of 14.82 and a standard deviation of 7.94.
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