5.0 KENYAN SIGN LANGUAGE (KSL)

3.1 GENERAL PERFORMANCE

Kenyan Sign Language (KSL) is examined at the KCPE level for learners with hearing impairment
who are highly visual learners.

Over the 10 years the general combined performance of the KSL subject is as indicated below:

Table 12: The General Performance of Candidates in KSL

YEAR 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019

% Mean Mark | 20.99 | 4920 45.80 | 34.45 46.42 | 31.96 | 22.94 | 30.14 | 31.34 | 3235

Candidature 544 540 643 595 638 691 696 704 763 759

5.2 KSLSECTION A - LANGUAGE USE
The performance of all candidates on the Kenyan Sign Language Objective paper is discussed below.
A total of 759 candidates sat for the paper and in the objective section with the mean mark of 19.70

out of 50 with a standard deviation of 7.05.

Figure 6: Performance of all candidates on the KSIL Objective Section
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The table below shows the performance on the 2019 Kenyan Sign Language objective section
disaggregated by gender.
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“Table 13: Performance of Candidates on the Objective by Gender

No .of candidates Mean mark Standard Deviation
Male 400 19.49 6.99
Female 359 19.94 7.13
All 759 19.70 7.05

Analysis of Selected Items

The performance of candidates on each test item in the objective section was as shown in the figure
below:

Figure 7: Candidate’s Performance on all Test Items in the KSL Objective Question
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From figure 7 above, it can be observed that there were 11 questions in the year 2019 KCPE KSL
Objective correct response with ease from the given options. These questions were:

Table 14: Questions with a facility index less than 30%

Question

Number 12 14 21 25 26 27 29 32 34 39 44
%

Scoring 11.90 | 15.13 | 21.10 | 23.88 | 29.94 | 22.94 | 23.93 | 16.28 | 20.19 | 26.49 | 20.11
correctly

Questions 12 and 14 required that the candidate looks at the picture or the signs given and
respond to the questions asked.
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12.  SIGN THIS MEAN WHAT

a] COIN//
b] TAX//
¢l NAME //

d] DIGITAL /

Response Pattern

Option A B C* D
% choosing the option 10.78 34.85 11.90 41.91
Mean mark in other questions 16.49 18.02 19.56 20.40

The candidates were expected to look at the graphic illustration given and identify the sign depicted.
Majority of the candidates (41.91%) went for option D while the correct answer is C. Teachers
are advised to teach the various signs and the correct place of articulation, movement and facial

expression.
‘?

14. SIGN BELOW DIRECTION DIFFERENT TIME SIGN DIFFERENT WHICH
a] LETTER//

b] POST//

c] TELEGRAPH //

d] REGISTER //

Response Pattern

Option A¥* B C D
% choosing the option 15.13 30.81 35.57 18.49
Mean mark in other questions 17.00 18.85 20.46 19.09

In this question candidates were required to know how each word is signed and identify which of
the signs given has a different direction when it is made. Majority of the candidates (35.57%) went
for option C whereas the correct answer is A. It would seem that the candidates could not correctly
pick out the odd sign as per the direction of the sign movement. Teachers are advised to teach the
various signs and the correct direction, movement and facial expression.
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Candidates experienced difficulty in answering questions 21 - 25. Under this section
candidates were given a short passage on family relations and family related activities.

T-E-D-D-Y/B-O-B/A-L-I/S-U-E SCHOOL

SAME GO//T-E-D-D-Y YEAR OLD 10/B-O-B
YEAR OLD SAME A-L-I/B-O-B YEAR OLD 4
MORE THAN T-E-D-D-Y//BUT SUE YEAR OLD
3 BELOW T-E-D-D-Y//

B-O-B NOW CLASS 8 BUT CLASS 1 ABOVE
A-L-I/T-E-D-D-Y NOW CLASS 3 BELOW
B-O-B BUT CLASS 2 ABOVE S-U-E//

The passage tested the critical thinking skills of candidates as they interact with nouns, numbers,

connectors.
l)

21. B-O-B SAME A-L-I YEAR OLD WHICH

a] 6//
b] 14//
cl] 8/
dl 10/

Response Pattern

Option A B* C D
% choosing the option 19.61 21.10 21.65 37.17
Mean mark in other questions 17.46 21.35 18.14 18.63

Question 21 required the candidates to synthesize the information given and select a number that is
the correct age of both B-OB and A-L-1. Majority of the candidates (37.17%) went for option D while
the correct answer is A. Language should be used to understand various contexts and to give factual
information about the given context.

9

25. A-L-I CLASS WHICH

al] 3//
b] 4//
cl 7/
dl 5/
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Response Pattern

Option A B C* D
% choosing the option 42.29 24.26 23.88 9.11
Mean mark in other questions 19.18 17.52 22.26 17.00

The question required the candidates to sign out the given vocabulary and identify which sign uses
one hand when it is made. Majority of the candidates (42.29%) went for option A while the correct
answer is C. Learners should be exposed to more reading for details and critical thinking in contexts

that can help them answer questions numbers correctly.

2

27. SIGN BELOW HAND MOVE UP-DOWN NOTHING WHICI-i

a] WARMY//
b] WOMAN /
c] PEACE//
d] PAINT/

Response Pattern

Option A B C* D
% choosing the option 36.19 25.56 22.95 15.30
Mean mark in other questions 20.97 17.59 19.71 18.45

The candidates were expected to sign out the given signs and identify the sign which does not have
an up and down movement. Majority of the candidates (36.19%) went for option A while the correct
answer is C. Teachers are advised to teach the various elements of a sign and the correct movement
for each sign.

29. SIGN BELOW OBSERVE KSL ORDER CORRECT IDENTIFY//




al (i) (iv) (i) () //
bl (i) (iii) (iv) (i) //
c] () Gi) Gv) (i) //
dl () i) (i) Gv) /

Response Pattern

Option A B* C D
% choosing the option 21.23 23.93 19.46 34.82
Mean mark in other questions 18.29 20.46 18.91 19.13

In Question 29 the candidates were expected to know how each of the signs is made and pick out the
correct sign word order in KSL. Majority of the candidates (34.82%) went for option D however
Option B is the correct answer. Learners should be exposed to more KSL vocabulary in contexts that
can help them group signs and identify the correct sign word order.

& HOUSE B

SUBCOUNTY
OFFICE

OBSERVE PICTURE THIS SAME USE ANSWER QUESTION 31-40 CORRECT//

Based on the picture given, candidates were expected to give the direction of various points from
specified in questions 32 and 34
9
32. PLACE (1) NAME WHAT
a] ROAD JUNCION //
b] ROAD BEND //
c] ROAD CORNER//
d] ROAD CROSS//
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Response Pattern

Option

A

B*

C

% choosing the option

34.98

16.28

24.09

24.09

Mean mark in other questions

22.04

17.58

16.84

17.70

Majority (36.98%) went for option A while the correct answer was B.

N
34. TIME YOU TOWN WANT GO POSHO-MILL GO HOW

a] SOUTH EAST/SOUTH/SOUH WEST/SOUTH//

b] SOUTH /SOUTH WEST/SOUH /SOUTH EAST //
c¢] SOUTH WEST/SOUTH/SOUH EAST/SOUTH//

d] GO SOUTH /SOUTH EAST/SOUH WEST/SOUTH//

Response Pattern

Option A* B C D
% choosing the option 20.19 22.79 24.37 31.91
Mean marKk in other questions 20.14 18.50 20.65 16.77

Majority (31.91%) went for option D while the correct answer was A.

From the statistics in questions 32 and 34 it would imply that that teaching on how to use language
to give or take instructions on directions to various destinations is not well practiced. At all times
pictorial stimulus should be used to help the learner with hearing impairment conceptualize this
aspect in language use. This was also noted in 2018 KCPE paper.

?
39. SENTENCE TRUE PICURE THIS WHICH

a] SHOP/SUB COUNTY EDUCATION DIRECTION SAME //
b]  TOURIST LDGE/LAW COURT NEAR //

c] CHIEF CAMP/MOSQUE OPPOSITE //

d] TOURIST LODGE /POSHO MILL DIRECTION NORTH//

Response Pattern

Option A B C* D
% choosing the option 28.53 24.35 26.49 20.17
Mean mark in other questions 19.53 16.50 20.95 18.32

Majority (28.53%) went for option A while the correct answer was C.




STORY BELOW READ SAME QUESTION
41-50 ANSWER CORRECT GIVE//

TIME YOU HEAD TEACHER OFFICE ENTER/
INFRONT THERE/CHAIR THREE HAVE SAME
CABINET//SIDE LEFT SOFA SET BEAUTIFUL
THERE COVER WELL/HEAD TEACHER
TABLE NEAR/CABIN BIG THERE/SCHOOL
FILE SAME IMPORTANT DOCUMENT THERE - | NOTHING/VISITOR GIVE ONLY//VISITOR
KEEP/SIDE OTHER BOOK-SHELF THERE MANY OFFICE THIS ADMIRE SAME LOVE
HAVE//BOOK DIFFERENT THERE KEEP SAME | ¢TAY-LONG//

NEWSPAPER THERE MANY HAVE//

T-V OFFICE HAVE NOTHING BUT PRINTER
SMALL THERE HAVE/TIME PRINT PAPER
USE//OFFICE THIS CARPET HAVE SAME
FRIDGE HAVE/SODA SAME WATER THERE
KEEP//HEAD TEACHER SODA PUPIL GIVE

HEAD TEACHER BUSY ALOT SAME WORK
ALOT//PARENT LOVE HIM A LOT SAME
PUPIL//HIMSELF WANT PUPIL READ READ
GRADE GOOD GET//SELF PEOPLE ADVICE
ALWAYS/READ HARD WORK GOOD//OFFICE
THIS COMPUTER HAVE/HEAD TEACHER
COMPUTER USE/SECRETARY COMPUTER
OTHER USE TIME EXAM TYPE//SAME IF
TEACHER WANT USE CAN//

From the story given above, one question as discussed below gave the candidates a challenge in

getting the correct response.
{)

44. COMPUTER OFFICE THERE HOW-MANY"

a] 1//
b] 3//
cl 2/
d] 4/

Response Pattern

Option A B C* D
% choosing the option 25.42 30.91 20.11 23.00
Mean mark in other questions 17.64 19.71 21.84 17.02

Candidates were expected to read carefully the story given and identify the correct NUMBER of
computers in the office. Majority of the candidates went for option B (30.91%) while the correct

option C.
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KSL SECTION B - COMPOSITION

Paper Format

This section consisted of one guided compulsory composition to be written within 40 minutcs. The
composition was as follows:

TIME 40 MINUTE USE OBSERVE PICTURE PICTURE THERE/ WRITE STORY // STORY

YOUR END USE SENTENCE ........
ceveeeserenesee. ALL LUCKY LIFE OUR SAVE FINISH//

The candidates were to use the pictures below as a guide in creating an imaginative composition.

The candidate were expected to have a firm understanding of vocabulary related to the weather and
to disaster management of flooding. Coincidentally the candidates were doing this paper at a time
when Kenya was experiencing severe flooding in all regions and thus all candidates could relate to
the incident.

The question tested the candidate’s ability to creatively compose an ori ginal, creative and convincing
account in glossed KSL. Candidates were expected to use mainly the past tense in writing an account
that is grammatically correct, accurate with good use of punctuation and vocabulary. The mood as
portrayed in the picture was to resonate with the candidate’s work. The development of story was to
culminate into the saving of lives in the event of a flooding.
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" General Performance in KSL Composition

The KSL-Composition paper was marked out of 40. In 2019, a total of 759 candidates sat for the
paper. The paper had a mean of 12.65 and a standard deviation of 6.91

Figure : Performance on KSL Composition 2019
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The table above represents the performance of all candidates on the KSL Composition paper. The
highest mark awarded was 37, the mean mark was 13.

Table 15: Performance on the KSL composition by gender

GENDER No. of candidates Mean Standard Deviation
Male 400 12.06 6.65
Female 359 13.30 7.15

From Table 15 it is notable that girls performed better in the KSL composition with a mean of
13.30 marks than boys who had a mean of 12.06.
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