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3.0 ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION

The English examination consisted of two sections:
Section A — Objective items; Section B — composition writing.

3.1  GENERAL PERFORMANCE OF CANDIDATES

Table 6 below shows the performance of candidates in English in the 2011 KCPE examinatioft.

Similar data for the years 2008, 2009 and 2010 is also provided for comparison.

Table 6: General Performance in English for the last four years.

Year 2008 2009 2010 2011
Paper | Obj Comp | Obj Comp | Obj Comp | Obj Comp
% Mean |41.58 |4048 |45.76 |32.40 |49.12 |42.70 |[46.24. | 4247 |.

From the Table 6 above, the following can be deduced:

(1) That the percentage mean for the objective paper declined by 2.88 points from 49.12 in 2010 to
46.24 in 2011;

(ii) That the percentage mean for the composition paper also declined slightly by 0.23 points from
42.70 in the year 2010 to 42.47 in 2011

Figure 1 below shows the performance pattern in the two papers graphically.-
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3.2 SECTION A: OBJECTIVE PAPER

The percentage mean for the paper declined to 46.24 and is comparable to the 2009 level when it was
45.76.

3.2.1 Analysis of selected items

Figure 2 below shows the pattern of performance per item in the objective paper for a sample of %
768,606 candidates (nearly the entire) whose mean was 23.00/46.00 per centage with a standard
deviation of 6.68.
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From Figure 2 above, it can be observed that there were eight (8) questions in the year 2011KCPE
English Objective Paper in which 30% or less of the candidates scored correctly. These questions,
together with the percentage of candidates scoring on them correctly are shown in Table 7.

Table 7 :Questi(;fls with a facility index of 30% and below.

Question Number 4 g | 11 12 22 35 | 39 |49

% Scoring Correctly | 29.93 | 21.97 | 19.11 | 20.60 | 28.82 | 29.86 [20.05 13.74

Questions 4, 8, 11 and 12 were all based on the cloze passage below. Four out of fifteen items in the
cloze passage gave candidates problems.
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Questions 1 to 15
Read the passage below: It contains bfank spaces numbered 1 to 15, For each blank space, choose the
best aiternative from the choices given.

It is often _1_ that all living things, plants and animals, have a _2_for existence. Each living
organism plays an importantrole _3__ it exists. However, there is one creature whose importance is 4
4 _to see. This is the mosquito. What most people know _8__ this tiny beast is that it is the major _6
by which Malaria is spread. Itis therefore not _7_ that some people have demanded the complete -
elimination of _8 species from the face of the earth. ‘
to spread disease. It just wants to feed itself
and to reproduce. Researchers have discovered that the female mosquito needs to feed on blood in
order to lay eggs. Ag it moves from one source to another in 10 _of blood, it ends up picking up and
spreading the organisms that cause the disease. A common rule of nature is 11_ at wm‘k here: the
survival of one creature means the death of another.

Some scientists have argued that the insectis not 12 useless. It serves as food for some
other creatures such as lizards, geckos and birds. The lives of these predators _13 _be at risk if there
were no mosquitoes, and this would 14 affect the population of animals that in turn feed on the
predators. All this would finally affect the food chain, causing an imbalance 18 nature.

It is interesting to note that the insect does not _9

Question 4
A. hard B. impossble  C. easy D. clear
Response Pattenf
Option o A* B* C D
% choosing the option 29.93 32.79 25.45 11.06
Mean mark in other questions . 26.86 21.97 20.68 19.56

The question tested the candidates’ ability to select the appropriate adjective that collocates with the
expression “to see”. In the context of the passage the narrator finds it difficult to see any importance
of the mosquito. The idiomatic expression used is “’hard to see’’. This is given in option A. Majority
of candidates choose option B (“impossible to see”. This is so final and does not accord with what is
later revealed about the mosquito. Option C and D present a situation contrary to that in A and B and
hence wrong as it is not consistent with the flow of thought.

Question 8
A. that B. those C. this . D.  these
Response Pattern
Option A B Cc* D
% choosing the option 6.27 27.00 21.97 44.04
| Mean mark in other questions 18.39 20.26 24.33 24.94
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This question tested the candidates’ ability to select the demonstrative determiner before the noun
“species”. Candidates were misled by the seemingly plural form of the word “species” when in fact it
is singular and has no plural form. The brightest candidates chose the wrong option D. Indeed, even
the average candidates who chose option B relied on the same misconception. Together these two
categories accounted for 71.04% of the candidature. These can only mean that teachers have not-taught
(std 5, std 8) such nouns in this class, as, ‘series’,  genesis, news, politics, ‘measles’, ‘rabies:

Question 11 *
A, seen B. found C. naoticed D. observed

Response Pattern

Option A* "B . C D*
% choosing the option 19.11 19.25 25.68 35.25
Mean mark in other questions 25.98 . 23.62 23.43 22.38

Like number 4, this questlon tested the cand1dates ability to select the appropriate word that
collocated with those in the context. Normally, the idiomatic expression goes: “seen at work” meaning
in operation. Candidates chose ‘observed’ option D. Observed/noticed suggests a physical
phenomena; seen implies a mental activity.

Question 12

A, actually B. fully C.  extremely D. completely
Response Pattern
Option A B . C D*
{ % choosing the optlon 40.60 10.45 27.65 20.60
Mean mark in other questions 23.38 21.34 21.61 25.53

This question tested the candidates’ ability to select the best adverb to fill the slot not only in terms of
meaning, but also with regard to structure. Majority of the candidates went for option A. “Actually’,
has the meaning of “as a matter of fact”. In this sense it can only fit in the initial sentence slot ie. at the
beginning and would still require a modifier in slot 12. Otherwise it would not accord with the flow of
the argument in the passage. Both “fully” option B and “extremely” option C are intensifiers but which
are rather vague. This leaves us with option D ‘completely’, which was chosen by the very best
candidates. :
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Question 22

A. The doctor said, “Keep medicine out of
children’s reach.”
B. The doctor said, keep medicine out of
childrens’ reach.”
C. The doctor said, “keep medicine out of
childrens’ rea
D. The doctor said, “keep medicine out of
, children’s reach.”
 Response Pattern

Option ‘ A* B C D
.~ % choosing the option 28.82 4.43 32.05 33.89
Mean mark in other questions 24.62 18.08 23.24 22.39

This item tested punctuation. Candidates were required to select the sentence that was properly
punctuated in direct speech. It may seem the contest was between options C and D. Average and
above average candidates were misled. Those who chose D failed to realize that the doctor’s utterance
was quoted in its enfirety in one stretch and so required a capital letter at the beginning. Those who
chose option C, apart from failing to recognize the anomally in option D mentioned above, also failed
to notice that ‘children’ is already plural and does not require an ‘s’ before the possessive marker.
Option B was rightly dismissed by the majority as it lacked the opening speech marks. Only the
poorest candidates who were presumably guessing chose it.

Question 35

Why do you think the old lady “let outa
hearty laugh™? |
A. She was amused by the girls’ ignorance.
B. She wanted to surprise the girls.
C. She wanted to show off that she knew
English. v
D. She was proud about her community.

Response pattern

Option \ A* B c D
% Choosing the option ' 29.86 15.31 43.11 10.80
Mean mark in other questions 26.01 22.13 22.29 19.93

This question tested inference. The candidates were required to assign a reason for the old lady’s
action of “’letting out a hearty laugh’’ when the young ladies were surprised that she spoke English.
Forty three percent of average candidates chose the wrong option C . The boasting comes later as she
explains how she acquired the English from its owners. The ‘surprise’ option B had already taken
place when the old lady switched to English on realising that one of the girls did not understand her
language. Option D is vague. Furthermore it is not stated in the passage. This leaves us with the correct
option A, which was chosen by the cleverest candidates scoring 26.01 on the test.
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Question 39 and 49 were based on the passage below.

Read the passage below and then answer questions 39 10 50.

One of the most amazing things about the discovery of a 2,000 year old cemetery in the Bahariyah -
Oasis in Egypt was that no one was looking for it. No one even knew it existed. It had been completely
buried by sand.

In 1996, a donkey belonging to a guard at the nearby temple stumbled into a hole in the sand
a mile from the temple. When the guard peered into the hole, he saw something shining bnghtly He
reported the discovery to Egyptian archaeologists nght away.

However, the archaeologists did not begin serious digging immediately. They did not have the
workers or the money. So they made a quick survey of the site, and then covered everything up again.
They wanted to hide it from thieves and protect it from exposure to the sun and weather. Finally, in 1999,
they had enough money to begin exploring the site.

On their very first day of work, after digging only several feet into the sand, they found a lot of
mummies. Mummies are dead bodies that have been preserved for a long time. They are mostly found in
Egypt. One of them had an especially beautiful mask. It was not a pharaoh’s mummy, though. It turned
out that none of the tombs in this cemetery belonged to royalty. Most of the people buried here came
from families that grew rich by trading in wine.

The most spectacular of these mummies have masks made of plaster covered with a thin layer of
gold. Many are in wonderful condition. And because grave robbers never found these tombs, everything
that was buried with them is still there. Most of the mummies have been left where they were found, but
a few of the best preserved ones are on dlsplay in the Bahariyah Museum, where the public can take a
look at them.

Two mummies were found lying side by side and were probably a husband and a wife. His mask
and chest plate were decorated with religious figures. Her head was turned in his direction, indicating
that the husband had died first,

Two other mummies are of children. Archaeologists think they were brother and sister because
they were found together. The boy was probably about five years old. His mask with its painted eyes and
features are so real - he almost seems alive!

Did archaeologists find treasures in these tombs? It depends on what you mean by “treasures.”
They have/not found any solid gold, but they have discovered all sorts of objects. The people buried in
the cemetery may have thought some of these items would be useful in the afterlife. Or some may have
been intended as gifts to the gods. For example, archaeologists have unearthed small statues of various
gods. They have found many pieces of jewelry - necklaces, bracelets and anklets - made of copper, glass,
ivory and semi-precious stones.

They have also discovered many pottery pieces used for storing, cooking or serving food. There

4 were some bronze Greek and Roman coins too. And in the children’s tombs, they found toys - carved
. . animals for the children to play with in the afterlife,

Archaeologists will be able to learn more about these people and their way of life by further
studying their mummies and the things buried with them. And so many mummies were buried in the
Valley of the Golden Mummxes that excavation and leaming will continue at the site for years to come.

ar

(Adapted from Secrets of the Past by World Book, Inc. 2002)
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Question 39

The discovery of the 2,000 year-old

cemetery in Bahariyah was
A. very sudden -
B. really surprising
C. quite accidental
D. extremely important.

Response pattern

n .

Option B C D
% choosing the option 13.99 48.71 20.05 16.29
Mean mark in the questions 22.49 23.77 24.85 19.65

The occurrence of the word ‘amézing’ in the opening sentence of the passage misled the candidates into choosing option B.
Forty Eight point Seven One of above average candidates went for this option. What was
amazing/surprising was in fact the fact that the discovery was quite accidental, option C. No one was
looking for it, nor did anyone know it existed. But option B and D are there as far as the passage is
concerned, but come later in the passage. Candidates should be taught to use elimination method in
approaching comprehension questions. It does not pay jumping at answers before other alternatives
have been considered.

Question 49

The word unearthed means
A. removed
B. discovered
C. exposed
D. recovered.

Response pattern

Option A B C* D
% Choosing the option 16.41 59.17 13.73 9.53
Mean mark in other questions 23.12 23.71 22.79 20.06

This was a.vocabulary test. Candidates were expected to select the verb that appropriately replaces the
highlighted word as used in the passage. Majority of the candidates went for option B. The argument
in the passage is that these statues are presumed to be ‘gods’. The discovery of the tombs is already
made. What is happening is that several of these statues are being brought out of the earth. where they
had been burried and so being ‘exposed’. ‘Removed’ and ‘recovered’ have meanings of take ‘out of
positon’ or being ‘repossessed’ respectively and hence cannot be what was meant.

3.0 SECTION B: COMPOSITION
The paper declined slightly in the percentage mean by 0.23 points from 42.70 in the year 2010 to 42.47

in the 201 1. This may be attributed to the fact that the candidates could not relate to the topic as readly
as in 2010. ’ ' '
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As always, the paper tested the candidates’ ability to compose a personal and convincing account.
Candidates had to write an account that is accurate grammatically and fluent in that it reads well, is
interesting and original. Mastery of plot development as well; as proficiency in the use of a variety of
structures and vocabulary was expected. To do justice to the topic, the candidates had to show the
preparations done (“’...we were ready’’) towards the day; the expectations of the pupils, staff and
administration; the arrival and receipt of guest of honour (M.P) and parents and community; the events
of the day, including the award of prizes to those who excelled in various areas, and the role the

. , §
narrator (candidate) played and the conclusion of the day.

GRoupr 1: (01 - 10 Marks)

Composition A

! You have 40 minutes to write your composition.

Below is the beginning of a story. Write and complete the story. Make your story as interesting as you can.

We lined up on both sides of the road from the school gate ready to welcome our Membcr of Parhament (MP).
It was our school prize-giving day . .
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Candidate hardly communicates. Candidate has learnt a few English words and can spell some
correctly, “the”, “to”, “go”, “take”, “one”, “two”, “this”. Other words sound English but they are not
English words. Such words as, “awa”, “hedtecha”, “afuta”, “onili”, “faitini”, “polis”, “cam”, “neme”.
The candidate has some concept of paragraphing (indenting) though exaggerated. Letters are mostly
well shaped and there is juncture and some punctuation.

Mark awarded 02

| 5
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Composition B

You have 40 minutes to write your composition.

I
Below is the begmmng of asto . Write and complete the story. Make your story as mtemstmg as you can.
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This candidate communicates with difficulty. The sentence structures are strained and tenses are mostly
incorrect. Candidate uses some expressions and sayings that are inapt and which cause difficulty ih
understanding. Candidate has a problem with forming letter ‘r’, which mostly appears as an x at first causing
problems reading the words where it occurs. In addition, the small letters ‘f, ‘j’ and ‘c’ are written as capital ‘F’
on ‘J’ and ‘C’ on every occasion even when they are in the middle of a sentence or word. But the candidate has
generally learnt letter formation, juncture, ¢ paragraphing and ‘punctuation’. Spellings are good.

Mark awarded 06

11
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Composition C

THE DAY 1w NEVER FDC‘:GT

[ You have 40 minutes to write your- composition. '

Below is the beginning of a story. Write and complete the story. Make your story as interes‘ting as you can. . .

We lined up on both sides of the road from the school gate ready to welcome our Member of Parliament (MP).
It was our school prize-giving day . .
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\

The candidate opens with an error of spelling, separating the indefinite pronoun into two separate
words, “’everybody’’ rendered as “every body”. In fact, one may look at the error as grammatical
| involving word classes rather than spelling. Whichever way one looks at it, it causes difficulty in

| understanding the sentence. Other grammatical errors involve noun - verb agreement e.g (“as a
dwarfs’’,” they came and tells us’’), number agreement “a permission ”. The candidate confuses
‘with’ for ‘which’, ‘loose’, for ‘lose’, ‘peoples’ for ‘people’, misspells elementary words such as
‘both’ and ‘member’ (even when they are before their eyes), ‘queen’, ‘waited’, ‘until’, ‘laughing’,
‘desperate’, ‘beginning’, ‘seated’, ‘bad’. Otherwise this composition communicates better than the
previous one. ' ' '

Mark awarded 08

13
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Composition D

You have 40 minutes to w:itg Your composition, -

Below is the beginning of a story. Write and complete the story; Make your story as interesting as you can.

We lined up on both sides of the road from the:school gate ready to welcome our Member of Parlisment éAP).
It was our school prize-giving day . . . ' ‘
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The candidate communicates almost fully, but hamperéd by limited language resources. There are
many errors of agreement and construction, spelling and phraseology. There is discernible plot and
composition is mainly relevant.

Mark awarded 10
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GROUPIL: (11 —20 marks)

Composition E

; / You have 40 minutes to write your composition. -

Below is the beginning of a sto Wme and complete the story. Make your story as mterestmg as you can. . )
%
We lined up on both sides of the road from the school gate ready to welcome our Member of Parliament CMP5 '
‘ Wos  weLt

It was our school prize-giving day . EN@ (o} Juf School
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Candidate still makes glaring errors of spelling (‘clumbed’ for ‘clapped’, ‘continueity’ for ‘continuity’); breaks
| words without due regard for syllable boundaries (fo-llowed, be-tter) makes errors of agreement( *’...teacher
\ also were...”’), misuses prepositions ( ‘calling on the names...”) and commits construction errors (*...pupils who

got nothing they were told...”). Despite the many errors, communication is complete.

Mark awarded 13
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Composmon F

THE Mies | MEMo/.mB/ﬁ PAY AT

/ You hs;vg, 40 minutes 71/ Qycww 0Mpo!

?te m
oll o v/
- Below is the begmnmg of a story. Write anMplete the story. V ‘S.C L

We lined up on both sides of the road from the school gate ready to welcome our Member of Parliament (MP).
It was our school pnze-ngmg day To those pha have done well in ﬂ.ay 4
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Eloscar  pad eﬂl—er/é)r/'oee/ e f({g,{é‘ L i _Sonl
obrle, Poomis ond and Pladir- b tvor The Lead {deche
endin? hif soeech -
AFEer 1 /ad_mf bar ﬁ‘h.rh eod et by /16
which wasr The e mp: Syomvd Lo mgdmjcrﬁerg
 che wses arounsd ald when she yealized everJone
kigs Cary She cl/eo ‘gg{ égk Vpile ggzd Len & zzgg_g{
A5 L tnmas /d.sz Lavir _allow The F4est of hopsir
oy mp- to Sive uc b sreech but Afivse [ weuld [14e
Yo Thanls__au hoe oho Sfo0li  pavt 107 Variour -
CHLer i Besit _GChivieig) ey bveve Vevry Keod

and wntevectin 3 especlolly the Twe Poem abant
The lazy A&V Yeank Jov Fuﬂ/u;.-m e 7he me&

_note coutllitie Te thants oy He Leackerr Protusedd
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Jor e 7/120/ warli dene with Pullis 1n Pr ggg?
for Abem fov ﬁwéww

Migeh -

%ﬁ (almrnecs Set en mz:[ I-/a/lgzg QQ&QQ
"y 15 o Jreat da) Lor betause auv mp and v ‘
VISs ber L/Ofn 122 Us we_cve very/ bopgsl. and alse our

Top fchievers Biademt bedoute Ly Livet pyize
G’ _def that har be cer @btchHod bT otey 17F
. Snd _ouy Prverctov Edt cezdlor Nedle. Jﬂiélv -
| e _fivie pdPily v Bo Thawiand MenTe
___ié__,/lﬂ} Ue wayr had U 32 Payles Thr Setorrad
MMM{/M? alld Seh et aﬂ/ﬁ"
We Tarlhd o owy plp Lov wWhat- ot he dme
0 wus 1 Thii Geew-
sur _head 4eacher féa_ thes ever] bady
and _nvried Juest DIl sard and dene li
- aral Mmemovable okl it vy £inev 1n pad
Mthd for @ lm) Tinte 4o &arte: [ opl¥
learnt fo oo MY becr .

wA77/7 4 %«/hmﬁm}_}va? "

fra—y

Though this composition has a lot more errors and the plot not so developed, it has an edge over the previous
composition because of better use of vocabulary and some rudimentary attempt at using direct speech. One can
feel the candidate addressing an audience.

. Mark awarded 15
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Composition G

Ea Bave 40 minutes to writs vourcs ;‘;’ipt}SiiiOﬂ.
#

low s the beginning of a 1073 ?If’we and complete whe story, Moke yowr siory g8 interesting as you oo

’% lined up on both:sides of the road from the school gate ready to welcome ovr Member of Parhamcm (MP).
It was our gehool pn’ze»giving é&y ‘.. ,

mmal hzmm -M .
e 3 "t@l\ from Hxs

tinga fresh air.

m M more-e thi abggf f%d@ggd puptle ngmg@ nat
oon Aol heiy hgpymm__ \ K i !
up and clown ke #f Jesu ' 0ME

Zd&x the al excitoment we ,;gf down _edy

o hewe what the hodiecher wantad to tell
it hbor the Morcodos Benz or mﬁ”ihmmw
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een him whon he i young hQ Ui o drem eFm!g_ |
a_Momber of pafhmni 0nQday as tho gaying goefq dieg

‘[N IO ) 4 3 el
J Qﬁlﬂl _hmt hu\’ndﬁl’ Dtd threathening fo
jnﬂﬂpd ou Q‘g my SKinny poaL prubody  umpad oyl

mﬂg 0 gcwe 1he.w mg,g ]hg Mgmbar of parhw#

L_mﬁxﬁ_fmljngbﬂg fr me it wne jut Like

Aooking for & @t in atolal darkneg
l ran_af fmst _af 1f my feeblc legr tould

“ To me I‘R m_s &a vamgt “Hae bcaﬁrg afmg
hmﬁh_mm h@ard L) be hu mile. M
suppolt v M th@rd zm «rhe

m&mm P h&MMg

The candidate communicates still with difficulty because of scarce language resources. This is further
aggravated by use of clichés, some even misused. Construction errors resulting in run-on sentences. For
instance the candidate writes: ‘what about teachers and pupils you could not even tell their happiness.” These
structural problems cause the sense of the sentences to suffer. But the candidate shows involvement and some
ambition.

Mark awarded 17
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Composition H

‘You have 40 minutes to write your compesition, -
Below is the begmﬁmg of astory. Write and complete :he story. Make your story as interesti ng as you can' .

We lined up on both sides of the road from the school gate ready to welcome our Member of Parhament (MP).

It was our school prize-giving day . . HA%NQRK PA\IS ‘ §

We lined up on loth cdes of ‘f\qg r00d
Lo ‘the  sthotl aate  yeodu W welcome |
b DMember  of YRicliament CMP) \F woas
s g%-{;fwm doy which  voas qo\r\q +H

Fember of Rulamvient ? hed
a\rnvgcﬁ 'n:\vz 1’\2 Q«n\/&:«f Wﬂ‘h ng b

harmmer - Do cooraer \m& Selted
khan al e inattend. oma %to

:?hou{ any Furdhver ado  the VMWW
b up and 7 pueleormod thg quest |
honswr - He " nek omly’ . oelcarviedd  Buimn . but
also e dhonk im L WE orvival.
AS  gon aS e  leadtedgr  Badhad
’(a%@ e feacher  wobw pws  tesponsble |

frw,s m& sports  steod ard addvesed |
p\mﬁ?a the peoo& n_a fadion &
called He wgem Ly
pupnls ’rb skart  the  event ol a

worcg g procyey

UV~ Yy

| ; ﬂ d«gh@ﬁ +‘b ﬁ*\ﬂ*’ QCE ”’{‘?\Pi
o .%.."'\__QVS of e nwsgm K
ey o\l dod 1y o like
R A% rohistle FYOIY'\ ﬂng, i’méﬁ

.;N" by o gpave . tha  boy v:\v)s’c\x&-
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.: al chw:ﬂs ‘mg cé“lc

Qmiqt 2 T N T T W

chDe’cr{”oU" carted  runnirs . Thee VoS

‘H/Im Cfrow?s ! One vaﬂ"ru ql.[)_?\mr‘\‘ in blue

N cé[awk H’\Q OMVQV\Q b\M"Hf'L Q. S"U"f N jg_“mg
the lg{f oONe iy rec’f cr\ ;e\mw ﬁqurg'

| mf‘t"arrv{cre theve vvere  alw Pvese,r\h
fr He wincw. As on os the nwmm
?o:f Prished  thaiv  everds  then P P'\rm.m
cde  cloarkd ofbv tha  Liwrded mabe I
runngrs  then g exc\mr\mm & gmall
stickg ard %Hq te ‘W‘M & dues -\ was
one _of the runrers Gn horded’ setve

pet ifion

i‘O"\Q‘U’\![QSS‘ e Loere co.\\g‘x \ow ﬂ'\g
garvs rmaster  and  lingd up . \ wxas N
| teerm  ohich bad a ghidk i blee in
clovr | did et Laant kB let e dowod and
bried all | the best and win te comvpehon
In a g‘pmlf of an eue all te evenk Loe
Finishe e the mpcrhn!'mmw
polich s wxm out e
| ProbabLM e ° Member mvlmfmﬂ% uns
alled 40~ QWQ out the persents o e
 winras. He ¥ gaded o the  lowev dases
oming fo fhe  upper-Smrely bad g
reachdd our class vabwn we all sh_riecf S"\W
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The candidate makes an effort to communicate but the English idiom is not fully formed. There are
errors which mainly emanate from vernacular modes of thought translated into English resulting in
construction problems; misuse of prepositions and errors of noun-verb agreement. For instance, the
candidate writes; “there he arrived with his blue hammer,” causing problems of communication. The
reader has to reconstruct the meaning. “there” might be the Kiswahili “punde” equivalent of “there
and then” or “presently” The brand of car meant is “Hummer” which the candidate misspells.

Other wrongly used expressions attributable to mother tongue influence are; “parents for the winner®’
, “...addressed himself to the people” (addressed the people), “ no time to spare” (without wasting
time), “shirt in blue in colour...” (wearing blue/ in blue shirts). “...responsible of games...” There are
expressions that have not been learnt but are used, for instance, “in a split of an eye” (in the twinkle of
an eye? In a blink? Within no time?) “in attendance”( audience? all present?). Then there are misused
words for example, “aghast”, “probably”, “collic” (colleague?); “inattendance” (in attendance); tense
errors for instance, “thank” (thanked)

The effect of these many language issues is to make the composition heavy and slow to read and
communication suffers greatly. Nonetheless, the candidate makes quite an effort to use cohesive
devices in the composition. With a little support from the teacher; the candidate could have presented
a much better composition. As it is the candidates have been left on their own, to make the best they
can from whatever they gather from whatever source.

Mark awarded 20
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Group III (21 - 30 Marks)

Composntnon I »
You have 40 minutes to write your composition. -

Below is the beginning of a ife et to Make guz story as intergsting as you can,

We lined c:g muéiej{: ISII&;;O%? g}i 'z‘go:“f?ej dy to welcome our embefm g‘ lia}';l?ent N%)Uﬁ

It was ourufchool prize-giving day Qa ﬂa\ f 'i? yﬂw %m q “ﬁ“a’i (
ally, 'ot was  a__day hke o

pthe Q4 m puo d ¥ minr ther

\NJV\ng dggf} ‘g)d.J Q bnqht Clear  mbrai withouy
wudl mist  which nmmdlg envolref Ahig %j o Ahe
new hn& KO premoaitions: po s.qn:, dram _or OMen (-

o ing og thurmbs- T i yet_Qrother Moraing
104 2 G\ t‘ ‘." ullf Qr: bagy 18 : ft}\ﬁ

f E Memier U,F oav\\arr’mt W wds Mv,dmga ‘-(!km
| 4“!\\4. Ulmont Ld@ drfred t0 Wil and Yook
?'ﬁlm_ﬂﬂ_ﬁﬁmhk dso (szmonf. looked Spick and
an- X0 one ot walk alttWhee  the N of
Mum_hﬂ%dwauf with
balloons ond crepe papors_Qf digepcent Glsureld is aop

M_&m__;%mgﬁmm be
smuk
Jes! % wa a Pmrm\qgt on_where the  Mpmber
,? Qddl(lmen’c wag 3@ Q;hfé d our thel P(nZ{’q!Vma
A (vad  wias m(d o Qpacity. Drervone s,

1 wiiking f!;* Ahe auzL_Bl‘f_\aniJosu;in, q

- Ahaus % a [Jam(o’f 44t Lu;z could bear a4 SQreen

of qv:hrrlg We were  pow Mc_&hzi_'ﬂulaaglm

9%& \fn& Qrve -
orld ok 4 denssphete as he !

t“ﬂhﬂhtt& ntﬂ'u vihecle W it warml el omed
Dum\J radhets aod whe akended” 4he mﬂbn

.
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. ‘memtv)q he glten o fo@t and e headdzacher
< = brought *&\e mnmon 1 an ovder-We ndiaded his

mna Ahe queft 4D bt reg% Aﬁﬁlt .
ratien 0€ dhe * yL&JMﬂM;hLML_
Ny ncwiu 4 e qmn a” chance %

Ane ” heddea chor uplomed him 10 deliver his
Qq;mh Pumis wery hﬂvw <U O pregnd ik dther

v hen - hira_pelarChin
. jeskic ingvont og @n He ;cnuhe& huihr&
o an an, “headracher, Yeachus it

%_od morning.- & 1§ quother v\?&'&mn«& mornan whitch
od has given gvee ond e :ije usk be hippu
IS W11 Knew“dhot each op ug s
Oudare of Ahe “pMaRion of Yhis day.
W\wa{ 1 wdl bkt & otal Ca-opffaftron cm& 1
will Ve qeu £0 Yemain Sileat af a deserted

CeMekpey - Lask year, U had Dhy hunémd_ﬂﬂidmi_.
mhp__.sv ‘

el T now want 4» 4ol +he candidaies o

%:J ytar 4o doubly Ate epore @ dhat 'th&u
(g (b.ffx out_With qood resubs

sk Subiert wds fad he matics A‘ulh\dul
_bu tnq\l.f\\ and  Ahea Kiswahiin Let MLM apon

- Ahe  Xeachers \who i touat these subjedrd and the
mrsk fupil \n QVemLm%wet 1 wivh yoy a qeed _journg
\A\nen au i}t &Q QM'GJ 'tO wau.f VQ“W-J \JQHMQ&'MI
A hank pu” AL One thr s MWerld Cheers grom

Once again there are many errors- all kinds! But we shall focus on spelling in this composition. Apart
from the misspelling of the word “guest”(which is actually a case of carelessness as the candidate
clearly knows the correct spelling and has correctly spelt it thrice in the same composition). There are
words, which the candidate has “misspelt”. On the surface it may be seen that there are no spelling
errors, but on close examination of the sense of the sentences where these occur, one finds that a
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different word was called for. Take for example, the expression “...no pupil would afford to miss this
suspicious day”. The word the candidate had in mind was “auspicious.” Another example is “we
could hear the “screen” of a vehicle” the word the candidate had in mind was “siren” or “screech.”
Again consider “at once there was “world” cheers from every corner” obviously the word the
candidate intended is “wild”. ' .

Such errors arise out of the situation where the candidate has heard these expressions used and
actually understands their usage but has never met them in their written form and so has not
internalized their orthography. Of course the result is that such a candidate will cause a It of
confusion and impair communication. They will definitely be penalized for misuse of words and
-vagueness. Teachers need to encourage the culture of reading to enable students meet the language in
its written form to enhance their own writing.

Mark awarded 23
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Composition J

You have 40 minutes to write yourcomposition. -
Below is the beginning of a story. Write and complete the story Make your story as interesting as you can.

We lined up on both sides of the road fram the school gate ready to welcome our Member of Parhament (MP)
It was our school prize-giving day 01'3 we were all as MP?:, as alark.

JW@WW him Lo ‘arrwet
N o Fm..C,LlQQ :‘z-:r m. SEC ﬂ:} Q ;g,ncﬁ l'@_ Came : lﬂi‘.Q

_ d’\co{

ﬂ: 0.5 t‘: E,n\: gd}.b& .

:ﬁﬁé_uhgﬁg_\;h&»mm,ﬁg 2 wes b kg,)g ,g Qe
wes as l\g,ggy 0.9 Q. .Sa,né‘oaq Cof"

J:,g_, See. our M:IQS,U of Dm—lmmenk w(Hn tnu ngléel
eyes. in  reol Lta :

he Car came bo o SYep ond he Skepped

ouk. Ae Soon qﬁi_hc_gci_v_tﬁc ._the Car people
cheéred ond e, hmoc worm weleame W. then headed o

ko our Seats inorder Jor the Cergmong 1o
St the loll olling.
ks Seon o5 We  were \e , o

weok onand  welcomed ot Ehe auests,
;.«bm&li-_ﬁﬁ_hhﬁ_imw teacher of ow Schos)
ond the Leacher in Charge of the” examidation
“He r MKL_&_M \;hos;! whs

NoST -« _an @Lﬂl, | WR_@.&.@J’&\_'L@
lheadbeacher  to PASS  on hue g\'@e%m%iﬂg;

A.‘
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50008\". ho.d ‘L\We kie;q,chw _sharbed bhon we

.&mu_bm\_ﬁmﬂm | %

\‘\‘: AN invis, all.

in o Htﬂ\é of an eye oV hatdin onS
. Lame oyt of the vehicle. | pinched musele ’w
 snsure thek | wasn't  in Slumler lan iélgkﬁ\ L4,

An.me‘} QN __me H’\Q‘S \ \MQSH“E Arwmma

. e heord gugshgks ond 'n gflg,g\\ F .qh\:
MWVGS QAmgs‘c Se;h\mq
helthar skelkher ” %o alt i OUﬂ&r aunshats
asere argi g@é Ums timne a.i( hefll Em\(&

loos e, w’ng,g &beﬁ 5&6&{&33 Leghgﬁu? o elz .
W_A!&__&KQ_QHQQ__ lo..\cl pms:}:v_ﬂ:_c__m the ar".wnJ

5. Ak once Ik uns os
&W@r& as Hne, men  want ko E‘;z
~ were and CMMW
'}&%Wﬂyﬂ%ﬂwmo\ Hm;fj g.sL
nee | [earnk”  Yhat even people in
_power Can ke k\\rgg‘senetl The MP qov ¢ ot
5 au what he had. fs one of 1
near me | shook M heart nwniedLhKe
& diesel peSho-miull.

L%

_The candidate has some facility in the use of language. Errors have now become fewer and far in
between. There is definite plot and the language has improved greatly. Punctuation and paragraphing
are appropriate.

Mark awarded 26
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Composition K

You have 40 minuﬁeé to write your composition, -

Below is the begmnmé of a stmy Write and complete the story. Make your story as mtemstmg asyou can.

We lined up on both sides of the roaii fro the sc%oo% gate ready to welcome our

ber of Parliament (%P)
It was our school prize-giving day . an b Pm anj“ 9 ? P\k

mﬂs&& all e forus MJ.,MW

&W@% Wﬁbﬂ* J'hnr | was
W@WWM
the ot had:
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_anJ 30{’ inte the aig qﬁj'g.Eor sure _whoowe &3_-_‘; ‘kg:gr. oat

‘ M_mLm_ALLg__n_ingn a“md e l«avg
. m.m&_ﬂm__yh_igg_ ot

The candidate could have scored a better mark if he or she did not engage in phrase hurling and misuse of vocabulary.
Besides the candidate digressed from the topic of the day- prize giving and concentrated on the private disciplinary
problems that is a farce. This gives the impression the candidate may have had a prepared topic onto wh1ch is tagged the.
composition given.

Apart from a few spelllng errors, such as “hole” (hall) “alot”(a lot) and tense errors “lend” (lent) “flashbacked”(flashed
back) and numerous misuse of expressions (“on my side”, “is smelt the rat”, “left in the horns of dilemma” , “gospel truth
had been exhumed” , “perpetrated in the assault...”) that cause difficulty in understanding, the candidate has made an
attempt that shows ambition and passion. He even fairly attempted direct speech.

Mark awarded 30

31

MANYAM FRANCHISE




GROUP 1V (31-40 marks)

Composition 1.

You have 40 minutes to write yourcoinposnnon. '

Below is the beginning of a Story. Wme and complete the story. Make your story as mtemstmg as you can.
%

We lined up on both sides of the road from the school gate 1o y to welcome our Member of Parliament - {MP).
It was our school prize- -giving day . ,

and enr") mumL i'md \Cakeri ‘bm 1 LsOK lnpg;c.ghl

Jﬂ_ihﬁ_&l\m\. un;ﬁ:rm Our Sckoal w
Lo _a, mem&er o‘ M’f’_bmgk honaunno us Wt)(h}h.c

f NaT -;m.& z drd e Knnw Ehgh__o_u\:

8T QG N (A 107 €4 M P80 o

':u:-.. mother \.nved rec.{( gt s doy ,‘% out, g

¥ \ (T Vele hlﬂn pe) \JH le

_h\.L___\AkL Hue ;F | \(ncw whete { woy
ch we_ knew VLLM ‘oe{aﬂ. us On

. '; etan  none of us_wold be
ﬁmﬂi__m&m G {e_n,mMgngm_ﬂLm

Cur , N ma

Time ticke g9 slaw %5 bg Qnd_ﬂn-nmigd;_?k.&‘
M uﬁk orrwved moal’un(\é wi 1

M_QQLM thick Qllﬂl_ﬁﬂim_@ upled v

ensron . Qome o should ) ‘ HQL us, were

Sn&m |
mdg fo Bwow n the ’cowe\. and head back b oour
&AMWJMMW

M._dm&m%j blast of an :gzg;ﬂ.agm gan wed !E?
}}]@*_g&h{f o,c kuq@ ra__ﬁ,_lckxngm&h!ﬁ .gg,

Now, miod pupils MLLkL_hm@; ,,,,, wn_owey from the
Sowrce of gll Wron Bal o Dot the_cage.

_f:um,gijcg held (¢ % ithQgF& of _our ne K¢ and.

Lﬁ_us tp «Fmd oub &{QT& t\;\g £X ﬂhj
wcwizk&ﬂﬁﬂgd £ b Sam_;éhm"_hmugkt

2 %

MANYAM FRANCHISE

S



Yum_back .

| Y yukion Yo Yh A
mr._fn_ﬂi&__plm&nf_m& Yeachers Yo ‘c

vt ng_Cenwe ‘ ryvoup.

uin
'“

and e pon  round oy ha a__aasoline - ,,a',

4 o 000 QYQ a QP l Q " Ly e ¢ J
mer | ’ nere Waf ONo h
violent ex p[g 1on ond this ore sent all of
' (J g % al +J1R7s 1Y Nee QY 'i‘ ‘ {?0
g Knawn NG ) f i getdom {ome S Ly DA
-
o egXactl CALE J Ad %A QeI AINQ (HBEQ ¢ as

.,

iy et &8 puokechian oom B oake-Cbed o’

-- s e oot s \ukg o bed suffere)
up_that day howeeer i ssage Was 6 Somber_ane
Al in gl ad noone Yo Ware bub awgelves

This candidate is almost at home with the language. Sentences are varied and apart from a few run-on sentences, structures
and punctuation are alright. ' _
Like the previous candidate, this one also avoids the set task preferring to twist the topic to suit his or her own
" preference. But this candidate blends the topic chosen with the goings on at the prize giving - at least in so far as the
waiting of the guest of honour’s arrival and diversion of boredom is concerned. The candidate remembers to tie the two by
a comment about the message delivered by the guest of honour who apparently did arrive.

Mark awarded 34
33
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‘Composition M

You have 40 minutes to write yourcomposition.
Below is the beginning of a story. Write and complete the story. Make your story as mterestmg asyoucan.

We lined up on both sides of the road from the school gate ready to welcome our Member of Parliament (MP).
It was our school prize-giving day . . &

HAR 2K NEVER INRELOARBEL

 We !meg u’o on _both Sighs of ﬂ’_v; mg: From
ibg g‘hggl 9@‘2 feaolu ’TD k}d come Oll &&gﬁ of
Boclament (MP). [} was _pur schoel

uohlch a“ a'no/ c'sunal_p lﬁao/ %b&_r_] eggerfg
qu[ma Ior \Snone: fhan /C!{ef f‘?a @[ggk_

metal lrc wWhite ., Merecles &Ql,.ggzeg_@g{_[ggmﬁg
ﬂ'oe,_ !:nth rays o the fyn - fo”o@ma bgmggr )
y: rg % ch u)/?/c/-x‘
here  [or sgguzgé{ N |
Immen e Joy wae wriftes ol aver euy
visqges as Mr Simba  the mem rligm

_was received _woth whouts Qp.zlg__@._gbi[gﬁg@
MMW had
all Jefé!ggf c/ﬂwn under the vario

‘E__iﬁﬂ&,;_*_
Mb; ag  gor _Zhe much aniic/ pafed
-Qe[g% pém
/ Goocf mi_we.lmmzw_gg
g ze. gg;g 4@54 %ﬂd

cﬁng annua.l orr, £
rbme. voice of the n_n.sigy o Rremonie

L_.gzzmkga
_mme e szl gaﬁg:&ng.m_mﬁ__gpm ‘fiﬁe

_pupils- Hrom plays o %ﬁ
ihg. ere__yhich qlmagz; 1%& crowd.
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Lg,!ghégf was _the shork play by 1he &.ﬂé@é
Poy.g /Hi:re:g in__ woyn 'wi 4__115 wi rth pm*»mﬂr
danped and MQM in_a manper thot

J&Sﬁmbw | a__mkgm_wg_%/
Not oy £hcm§ some_of {hem imm dre ccad
as _ladi igg, and ;{g&bgrmme ssw;velle their aﬁr@g@‘_
im_pride as they danced uodh theiv male courmevparts.
ngia J:qhk to.ggg! rrni

J&Qé__itmf_m_,gpeec’mc
”ha :g_y;og_s aer nmsg a}mmﬁbﬁzg >ma’cﬂeg;@[

» ]

“”c’au s uzgﬁh m;ﬂz lg_y i!zgi/ nfj ‘
bzgme vou: As you all kpow hard _wgk_éw%gg
M.PM;.._ZQE 1Heor 152,5{ hout cﬁé!g djgfm WeE
Wﬂ)gﬁ*ﬁlﬁ who wer o Qrffmgr in
He digerck fielde v adiralion” he remaiked
Wm@,waa MQQLM_.Q'QMQ&’” g hie

-

AT

The composmon reads well. The candidate has remained relevant and used language mosﬂy aptly. There is
variety in sentence structures and punctuation is okay. There is an attempt to use 1d10matlc English. Generally
a clean and easy reading script.

Yet there are few errors. There are two glaring spelling errors (“atleast” and “proffessor”), one or two
misuse of words (“unprofound bliss”) and some vagueness “one by one went to the pupils...” and “questioned
happily”.

Mark awarded 36
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