
 
 

Rawiru 
- Contrast – While Nani flower celebrates Kohu’s birth, Koro is angry with 

Koru, he’s broken the male line. 
- Conflict continues in the naming of Kahutia te Rongi Biting of toe.  
- Meeting house – Kohu sneaks into the Koro Apirana. 
- Koro is conservative – Kahu still encroaches. She has three role models; 

Koro, Rawin and Porowanyi.  
- Koro refuses help from the women saying the work is sacred. 
- Kahu is the only one who persuades the male whole to get back to sea Pagde 

102.  
- Kahu has turned to be the whale. Rider – Kahutia Te Rongi 
- Reconciliation – Koru has come to visit the hospitalized Nani.  
- Koru – I should have known she was the one. Ever since she was a baby and 

bit my toe. 
- Resolution – Boy or no girl, it doesn’t matter.  
- Alternative perspective Rawiri’s page 47, 45-59, Tradition Vs Modernity 
- Rawiri leaves whenyara (conservative) to New Zealand and Papua New 

Guinea. (contrast with Clara’s perceptions ……………. He was like a big toy 
in great toy shop.  

- Changed dressings, natures knocked down / racism – blacks are not 
respected in Papua New Guinea. 

- Resolution – Rawiri finally returns home. Glad to see the people – Rawiri 
realizes that you can never get anything better out here.  

 
(ii) Racism and Cultural Identity  

- Airport, Clara’s shock – has the habit of bringing home strays. 
- The accident involving Benard – a mere native, Jeff’s family insist on leaving 

the dying man in the street.  
- Reremoana 
- Resolution – Resolves to go back home. 

 
(iii) Females Vs Male Gender roles 
Pick one female character       

- – Kahu (dolphins) 
- Nane 
- Mitri 
- Kahu Vs bos 
- Nani Vs Koro – siphoning out petrol – Muriwai. 
- Muriwai 14, 15, page – Commanded the canoe. 
- Contrast - Mitri confronted the chief and protested the rights of women to 

tack page 65 
- Resolution – Acceptance that women are equally important.  

 
(iv)Conflict of Generation / Older Vs Younger 
Old generation work at an issue their way while the younger generation thinks its 
good to be adventurous. 
Young adventurous, explorative and willing to change. 
Resolution   
- Coming home 
- Koro Acceptance of Kahu 
- Nani accepts that Rawiri has to go out of whanyara 
- Older generation accept change.  
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