Candidates were required to read, comprehend the entire paragraph and answer. It is interesting that the
very best in the cohort did not get it right. And they are the majority! They were misled by the word
‘baring’ appearing in option C since the first sentence of the paragraph has the word “bored’. However,
the idea is that one would soon get bored, not ‘find everything you do boring’. Those who chose
options B and D were likewise misled by the words ‘goals’ and ‘dreams’ which appear in the
paragraph, but nothing is said about forgetting goals nor stopping to dream about one’s future.

3.3 SECTION B: COMPOSITION

The percentage mean for the paper improved by 5.63 points from 35.47 in the year 2006 to 41.10 in the
year 2007. '

The paper tested the candidate’s ability to compose a personal and convincing story about an event that
is both urgent and exciting and which happened to him or which he/she witnessed and which he/she
considers a ‘must hear’ for his inner circle of friends. These friends happen to be in a different class
from the one atiended by the candidate — the story teller. The urgency and impatience is signaled by the
words “4s soon as...” and “I rushed out...” The story could not wait! “I was eager...” Perhaps the
friends had not met for a while. Or perhaps the happening was so unexpected, so ridiculous... Whatever
it was, this must come out of the story and how it is told. '

The account had to be interesting, accurate grammatically and fluent to read. The candidates were
expected to show some mastery of plot development and use a variety of sentence structures and a fair
range of vocabulary and be conversant with the English idioms — the English way of saying things.

Once again, the majority of the compositions presented lacked originality, and were not well conceived.
Most were full of clichés and misplaced sayings. Some took the occasion to tell folktales and were
penalized for lack of originality.

In the year 2007 examination, the topic was as follows:

You have 40 minutes to write your composition.
Write a composition that begins as follows:

As soon as the bell for break rang, I rushed out of the classroom to look for my friends. [ was eager to tell them the story.

GROUP1 {01-10 Marks)

Composition A

As soon as the bell for break rang, I rushed out.of the classroom to look for my friends. I was eager to tell them the story.

As _SDOn oS ine o7 brenk qang, t Tushec ou: of the
Llo.sSyopm £ ‘e

them the Story Sto

POWERED BY: WWW.MANYAMFRANCHISE. 9
E.COM TEL 0728450425


Maurice
Typewritten Text
POWERED BY: WWW.MANYAMFRANCHISE.COM  TEL

Maurice
Typewritten Text
0728450425


fiossqobm o lobk §ar o Sreads L wag cagex e
EMH&—LLO&MM—A—MLM:&%W wag
g.ﬂ.ger_tn_tlu_them__thg_‘;pmj_ustm__u_t_m;ﬁh&
0s - '
) {:;Le;nd She Wag 1IN
ﬁi_ﬂ.ssmuu_thm the S{nru 1 was hnvpu 1
ﬁm_aﬁihf_ijﬂéﬁiub__ta_xogs__gaxmﬁ % Er_ld.s Lwag
eager 40 t€1t Ynem tTOE S%nt\a .
__sﬂ_&nnn_ﬂLtaLLJhem iht _srery fuwag.
AS - Spof A8 the _bmuw_mgrwnﬁd;
our of ihe ClosGrsom o L0 i
L was aaae‘r 30 Lel Anem 4o Aiam-
hs_ Soonag me.;b_\.ul”&r el Tang. \_rushed
\__rughed aut OF {he

r.m.cs»room £0 aoﬁuww%
10 el waem the S

— - Classyopm 16 100K _for my emendS) wag
eager Soon as ihe Loy preak ~ong. \ mygned
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The candidate simply copies the input sentence in the task, over and over. The attempt is not even an
accurate reproduction! In the very first line, the candidate misses out the key word “bell’. In the second
sentence, the word ‘story’ recurs twice, followed by an unfamiliar ‘word’. The ‘account’” degenerates
progressively. .
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At least the candidate has a neat and legible handwriting and is aware of word juncture and terminal
punctuation.

Mark awarded 62

Composition B

ANENTALESTING STORY THAT | Wil NEVER PORGET

You have 40 minutes to write your composition,
Write a composition that begins as follows:

As soon as the bell for break rang, I rushed out of the classroom to look for-my friends. I was eager to tell them the story. T s ﬁqw

11






The candidate hardly communicates although it is possible to guess what he is saying. The account 1s
muddied and the language is broken. What starts out as a folktale with the opening formula ends up
being some hypothetical situation depicting famine conditions. Basic spelling errors abound and there is

no copsistency in gender pronominal references.
Mark awarded 05

Composition C

Write a composition har: 3 as follpws:
. AR b

\RVE A '

1 PR TTSSIqOT 10 100K | fenas. T was eager to tell them the story.
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The candidate attempts to use the given sentence. It is simply tagged on and the story is improbable
and hardly ever developed. The clfort is further marred by an attempt to bring in clichés and far -
fetched similes.

Mark awarded 10
GROUP II (11 — 20 Marks)
Compaosition D

As saon as the bell for break rang, 1 rushed out of the ¢las Lo look for my friends. | was eager 1o tell them the story,

RS 6o®ﬂ H__C{é ilaﬁ bELL X&Djw b HLSheo\_i
0} ih& _ Classyoom . 10 Leok 130
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. dae “DClasstoom. The “CigaaxateS  weve
nanugaclured —and e blaam  “hieve Nomerrade:
OV g i Awind 40 Getl  the
hamwiin%@raiei_{m’e&] Wikln \o\nam -40
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_Kotana . Kipkeo Clavted SQleg
the_ Lock  \accahlon.
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The take-off is shaky. No idea if it is an explanation to the reader or if it is the story told to the friends.
The plot is unclear and nobody can tell the difference between the class monitor and the story teller. At
one time he refers to the class monitor and in the same breath uses the first person singular pronoun.
He goes for the drugs and the culprit’s father.

The candidate lacks both the language resources, and creativity to sustain the account. He makes
elementary errors of spelling (forty, necks, went, feeling, ashamed, ugali), construction and noun-verb
agreement and has problems with even letter formation and use of capital letters.

Mark awarded 13

Composition E

Write a compos %’Hhar e %gﬂf G/A N 7_:5 TE- B TH

As soon as the bell Tor break rang, 1 rus out of The classroom to Teok Tor my Iner was eager to tell them the story.

! Jooked -evewhere, ot  Ahe Leld SuJJenlj
| Saw tne  “of them  playing hide
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The candidate communicates with difficulty. The language is hesitant and breaks down now and then,
The account does not seem to have a definite plot - and is certainly not quite the candidate’s own wortk.
There is hardly any development and the episodes are highly contrived and ridiculous.  There are
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numerous errors of construction, vocabulary, and English idiom. Many areas of vagueness and
uncertainty are also evident.

Marks awarded 15

Composition F

Write a composition that begins as follows,, - ;
- K hed LETTER. DAY

As soon as the betl for break rang, [ rushed out of the classroom to look for my fricnds. T was cager to tell them the story.

This was the gs:l’pf%nf_ the Jas_y&m y_qaiking_mnf_ .wrmﬂ-ThL&_
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The account reads better than the previous one, but there are still many grammalical errors. The plot is
conirived and incredible and the candidate is repetitive,

Mark awarded 18
GROUP HI (21 — 30 Marks)

Composition G

Write a compusuion that begins as foftaws:. ; v ;
A WERD  WENCE PORATH

As scon as the betl for break rang, I rushed vut of the classroom to look for my friends. I was cager to teli them the story -

| laked here  ond there  fw them kot ioao
mails ks i wes about v Aam ooued  ond  leave,
&mﬂn&ﬂ;ﬁg@&% bl {mm M’l!ﬂ&- U“* wies, V\ﬂCMtJ_mg

i Ynest "‘ﬁ*a = ‘
i_ﬂ_@!jéf S L O, ui‘j:gt I e — . -
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The candidate manages to give a hyperbolical account that is highly improbable. One doubts the
authenticity of the piece of writing. [t reads like a hotchpotch of snatches from several memorized
pieces. This candidate overuses similes and idioms - sometimes ending up with ridiculous statements,
e.g. “What I saw chilled me (o a spontenous catch of breath”. Spontaneous is, of course, misspelt!
“PELL-MELL”, an adverb is misused in this context, being used as if it were a verb. There are many
errors, not to mention repetitiveness.

Mark awarded 22
Composition I

Write a compusition that beging as follows: —L T,i w{ﬁ Aiﬂl:L A D REh]Yf

As soon as the'bel] for break rang, | rushed out of the classroom to leok for my friends. [ was eager to tell them the story.

H ook a wohile betore - 1 saw _them bt
when 1 did T saw Poeiot and Bonizac sitting
_Under a 'h’ff,l went ,\S’rm{g_m’ do themn ancr
bld  thern 4vat T had _Sorething el them.
They liskned  @ar eqully as unvecled e
Sorf SR .
Y \/e-g{erdg% 1. i'ﬂcl a dream. 14 wids on _q
hiday  night and T ot . on _the ouch  keenly
liStening g e ome .and  onl v.._mdia_-_\gbm@ ;fﬁ%—$
, G‘CI(;[QJ’ beme, i Lma! ) Enitred %e 104w \S‘,r.K ﬂianz"
niEFle . ﬂ‘*@i resuliS op thp winners were going to be
Qnrounceet  on _ that day- My bat  pal gi’rqicc'.{_rﬁff—‘ij;
T‘wq.f s anx{ius afe: q brid, ho"m;,,gq{%fﬁﬁ fbk&sfmljnan
As  dhe nanps o the winner  were )
red 1 heard my name, Clisten  Nyabudo T had
won  one  miflfon afhf“fnqxxﬁmgmwmw
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The plot development is good. The candidate has almost mastered the language. But there is evidence
of carelessness and unwarranted ambuition. Punctuation is still a problem. Misuse of words, such as,
“sandman” (sandboy?), “juncture”, “awaiting “... and wrong expressions “light the candle at both
ends” (burn the candle at both ends?) lead to vague stretches that mar the account.

Otherwise, the plot is fully developed and the story complete. One can feel the disappointment the
candidate feels at the end!. But the candidate could have enlivened the account by bringing in a bit of
his/her audience and how they reacted to the tale.

- Mark awarded 26

Composition I

Write @ composition fﬁ;s Dilows:
A

. &
—As soon as the bell for break rang, Irushed out of the classroom to look for miy friends. 1 was eagér to teil them the story,

Mﬂ.ﬁng_bﬂfuﬂ_bfm&_bne@_@ﬁf__
orsthe

’." Fals

JAS G all as a ‘ arge. As |._meandered M‘g—i
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__Nonetheless Aebeam eadt;io_s.cmm ol as usual
and played with her griends; as any girl of
her age “would do-0n top of that; Rebeccd was -




Mﬂtﬂm

Cll' Lle - qround wWasin -ul q, it. was u e
pr_heLta_mMJmm
From mwmmmmm
wos as sure as deoth that K

but. trouble. 10 make. things wior
, Rebgf;m dreaded the
LMLG.le_G.iQLiEd_CQDMELSlD ish
Cﬂﬁ_é_n_thﬁ_aﬂﬁﬂ_whﬂnd; B.ebeccatc father irote
L and hig \etters were always
wzkhﬁMJr they were as. JﬁLasih&gaspel
_n_ha,nQJraLed_Lmtbeno_thW
uaimmg_hmfmwnd others_escape death
heir _.severe inyuries were ha:d{u
cwahtf,ﬂabeg:a_mm_uﬂmﬂg_m_bi “athes "
MMMLM&M about oihfr_g,

Which entually ed o Kisha and he

me}m@
down to the basement as ghtning.*”
il LonQg id hur # ‘—qu- Q;f@d mlﬁf

Pent ana i ANg (€
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m_gimﬁéh&md.gﬁnﬂ_ axtrﬁmﬂg pale and teqrs.

__M.,.w,hen_uas ﬂ_&maua,wmym;u en
 wos neard , ex rybody would run into theit houses
andlack. Mmm_wm#lfywm )
found outside, you had to _run te the neqrest

as station for repuge. There, we would sit 0n
t_he_ cold paverment, in kens o 'even bundrecds.
Somne of yc were. tlred Mw_hlmgﬂmhiﬂ _others
were_imured We woud sit in the cold darkness

waiting for_ihe clearance bell Sometimes it
wouldn't be hedrd until morming-When it was
flmlgMLmeaMd corne out of hiding.As yo
walked downthe sireet, a building or
e..mn_gauramn_bam Was. mthmg huf_a;uze of
and pleod would bf SLiewy T {WRE
_a_lmg_mth_.zhmd.ufa ?éff s*Tears wer&now_tTiok
down hér th LAUOUS
“Neil continue what happened next?” 0fpih
asked “lm_no hﬂiﬂL borrow the

appens” | answeree,a
mnmn.g;mdfﬁn_m# jace

Generally a clean script, readable and even engrossing, But the punctuation is problematic making the
reading heavy. It is not clear if the composition is paiently the candidate’s own work.

Mark awarded 30
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GROUP IV (31 - 40 Marks)

Composition J
Write a composition that begins as follows:

NEEL WILL 1 :
soon as the bell for break Tang, ] rushed out of the classroom to lock for my friends. 1 was cager lo tetl them the story.

The. odesl T hod en

ot saily eroded,ond T_had.
chsect courder-parte *T have

pt  (AISTADRDEU @ uChl 1ume.

VIO

: m%_hgyi#

l(lé} -

T U0

gel d alimpse

g
_been Ipoking all pver for you two, you seem
A_ﬂﬁg_tg@_[&(h_gwi
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hire him_s0 a0 fo_work for them,and thay cif&reeo[ ona small wage and
Foimngmba ook good care of mes Fuma Mmﬁfg

Smoathly ag,mn tears weled up my even on the verge

Mkﬁdﬁw@ﬂjﬂﬂ@@iﬁl&i&m
beoke his sath with v Fuenl&‘ a0 he <aid-He

and_kept o and ddam audlbﬁ -~
ﬁ%fmﬁ Mﬁ;_@mmﬂﬁaﬁkmi 2

Juddml@hue ﬁm drop could

m@mmﬂa ol e m%m et
Oul Thai phe wdo ne pne u
azpeﬁi bo_look: af m {mrdseej;ﬁowmmaﬁh d. :sudden _e@@g&
qn Muhmbegan s M&meta now {ricd] mgrchmmmfrheg
_mmg eﬂzné_ -
,,,,,,,, &ald he mnhiio qize bud T u,zg;7a that
in_his right mind moulig a_beast: He said

%haLhum_{han edophile and ir_ud Chan%cih& but for
him Io e complelely whele, e nceded my o ey o

eve_my_ears, b&m.the_mzﬁipe ) child-
@u&ﬂmgd for my p on@peignd gathered .
cmm%a o
1 seed t out of the office. wild likea
gnmﬂ_ﬁ“nméup&m%ﬁd b5 bygnﬂ meizﬂng _ j;
me_ﬁiLmer_apJ-__Uld mﬁ&bﬁm could not believe its He had

ihaiﬁuget_to__ {:a paot that I madulw
ugf;w with me and

| Jzu Iﬁlmu% fu J}[M bgmﬁgnig

Ll 0 s piti Jaf -

o e

end_down 1o wiélch,and the vomit aﬁdﬁd squavely on i
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gﬁhﬁhﬁdhﬁg_iibmikl_ei of me and I ran _ganimgmhl_ﬁﬂ}m_m
where 1 {old {he whole_encounter to my parens "I finsched of frn
2 nghpa e oS ;@ggdgnd.p@i&d;mmaydaibm%
@xbfhmwa}fihg -.\hﬁﬁdﬁfheauﬂlmmﬂlmmgﬁ
m%ig%mm nished to_clags. PR AT
" Iatao lon g ds the cun rises inthe Fast and sels inthe :
hy remains engraved in_ .meﬁwh.gm_@@d_&db_l&g_g—

hammock n he summer breeze. T -

e candidate communicates fully. The account is well conceived and the language tlows., Yet the
candtdate has serious problems with punctuation and fails to execute direct speech. The candidate is
ambitious but is culprit to phrase bandying and ruins the account by ostentation. The conclusion is
foreed and as a result distracts the reader. |

Mark awarded 32

Compaosition K

Frite a composinon that beginz us follows:

. " ot O
L NENNEE -

&3 g0un as the bell for break rang, TrusShed ouf ol the classroam to [ook for my wiends. [ was zager to tell them the story.

Toe lony iy \Das oF oy orcleal ! be 4¥g tO.
f,;mifmt&H,muimm_&A.ﬁmﬁ_%m@._mwmﬂﬁ_l:?;n.. Y

D was _.ﬂM%_m_Mﬂﬁmgﬂ_@m%ﬁgmﬁthéﬁ_
. A mm@%-mummm Ao where: | was
font, Lsaud _@hfl% £400M0. Q. _d&gnmzihaﬁmd__glm&gmgnd
rcpre. of o No.ooniense human being but in the e seords
Sho. Was ingroed of me | was able 10 _.y.%tjnddﬁﬁmiﬁinb&
fter haix ___LQ_QK&;{ﬁm&jfﬁ__zfr%éﬁ-_@miLbafgfﬂﬁ&m._i_ml}tm -
of: })Ml&._ﬁ??!ai.ﬂd_mgﬂ: ;&;p‘,mhjahwmgﬂmm_b&_amm%
QfAM?Em : . fals - .
. Her <xirt which seemed to have originally besn red
a8 now pink die Ao ovevwahing- Her black teather. hai;ii_j
wal cracked pri one c(pvaey. Wer .thoes indedermi 3
geotindy 060 hut | codld mot whake the feeling triat there
was sometinng goKe ahout fhem:.
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&7 2 vewlt of inguicibivenesc | Knew very well (hak
wuriogiby Rilled tne WMMd

« ot _deduce

- -, Lo as
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1 could €8 peop La_gosﬂligﬂmﬁq,k_th&wtmyﬂni_-
: : ,. rig DX L ! 44 £ 1{GDbbhE B 0l

M

“d

35



__That is an ordeal | hall Surely Nnevey foraet.
ot il i Pl |

The candidate displays some mastery of the language. The account is generally captivating to read and
the plot is well executed. Yet there are glaring flaws in the composition. The take-off is faulty. The
candidate addresses the reader rather than the friends. There is no mention of the friends reaction. It is
assumed the story we are reading is what was told to the friends at some other time. This is not correct.

The candidate has not quite mastered the use of direct speech and falls in the perennial trap of misusing
English idioms. Some spelling and punctuation errors are also evident,
Mark awarded 34

Composition L.

As soon as the bell for break rang, 1 rushed out of the classroom to look for my friends. I was eager to feil them the story,

A NARAOW ESCAPE




S ‘;’
»

burg tmy_head - I wiched that thee would be some way fo pove tothem.
My fsends slatad oyeuling ina hid to mock the munster's sound . They thew shated
colling ot fov tve monder - Suddon e ciinounding iuche . te. A G

19 Yustle- A %

. \ i GO
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Transition from the given input to the personal account is superb. The suspense created by the delay or
rather bypass of the story to the reaction of the friends heightens the curiosity of the reader. In fact, it
creates a flashback style of ..... which is not only noteworthy but quite unexpected. Indeed the very
twist in the story involving the ‘doubters’ and ‘mockers’ makes for much of the enjoyment.

The narrative proceeds at a fast pace and the suspense is sustained till the very end! The reader heaves
a sigh of relief with the unexpected end to the whole episode.

The candidate has numerous tickable items of vocabulary, idiom and whole construction types.

Yet the enthralling composition has its share of flaws. There are construction errors. “I timidly as a
hare ...”, “ ...the first time, was one only ...”". This last instance causes vagueness and near absurdity.
Instance the expression “. in a last gasp of fear.” What does that mean? The candidate misspells
‘unnoticeable’ and misuses a number of words and expressions, such as, “mock the monsters’ sound”
(perhaps ‘mimick’); “pitch black room” (peihaps ‘pitch dark’); *..missed me by only a hairs breath.”
There are areas too fantastic to be believed.

Nevertheless, the candidate has presented a generally clean, readable and interesting piece of
composition that is meritorious at the level and in the circumstances. ‘
Mark awarded 37
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