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1. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.

Building a successful career does not happen on a whim. It takes proper planning, clear objectives, making the right decisions, consistent action and an unwavering commitment to the journey. Most people make the right decision and even follow through with action but then they drop the ball on the commitment front. Rather than make a personal commitment to succeed against the odds stacked against them, many people instead choose the easier option and follow the herd. They forget that success is an individual pursuit.

Take the case of Erick an automotive mechanic by training. Erick had been working with a major motor vehicle firm for nearly ten years. He had never imagined himself as a supervisor; all he knew was to do the tasks he was assigned. When his immediate supervisor left, Erick, with his experience and expertise, was the obvious replacement. But when he received news of the promotion, he went into a state of shock and denial. Had he not sought professional help to shift his thinking, he would have lost his job. Erick is a classic example of an established follower.

Followers exhibit several unique characteristics. To start with, they do not like responsibility choosing rather to stay in the shadows rather than take the hot seat. They are also preoccupied with the ‘us’ tag that gives them a false sense of security. Followers are extremely poor in decision making. They make lengthy consultations just to feel safe. As such, they are rarely elevated to positions that require responsibility and decision making. When it comes to change, the follower is more at home with the status quo. They feel threatened by new processes that disrupt their comfort. Proactive behaviour is an alien concept to followers. These individuals need to be prompted to take up simple tasks, and without effective supervision, they will struggle to meet their targets.

In reality, everyone is expected to play the role of follower and leader at various stages along their career path. The problem begins when you decide to follow than lead simply because it is easier. The good news, however, is that if you are a follower, you do not always have to be one. You can wean yourself out of this mentality.

First, decide not to be an underdog. Your career is a lifelong project and spending that much time in the shadows is not wise. Also start reading management books and practise the principles they contain. Further, begin to base your decisions on rational judgements rather than following what others are doing. Getting a personal coach helps in fast tracking this change process.

When all is said and done, none of these things will make sense unless you have a set of clear career objectives to guide you along the way. So take time and chart your own destiny.

(Adapted from the The Standard, Friday, August 30th, 2013, Page 50)

QUESTIONS
a. According to the passage, what are the ingredients necessary to build a successful career?        










       (2 marks)

b. Why do many people choose to ‘follow  the herd’? 



          (1 mark)

c. Identify and explain an ironical situation that is portrayed in this passage.            (2 marks)

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
In about 30 words, summarise the weaknesses of followers.                                        (5 marks)

...................................................................................................................................
d. Enumerate the steps one should take in order to change from being a follower to being a leader.









        (2 marks)

e. Describe the tone taken by the author of the passage in paragraph 3. 
        (2 marks)
..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
f. i.)  You can wean yourself out of this mentality. ( Rewrite sentence using your own words)
.......................................................................................................................................................


ii) . You can wean yourself out of this mentality. (Change into a Yes/No question)

.......................................................................................................................................................

Iii). Start reading management books and practise the principles they contain. (Categorise            the sentence) 
..........................................................................................................................................................
g. Give the meaning of these words and phrases as used in the passage.            (3 marks)
Underdog - ..................................................................................................................
Alien - .........................................................................................................................
Stay in the shadows - ..............................................................................................
Question 2:


“Ayie, I have accepted your suit. May the young girl be called so that people of Sakwa may see what a jewel we are giving them”. Giving us!’ thought Otieno in annoyance. ‘At this rate there will be no cattle left for me to pay bride price with’.

In a little while Akoko walked in, in the company of her mother. Traditionally the girl at this point should have been the picture of demure shyness, her eyes fixed firmly on the floor, her hands held together in front of her mouth. Not Akoko. She walked in, steps measured, head held high, hands at her sides. Her heads swiveled around a bit and then her gaze rested on Owour. Let him see what he was getting.


‘What a brazen lass,’ thought  Otieno,’ Thirty head indeed!’

Owuor experienced an indescribable sensation. What happened, of course was that he had fallen deeply and irrevocably in love. Since that was not considered particularly important for a successful marriage, he did not understand or appreciate what was happening to him and that it would change his entire life and outlook.

She turned and left the room. Her mother remained for the rest o the ceremony.

“People of Sakwa”, continued Aloo, “We are pleased that we have reached an understanding and we hope that a friendship will spring up between us now and into posterity.

Let us pour more libation to Were and drink more Kong’o to gladden our hearts. Mother of Akoko, please bring us some food”.

The feasting went on into the late afternoon until about the tenth hour. Then the suitors had to leave, 

For Chik  did not allow them to spend the night.

a) Place this excerpt in its immediate context
(3mks)
b) Identify two themes highlighted in the extract
(4mks)
c) Describe the character of
i) Owour
ii) Akoko

(4mks)
d) Illustrate any two features of style evident in the excerpt

(4mks)
e) From elsewhere in the text, explain how love affects Owuor’s family life
(3mks)
f) ‘At this rate there will be no cattle left for me to pay bride price with’


(Rewrite in reported speech) (2mks)
g) What a brazen  lass, ______________ (supply a question tag)
(2mks)
h) Explain the meaning  of the following words and phrases as used in the passage
(3mks)
i) Demure –
Outlook-
Her head swivelled around-
3.
Read the poem below and answer the questions that follow 

      (20 marks)

HE PROMISED ME HEAVEN.

He promised me heaven

As side by side walked we down the aisle

As the chime of the wedding bell brightened the day

As sweet — sounding songs soothed our souls

As he held my hand and inserted this ring into my finger

I knew that my heaven had come

For then he promised me heaven.

As we sat close and cherished our moon of honey

As he whispered cream icing into my ears

Dramatically conjuring metaphor after metaphor

Humming lullaby after lullaby

How elated I felt for being so much elevated

For here he was, my guardian angel

To take me to heaven

For he promised me heaven

As one year later he slapped me again and again

I quickly forgave and forgot

For he was my idol

Who had promised me heaven

Even as the floodgate of blow after blow

Kick after kick

Opened from its cage of disaster

Defacing and eroding the beauty he so much praised

Converting me into a shell of torture

How patiently I clung to him

Anticipating the heaven he had promised me

Now as I lie in the hospital bed

Unable to rise from his violent battery

Waiting for the Angel of Death

I realize he kept his promise

For I am soon going to heaven

Because he promised me heaven.
Questions

a. )
Who is the persona?






        (2 marks)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

b.) 
Explain the two main themes in the poem 



        (2 marks)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

c). 
Using the plot of the poem, explain the major changes that occur in the subject matter. 







        (2 marks)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

d.) 
What is your attitude towards the “he” in the poem? Why?

        (2 marks)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

e. ) ‘For then he promised me heaven’, ‘For I am soon going to heaven’. Differentiate the meaning of the two lines with regard to what ‘heaven’ means in each.           (3 marks)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………

f.)  Give one character trait of the persona 



           
           (l mark)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

g.) 
Explain the irony in the poem 




        (2 marks)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

h.) 
Apart from irony, identify and illustrate one style used in the poem.        (2 marks)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

i. )
What is the mood in stanzas 1 and 2 of this poem 


        (2 marks)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

j. )
Explain the meaning of the following lines:


       (2 marks)

i.) 
As he whispered cream icing into my ears

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

ii. )
For he was my idol.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………
              GRAMMAR. 15mks

a) Rewrite each of the following sentences according to the instructions given in brackets. Do not change the meaning
(3mks)

If Tinka is not to blame, Wamala is.

   (Begin; Either ……………..
ii. The child would have drowned were it not for the quick action taken by the life saver.

        (Begin: But………….)
iii. They did not have much money. They worked hard and kept their children in school. (use: in spite of)
b) Use phrasal verbs formed from the words in brackets to fill the blank spaces

i) The Governor assumed that the problem  had  been _________________________ (iron)

ii). I am sorry you were not satisfied by our service. I will ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________ your complaint at once. (Look.)

 They relied on him to ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________ with a convincing explanation. (Come) 

c) Use the right form of the words in  brackets
i. There are several factors which contribute to a healthy___________________________(exist)

ii. Victims of drug abuse become social _____________________ (fit)

iii. No sooner had the striker ________________________ down than the coach began to scream (lie)
d) Use the correct preposition to fill in the blank space.

i. children from rich families are not always taken to school _____________ car

ii. He is an authority ______________ livestock matters.

iii. Our school is equidistance _____________________ the shopping center.

e). Choose the correct pronoun form to fill in the blank spaces.
i. Kasuku, Kombo and _________________ developed the concept for the science fair. (I, me)

ii. She has good plans for _________________ (I, me)

iii. The announcers were Edward and ______________________ (he, him, his)

GOOD LUCKPRINTED AND COMPILED BY PERFECT STEPS PUBLISHERS: 0721 745374/0721707626 NAIROBI
2

