SECTION B: COMPOSITION Mr\NY%('HISF

The paper declined slightly in the percentage mean by 0.07points from 41.45 in the year 2014 to 41.38
in 2015.As always, the paper tested the candidates’ ability to compose a personal and convincing
account. Candidates were expected to write a story that was grammatically accurate, fluent, interesting
and original. Mastery of plot development as well as proficiency in the use of a variety of linguistic
structures and vocabulary was expected. To do justice to the topic, a candidate was required to narrate an
account that would leave the reader convinced that they actually enjoyed the visit envisaged.

GROUPI: (01 -10 MARKS)

Composition A
You have 40 minutes to write your composition.

The following is the beginning of a story. Complete the story, making it as interesting as you can.

When my uncle invited me to visit his family during the August school holiday, I did not
imagine it would be so enjoyable ...
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This is evidently a poor script. There is no story developed. The candidate struggles to copy some words
from the rubric and hardly communicates anything. Some words from the rubric are copied wrongly,
e.g. ‘no’ (not), ‘hoilday’ (holiday) and ‘buring’ (during). Other misspelt words include ‘mach’ (much),
‘mothe/mather’ (mother), ‘hand waking’ (hardworking) and ‘someting’ (something). The concept of
paragraphing is alien to this candidate. The candidate, however, is able to write some words correctly
(‘good’, *was’, ‘said’, ‘can’, ‘choose’, ‘not’, ‘other’ etc). This was not the worst script since there were
candidates who wrote in languages that could not be recognised as English.
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Composition B
You have 40 minutes to write your composition.
The following is the beginning of a story. Complete the story, making it as interesting as you can.

When my uncle invited me to visit his family during the August school holiday, 1 did not
imagine it would be so enjoyable .... ’
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This candidate attempts to write a story about a visit the uncle, but the attempt is hampered by a severe
linguistic limitation. There are gross errors of spelling — ‘rimemda’ (remember),‘coling’ (calling), ‘niya’
(near), ‘shelipt (slept), ‘see’ (she), ‘has’ (us), ‘tomolo’ (fomorrow), ‘bay’ (buy), ‘dasing’ (dancing),
‘sweta’ (sweater); tense — ‘She tell me that...’, ‘My mother go...’; sentence construction— ‘I her my
mother toking with phone...”, ‘On three days I not shelipt I thinking...”). However, the candidate has
knowledge of paragraphing and is able to use capital letters and full stops. Some of the words spelt
correctly include ‘phone’, ‘happy’, ‘music’, ‘house’ and ‘forget’.
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Composition C

You have 40 minutes to write your con\posiﬁon.
The following is the beginning of a story. Complete the story, making it as interesting as you can.

When my uncle invited me to visit his family during the August school holiday, 1 did not
imagine it would be so enjoyable ....
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Although this is a better script than the previous one, the candidate’s ability to communicate is still limited.
Sentence structures are terrible, and tenses are mostly incorrect. The candidate uses such expressions as
“We gone to close school’ (...had gone...), ‘.. werd a pink dress’ (...wore...), ‘My mother escort me’ (...
escorted...), “When I finished I when back’ (... went...), all my friend’ (...friends), * My holiday have only
one week to go’ (...had...leff), “...took me in a small hill, (...t0...), “...a very beutiful pichur’ (-..beautiful
photograph), ‘When I riched home...in my uncle home’ (...reached...uncle’...) etc. Spelling errors and
incorrect word presentations are rampant— ‘thursday’ (Thursday), ‘shous’ (shoes), ‘pucked’ (packed),
‘beth’ (bathe), ‘bote’ (bought), ‘busfey’ (bus fare), ‘whent’ (went), ‘battfly’ (butterfly), ‘carzin, (cousin),
‘clef” (cliff), ‘pichur’ (picture), ‘buck’ (back), ‘juniy’ (journey) etc. Full stops and commas are frequently
used in wrong places. In spite of these mistakes, the candidate is able to arrange ideas in discernible
paragraphs, spell a number of words correctly (‘happen, ‘stomach, ‘friend’, ‘lunch’ etc), and present
some correct sentence structures (e.g. ‘I was full of joy...”, ‘It was fun...”).
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GROUPII: (11 -20 MARKS)

Composition D
You have 40 minutes to write your composition.
The following is the beginning of a story. Complete the story, making it as interesting as you can.

When my uncle invited me tp visit his family during the August school holiday, I did not
imagine it would be so enjoyable .»
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Although we can see considerable improvement in this script, the candidate still communicates with
difficulty. Spelling mistakes pervade this composition: ‘vist’(visiz), ‘closied’ (closed), ‘wark’(work), ‘be
rkfast’ (breakfast), ‘lether’ (leather), ‘junary’ (journey), ‘wether’ (whether), ‘left’ (lift), ‘shourt’ (short),
‘distanse’ (distance), ‘riched’ (reached), ‘wellcame’ (welcome), ‘distauce’ (distance) etc. Weak structures
pervade the composition: ‘...the caming holiday’ (...next...), ¢ ...who ever came was my unt’ (...the one
who came was my aunt), ‘She told me to enter the car’ (...get into...), ‘...riched at my uncle’s home’ (...
reached/arrived at...), ‘1 am going well in my school’ (...doing...), ‘He took us in a game park’ (...7o0...)
etc. These mistakes make the composition clumsy and unattractive.

Mark awarded 12

Composition E

You have 40 minutes to write your compeosition.
The following is the beginning of a story. Complete the story, making it as interesting as you can.

When my uncle invited me to visit his family during the August school holiday, I did not
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This is definitely a better script than the previous one. The story reads relatively well in spite of the
errors present. Weak sentence structures are still a big challenge: ‘I was happy as a king’ (...as happy
as...), ‘My worries was that...” (...worry...), ‘...my friends were had gone’ (...had...), ‘I was not their’ (...
there), ‘I was had gone to the beach’ (...had gone...), ‘When dusk started falling’ (When dusk came...),
¢...until to the house’ (...up fo...), ‘...they could took me to the cabin...” (...could take/ took), ‘1 could see
the pilot and his assister...” (...the co-pilot)’,’...the wife of my uncle...” (my uncle’s wife), ‘It was very
enjoying’ (...enjoyable), ‘...travel with plane’ (...by...) etc. The candidate, however, is able to develop
distinct paragraphs and exhibit a number of credible structures: ‘One chilly morning...’, ‘We eagerly
waited...”, ‘T was not happy at all because I had left my relatives alone’, ‘I had a lot to tell them after the
August holiday’.

Mark awarded 17
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Composition F

You have 40 minutes to write your composition.
The following is the beginning of a story. Complete the story, making it as interesting as you can.

When my uncle invited me to visit his family during the August school holiday, I did not
imagine it would be so enjoyable ...
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In this script, we see a remarkable progression from the previous script. The candidate has a story that
can be easily followed. We see meamngful paragraphs. Punctuation marks are also used well. The correct
use of such vocabulary as ‘gorgeous’, ‘satisfaction’ and ‘blame’ is commendable. We, however, still
see errors of spelllng ‘auncle’ (uncle), ‘kinly’ (keenly), ‘ren’ (ran), ‘happyness’(happiness), ‘arleady’
(already), ‘recieve’ (receive), ‘greedly’ (greedily), happly (happily) etc. We also see several erroneous
structures: ‘I shouted loudly and made alot of noise’, ‘When I reached at the doorstep’, ‘My mother
shouted to me...”, ‘I showered on water...’, ‘...after I had find it, I wore it very kinly so that I couldn’t tore
it’, ¢...it was my aunt whom was calling me’, *...more happier than a king’ etc.

Mark awarded 20
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GROUPIIL: (21 -30 MARKS)

Composition G

You have 40 minutes to write your composition.

The following is the beginning of a story. Complete the story, making it as interesting as you can.

When my uncle invited me to visit his family during the August school holiday, 1 did not

imagine it would be so enjoyable ...

The night befor | havdly Slept'| wos <o oxcited

bocause 1t was my first Tipe vieting My

-/
rpother _gawe ohe Some foney W Cose | wanted

o buy ongthing The mom’mé had eached. The
gg%\ have Deen woning for_wos fHinally hee:
\ pxegmgd mb;s@\w( ond ale my broakfast -

Wittin o Yime \ wos done Ny parents

escorted me lothe budop: \'bid them goodbye-
On the bue,| met rﬁ%_gossmo\e Flone: | was
-vguzpnﬁ@g\.'&hg sol mext \o me \na \g?\ﬁt ot a
Second ., the bus was oaied 1o life We ik e
highuoy and soon the village wos nowhere
1o be seen Flome ondl were Neaded Yhe same
dnoclion-We both exchanged stories

The  dnvey w\\@d ovor N Cose anyone
noodcd 10 use the wadhioom: Gladlyswe
a0 al oWy dostinalion on_ time- | sow my
uncle, ount Ond fay 1wo cousine - They were oll
hoppy 1o See mQ'\,uck\\g,%‘neg lwed nemby.
| osswed them thdl rny porents wel@ as fil as 2
Fadlo Ther house was quile cleon They gew
difeiert Howers ond a oo\ garder at the

bock.
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A

\f\\Q\COm@ D\QO\GQ ¥QQ ot smn»D mu Csuth
<coid- | waos @howeo\ Ohere | wos to s\eep \A\e ate
dinner- and evgmonQ went 1o wleep: \ W -
awoken by _ty “oucine for | had o Q\se\d
therm in m\\kmq the eows:It was enjoyable- To
utler Suiplise My uncle waonted us ‘o go_ondgeo
Shere he woorks . | woe ag. happy os a Yok Yo
finally.- 450 - how o s .Chemicals: -

1A the: nidk of dime,we walked 1o fadowy
Kepa Fadowy Ltd i ead. e wote pitectve
c\o‘fh\nq and o gas mask - Nyiiads and ryriods
of q/uQch\oms Criss cossed My mind ke ancwas in
Q due!. | sow offeront colours ond {qpes of
chernicake We conduded that ¥ you oudh them
UpuY fingers willdall oul - MUg uncle woked al the
most dangeious part of the” faciony

Acidic fodom Not_only was 1 Pumenored
but also @\up&@d | tied 1o mix them bul a\\
was fuble:Inslead | bumt Ane eq uipment Tm\u,
once bilen twice shy-We also visited oﬂwer
poits Suddienly, the Talamn was on Whal was
\r\aooemr\q?\/ios the building one fire 7\ was as
SUI@ Os Q dcm fhal we wore all qmr\q {D dio .

\ \oy flol on e ground
Evgxqone burst mio \oughie«-l was so asharmed
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Litte did | know that they had o D\O\@C\
and all was successtul. \/\u unde Los pmmo’md

Decause Mg D\D\QC)( had ?mo\\u\ poid off-
Mol soraeticne | retumed home - | told My

1‘0m’x\3 obout the Q\mmf“\.eg also \o\,ighcc\ ot
me-

| will never foiget the day at the Kepa
Fodoy\:\ | wil ’U\A\B dherid trose mermones for
as_long as " lwe.

This is a readable script. The candidate presents an account in clear, well developed paragraphs and we
are able to follow without straining. Some notable expressions used include: ‘within no time...”, ¢ I bid
them goodbye’, ‘myriads of questions crisscrossed my mind...”, “little did I know that...” and ‘in the nick
of time’. However, we still see errors of expression: ‘...in case [ wanted to buy anything’ (...something),
‘The morning had reached’ (come), *...the bus was roared to life’ (roared), ‘Theygrew different flowers
and a small garden at the back’ (...on...).

Mark awarded 25
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Composition H

You have 40 minutes to write your composition.
The following is the beginning of a story. Complete the story, making it as interesting as you can.

When my uncle invited me to visit his family during the August school hohday I did not
imagine it would be so enjoyable ..

MS Qusing  were H»a best nmsemq\«ers and
1STUY . ‘ VPY mMird.,
At Qrs} ' bod fe(used "Hne offer lDU’!‘ later GCCE,rﬂEd,
| boarded the et C)un‘hu bus that [eft he
village  vewy early in Jrlne morning. The  big whie
J N h: J a J
of +ime reached the tarmac  yood.
The fourney was s oH%oqu the bug

arrived__at e bus sk 00, l aliakted and  made

" ; " dark {)0

oy uﬂClB'( }’)OTY’Q«AHW Covering OL)&J{" "'eﬂ k;\l)m“

gHeS,\ arrived cr¥ l'ns ‘nome. v

‘h)k My DA and__aqaqaqaq N T00 "H'wm ‘}"b

1 00N . DCIY (] 0 o108 KINNECG AN

CJ Dzl o




robeed s sweets from oy bag and  gave

Yhom. The rext chy ) moke up early sy as

5 have a beter Vyiew of the ' envirdo manlr
M_l uncle also uwoke and  went o il

the COMS He 0u1cHu milked 4he cows,

quno) ed mm(k oY varinus <H)F5 and_alsy

oove rnu aunt milk 4o prepare teg . Mu lazy

\r)nusms lf‘»od nu+ moken an (m%)w%eu
qmeH 4\02 Qroma oFHaebokirtm .e g:ke By
OmCH L]Ed ‘}"D 'H")Q Clnmﬂfj roomm ong

waite onxiousiu.

Affer we Rad qobbled down the
SCYUND'"N)US mrzo\ e men“’ +D varipus "‘UuriS)f
o‘Hmchons like  waterfalls , lakes , gameparks
qnd also “’Durea L0 mens‘-ﬂﬂfs d%]l‘[{ r’r()u+lne
cortinued . My uade  used R take s to

arw _deshindhons everbjdnu .
His ms% Range m\jrer oove us  the

corofurtof ‘}mvenmc\v/‘\le a o Yfried different
visits during_our “Fours. “rus was the part
that all | o us liked. Afer  the }c)na holiday
hat ‘pﬂ LS loncma for the next Auousvﬁr

holida, | had o “ledve and q back R

SC“ bECGUSE \ was a CODC)CJO‘}’Q Ond

nee e<:? +n S'IuduTmlu | wall €>vever rpcolleC'h

that
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eniobmbl.v. Hohdqu iNn__ My develupinn mmd

» A\

. 1
~YU eIt iX an arc:‘w’i-—bisholo's neck.

In this script, we notice a considerable improvement in the use of the English idiom and vocabulary.
The candidate is relatively at ease with language and is able to use a variety of expressions naturally and
correctly. Use of such expressions as ‘piece of mind’, “The bus broke down several times’, ‘...warmly
welcomed...’, ¢...dozing off...”, ...waited anxiously...’, *...have a better view of...” and ‘...longing for the
next August holiday’ confirm the candidate’s linguistic maturity. We notice some good use of items of
vocabulary: ‘boarded, alighted, baggage, aroma, gobbled, etc. However, we still see errors: ‘sponjy’

(spongy), ‘archi-bishop’ (archbishop), ...the best noisemakers and disturbers’ (worst), my uncle woke’
(woke up) ‘the baking in the oven cake’ (the baking cake in the oven)etc.

Mark awarded 29
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GROUPIV: (31 -40 MARKS)
Composition I
You have 40 minutes to write your compesition.
The following is the beginning of a story. Complete the story, making it as interesting as you can.

When my uncle invited me to visit his family during the August school hohday, I did not
imagine it would be so enjoyable-.On {hat particulor daﬂ when | arrived af

hi n
iolhi. ) « _ 1

loved. I\/hj; uncle wias mol«'ng dinney and # woes g nice ’seemg.

i 0 of e legr a. :

\Iery c‘ark and _5ad rfabu for Hm'

We 2at af 1he d:’m‘n9 1ghle rmdj; o wine_ond dine.
N L ‘ ti aufle _nidariols:
one_dime, he cracked 4 Jiokf lhat left us nusing our rihs-

inel n._ s 0 f
us  what he hod 0 shre for -

(et remfu for _we are  Visi {na 1he very mnmj,_&u_vny
beautiful - - - - Ba‘qamas “he said Pxnj(ecﬂu was aof cerdamn
whether I had  heard the correct s%afemm{- I asked him b
rg)(’a{ what he had Just  said. Indeed, my e0rs uwere not

Plaflm9 4¥icks on me. He asked us pack our bags for
)

b b I

M_LJJ cousing and I could barehjx 51??{04 We kept on

¢ — a ] ai
Shgon ot the momed: At (ot dawned. We gt up and
pro{)orm} our selves fully by clodding o our bibs aad uckess-
We were simply bath spick ang span: My uncle was already

f s jud 15
brPo\(*fOs}'
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"Let's hit the road'" I said c’xm‘fer“}}f. e 510{ inh
uncles  blue SeJnn car and blast off: On _arrival ab the

anmod thousands of DPno|e furppeans ncians . AMricans and
manﬂ D“ne(’x f')&rj ‘ert)nntd Unr l’(’(emtn)n Qome u)(’rP uumhna

for 1heir (g%ggggg wh(e others were Dahmﬂu awm’rmg for Hvenr

{iighls:
g,

"We are rmcjg {b {oke off + PRahomas. We
e you 4 buckle up and _moke sure you_are comfortable, " saidl
the air hostesc: T had sab near the window and @ was
breathtaking viewing the plane leave he nround Ahat o sight!
Since it wes a  fen -hour ‘ﬁ(gh’[ )olmdfd fn listen t my
Lavourife music o my ipod.

Dur ten hour -flrghf was_almost romfflg 1 _an
end: Before e could arrive, we expen'mcec, a dferrible
lurbulance that  shook me 4o dhe vools ofmg existence. Our
ol lot, however, was able b continl 1he bnrmn 131 ooou{arl

kamm_ai_‘[hr_Dﬂamlmer We_arrived scfe anA 5nunol
| At the reception young ladies who were dancing as

i ﬂniljx had a0 Banm In fhrm, welcomed wy wilth spme

cocomt milk. 1 was well- chilled and super gurnmyf_ﬁﬂuwaub,
we bnarded o toxi whizh would toke us 1o one of dhe

hotels i the island. The chouffer was jmarHjJt dressed 10 a

black sud and a }Lolka-clnffec] He- His dress code could

rake 4pmeone  think  that he was g billinare ia a certain

slate: They say, " All thad glittecs s not ol "Indeed it is true
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e SPinr' our nigh’r a0 clamJ: hotel _ano! had a

fantastic roment hav(ng dianer- Mu uncle hnd'unde(gnne

, .

dot and it was lime b have a Idtle break full of
extreme fun. V\Ie wend “to_various lomcbe,s,‘;u((éd,. swam
and rode pncamels and _hotses- 1 afSD Came.across my
{ovonte  ovie star ﬁngdihg Jole _with her familJm IAhat
a_(oincidence! Surely, T had an awesome holiday - all

. )

hanks 1 rry\(effarh at schos! and my kind, loviag uncle.
ﬂhaLan_.ammmg hoh‘day.’

>

This composition is nice to read. The candidate is in control and is able to communicate effortlessly.
Expression is free and without constraint. The script gives evidence of linguistic maturity and good
planning. The sentences are well constructed, punctuation well used, vocabulary apt, and language
creatively used. We notice the candidate’s confidence in the use of a wide spectrum of vocabulary items
and expressions: ‘whole-heartedly’, ‘hilarious’, ‘thronged’, ‘turbulence’, ‘chauffer’, breathtaking’,
‘munch’, ‘billionaire’, ‘buckle up’, ‘dark and sad day’, ‘cracked a joke’, ‘...had in store for us’, ‘playing
tricks on me’, ‘building castles in the air’, ‘bibs and tuckers’, ‘safe and sound’, ‘I was not only...
but also...”, <...popularly known as ‘The Dreamliner”, *...shook me to the roots of my existence’ etc.
Nevertheless, some minor errors are still noticeable: ‘alot’ (a lot)*...cooking dinner’ (preparing dinner),
<_it was a nice seeing him...” (...it was nice seeing him...), ¢...in the island’ (...on...).

Mark awarded 35
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Composition J

You have 40 minutes to write your composition.

The following is the eimnmgf a T)E zomglete the story, making it is interesting as you can
When myluf(;:be invite 18 O VIS 1s- amily unnHAug?itschool holiday, I did not
imagine it would be so enjoyable....
The Jam'{ thma that came (ntd my mind -
at laghk— rmedom frommy %awk-eqecl mother !
el . manu oeoole Lmaame that beung ’che
memdeni& dauahﬁer LS run With no doubdt.,
nl, LS, bu{; \S‘Omejume\r LL& Eecom6¢ unbeamb :
unne OUY xﬁ&ma postute! Lmne gmile af.
e audience. MOU‘»QYJ em”éw [ecbﬂ&r
on_what she teyme ac ‘vomaining high in
\soaetu difives me crazy 'Do not. blames me -
ﬂuulau lzvbaekﬁer um% mu {wm Swfm
Lawene uJeDacf)ec/ uo QuY ba(f and baooa
Yoady o leave [OY uricle Hmwg Tanc
Albeit it was evident that. [:fe {heve
would nol be the came ar that ore in
the white palace both 0f uss wete beaming
with ehofw e /e,rt in_ouT (sleek limousine,
mothey uJalea We discussed how we.

woul , sew and qo cattle
Yadg ntrucide heve we. come.!

ovand_wélcome awaited ueMexican
SeTenaéefs DQUQJ ff\e bamo ay UOLI%Q

aiths danced to ks Lure.Oh! lmpeeca

ncle Hawb; showed us around and in
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no time we weve mmehgv withall the
cormey O_/ hw hauenda fam(i)u\f’ /(ﬂOu)n
%\ ‘[ﬂ Malouenda../ u)Ou(c;l &Sau_ e (N
the Tanch WO fat mudv otter than |
cne_in st dreamy.

{ tives, we. {:oerwef with the v;”a(ze
childyven. would oo .C()Y “swirmming in the °

- ﬁ_egﬂsu stream. Yes!No pool atj{,enr/anﬁ o
 absurd pwceduve D LO! DL, [wedom One
dau howsever Layvene uxig oouoht Lp bu
wdLer weeds in the Tiver She a mo\vt
dyowred but uncle Hamys quard:
tumed out to be the déu\c 0. IF
enc,our\teT dd not, amoen ouY GDUL{\S
e ventured on.eager to have move fun,
On OUWQT Aau&_(u& lc’ accomoaﬂu
zmde Ham/ on [’)M Ya((hr e u uld'(‘ >
mdma and watt LOT rvee.dYama. he/

(fauc u)Hon he haooened ﬁo"letum LULJL}W I

CCL 1 1
plfnbl W 1t wag Like A
when” we_merrymade cmd sang Spand FB

sopas. Mother would call o dvegken -
and” Eell us how much she yeatned to
see ug. | am not, aaamt the m«ﬁ adu
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QY aﬂuthmo bul sometimeys she freate
uc [ike We are seven-year old childven.
ome_on ! [ ayvene onc/ [“ave twelve!
hat aside,uncle Hovvy wag a qyeat,
stmute/ lor. Hiic (Yeepy tales broudhl 1o
ire witchey and 'Wonsters. AL time
Larvene and | would huddle in one
CoTNeY 0f our 100m out. aftewor Stll

he wWag cm GtL/ :\YQgQQ peYy Q[z,,uzd a
areal,

sense or /WumouT Yery auechonate
d un(/emtandma | keot on u)ondennn
wh Jj be, ca ec{ /'luS wof/?m ,cam./u 2 ha hazf none.

ith adventures heye and ﬁhem
oul }woli_dau came. Lo an m:”mucﬁ
admil_ [ had no_zeal ol m{umm( {p the
clu.n ﬂQtSe nasty emellc(itley name
them! The couﬂjLJYchfe wag setene. the.
smell or croch [eaves and the dawn
chotug, watching the cun rice and sef.
was one activity | enjpyed.Oh well_Lize
Lo as it ie.We vetumed home eqger. 1o
give eveyyone detailc on how spléndi Uve
o(,dau had been.As we aDmoached

u)hdﬁ PaLgca/ d Ln mmd / shall Yetum
uncle Haﬂu [ shall /Vhafca/wolzdau Léw@L

ya
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This candidate is quite at home with language and is able to communicate freely, maturely and creatively.
There is a definite spark in the composition. The writer’s creativity takes us to the doorsteps of the ruling
class where we experience high life and the youthful quest for freedom from control. The candidate, who
seems to have read widely, goes out of his way to display skill and ability to sustain the reader’s interest.
Commendable mastery of the English language is evident in the level of vocabulary, variety of sentence
structure, and English idiom used in this composition. The few weak structures seen (e.g. ‘...uncle Harry’
instead of “Uncle Harry’, ©...it was like daily we merrymade...” instead of ...we made merry daily/every
day...) do not in any way interfere with the flow and strength of this script. This composition should
serve to inform future candidates that there is no ceiling to how far their imagination should stretch as
they compose.

Mark awarded 39
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