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PEARL&DOLL'SHOUSEGUIDE
ThePearlSummary

ThePearl,whichtakesplaceinLaPaz,Mexico,beginswithadescriptionoftheseeminglyidyllicfamilylifeof

Kino,hiswifeJuanaandtheirinfantson,Coyotito.KinowatchesasCoyotitosleeps,butseesascorpion

crawldowntheropethatholdsthehangingboxwhereCoyotitolies.Kinoattemptstocatchthescorpion,but

Coyotitobumpstheropeandthescorpionfallsonhim.AlthoughKinokillsthescorpion,itstillstings

Coyotito.JuanaandKino,accompaniedbytheirneighbors,gotoseethelocaldoctor,whorefusestotreat

CoyotitobecauseKinocannotpay.

KinoandJuanaleavethedoctorsandtakeCoyotitodownnearthesea,whereJuanausesaseaweed

poulticeonCoyotito'sshoulder,whichisnowswollen.Kinodivesforoystersfrom hiscanoe,attemptingto

findpearls.Hefindsaverylargeoysterwhich,whenKinoopensit,yieldsanimmensepearl.Kinoputsback

hisheadandhowls,causingtheotherpearldiverstolookupandracetowardKino'scanoe.

ThenewsthatKinohasfoundanimmensepearltravelsfastthroughLaPaz.Thedoctorwhorefusedtotreat

CoyotitodecidestovisitKino.Kino'sneighborsbegintofeelbittertowardhim forhisgoodfortune,but

neitherKinonorJuanarealizethisfeelingtheyhaveengendered.JuanTomas,thebrotherofKino,askshim

whathewilldowithhismoney,andheenvisionsgettingmarriedtoJuanainachurchanddressingCoyotito

inayachtingcapandsailorsuit.HeclaimsthathewillsendCoyotitotoschoolandbuyarifleforhimself.

ThelocalpriestvisitsandtellsKinotoremembertogivethanksandtoprayforguidance.Thedoctoralso

visits,andalthoughCoyotitoseemstobehealing,thedoctorinsiststhatCoyotitostillfacesdangerand

treatshim.Kinotellsthedoctorthathewillpayhim oncehesellshispearl,andthedoctorattemptsto

discernwherethepearlislocated(Kinohasburieditinthecornerofhishut).Thatnight,athiefattemptsto

breakintoKino'shut,butKinodriveshim away.JuanatellsKinothatthepearlwilldestroythem,butKino

insiststhatthepearlistheironechanceandthattomorrowtheywillsellit.

Kino'sneighborswonderwhattheywoulddoiftheyhadfoundthepearl,andsuggestgivingitasapresentto

thePope,buyingMassesforthesoulsofhisfamily,anddistributingitamongthepoorofLaPaz.Kinogoes

tosellhispearl,accompaniedbyhisneighbors,butthepearldealeronlyoffersathousandpesoswhenKino

believesthathedeservesfiftythousand.Althoughotherdealersinspectthepearlandgivesimilarprices,

Kinorefusestheirofferanddecidestogotothecapitaltosellitthere.Thatnight,Kinoisattackedbymore

thieves,andJuanaonceagainremindsKinothatthepearlisevil.However,Kinovowsthathewillnotbe

cheated,forheisaman.

Laterthatnight,Juanaattemptstotakethepearlandthrowitintotheocean,butKinofindsherandbeats

herfordoingso.Whileoutside,agroupofmenaccostKinoandknockthepearlfrom hishand.Juana

watchesfrom adistance,andseesKinoapproachher,limpingwithanothermanwhosethroatKinohasslit.

Juanafindsthepearl,andtheydecidethattheymustgoawayevenifthemurderwasinself-defense.Kino

findsthathiscanoehasbeendamagedandtheirhousewastornupandtheoutsidesetafire.Kinoand
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JuanastaywithJuanTomasandhiswife,Apolonia,wheretheyhideforthenextdaybeforesettingoutfor

thecapitalthatnight.

KinoandJuanatravelthatnight,andrestduringtheday.WhenKinobelievesthatheisbeingfollowed,the

twohideandKinoseesseveralbighornsheeptrackerswhopassbyhim.KinoandJuanaescapeintothe

mountains,whereJuanaandCoyotitohideinthecavewhileKino,takinghisclothesoffsothatnoonewill

seehiswhiteclothing.ThetrackersthinkthattheyhearsomethingwhentheyhearCoyotitocrying,but

decidethatitismerelyacoyotepup.Afteratrackershootsinthedirectionofthecries,Kinoattacksthe

threetrackers,killingallthreeofthem.Kinocanhearnothingbutthecryofdeath,forhesoonrealizesthat

Coyotitoisdeadfrom thatfirstshot.JuanaandKinoreturntoLaPaz.Kinocarriesariflestolenfrom theone

ofthetrackershekilled,whileJuanacarriesthedeadCoyotito.Thetwoapproachthegulf,andKino,who

nowseestheimageofCoyotitowithhisheadblownoffinthepearl,throwsitintotheocean.
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THEMES

Evil

Chapter1

Evil1:Evilisintroducedintheform ofthescorpionthatstingsCoyotito.Untilthatmoment,Kino'shomeis

peaceful,filledwiththeSongofFamily.ButwhenhespotsthescorpiondanglingaboveCoyotito'sbed,Kino

recognizesthestrainsoftheSongofEvilthatrecurthroughoutthestory.TheSongofEvilcomeswhen

anythingthreatensthefamily,andKinodoesallthathecantodestroytheevilandhushthesinistermelody

oftheSongofEvilsothattheSongofFamilycanreturn.

Evil2:KinohearstheSongofEvilagainwhenheandJuanastandatthegatesofthedoctor'shouse.Kino

knowsthatthedoctorisoftheracethathasabusedKino'sownpeopleforfourhundredyears;despitethe

factthattheyneedthedoctor'shelp,Kinoknowsthatthedoctorisstilltheenemy.Hewilltrytocheatthem

orabusethem ashispeoplehavealwaysdonetoKino'sownrace.

Chapter3

Evil3:ThebuyersareouttotakeadvantageofKinoandhispearl.Theirgoalistocheathim andruinhis

plansofhappinessandpeaceforhisfamily.

Evil4:ThedoctorcomestotakeadvantageofKino'signorancebymakingCoyotitosickandpretendingthat

hisillnessistheresultofthescorpionsting.BecauseKinoandJuanaareuneducated,theyareafraidto

doubtthedoctor'sword,andheusesittoprofitfrom theirnewfoundwealth.Hepretendsasifhedoesn't

knowofKino'spearl,yettheonlyreasonhehascondescendedtotreatanIndianbabywastotryandseek

outwhereKinomightbehidingit.Thepearlbringsevilintheform ofgreed:manyseektotakeadvantageof

Kino'snewfoundwealth.

Chapter4

Evil5:ThebuyersworktogethertocheatKinoofhispearlandintendtogivehim verylittlemoneyforit.They

haveplannedtoconvincehim thathispearlisworthlessandpretendthatthey'redoinghim afavorbytaking

itoffhishands.Thebuyersareawareofthepearl'stremendousvalue,andintendtoconthe"uneducated

native;"hewilltrustthem becausetheyarethe"experts."

Evil6:Kinobelievesthathisfriendswillhelpprotecthim from theevilsthatmightbefallhim becauseofthe

pearl,butinsteadoffindingprotectionwithhisneighbors,heisattacked.Hispearlhasturnedfriendsinto

enemies;theyarejealousandenvythepearloftheworldthatKinohasfound.

Chapter5

Evil7:ThepearlturnsJuanaandKinoagainstoneanother.Theevilpowerofthepearlisstrongenoughto

inspireviolencebetweenthem.JuanaandKinoaresoclosetooneanotherthatconversationisn'teven
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needed,andyetthepearlisabletodividethem.Ithasbroughtinjuryanddanger,andnowitpullsJuanaand

Kinoawayfrom eachother.

Evil8:Kinoisforcedtokillamantodefendhimselfandthepearl.ThenKino'shutisburnedaftersomeone

searchingforthepearlhasransackedit.ThosewhocovetthegreatpearldestroyeverythingthatKinoand

Juanahaveintheirattemptstofindit.ThePearlismakingeveryoneturnagainstthem,andKinoandJuana

knowthattheyarenolongersafeintheirvillage,andmustescape.

Chapter6

Evil9:Kinolooksintothepearlexpectingtoseevisionsofthedreamshehadthenightafterhefoundthe

pearl,buttheonlythingsheseesarethehorriblethingsthathavehappenedtohisfamilysincehefoundthe

pearl.Hebeginstorealizetheevilthepearlcontains,butstillrefusestogiveitup.

Evil10:Inadream,Kinohasapremonitionofdanger.Hewakesanddiscoverstrackersarefollowinghis

family.Heknowsthattheywillfindthem andkillthem forthepearl.Hefeelstrappedbecausethereisno

wayforthem toescapethetrackers.

Evil11:Inthestruggletoprotecthisfamilyandsurvive,Kinoturnsintoakillingmachine.Heattacks,swiftly

andbrutally,killingallthreemenwhoweretrackinghisfamilyinaquesttostealhisgreatpearl.Kinohas

beenforcedtodoterriblethingstosurviveandtoprotectthepearlfrom beingstolen.Thepearl'svaluehas

madeitevil.

Family

Chapter1

Family1:KinohearstheSongofFamilyineachroutineofhislife.Althoughtheirlifeissimple,therhythm of

theirhabitsandthesoundsofeachpartoftheirlivesmakeupasongthatisimportanttoKino.Itfillshis

earsandheiscontentwiththesafeandsturdysong.Kinowillprotectthissongandthefamilyitrepresents

becauseitisallhehasandhelovesit.

Chapter2

Family2:Kinoinheritedhiscanoe,hisonlythingofvalue,from hisfatherandgrandfather,anditmakeshim

proud.Itishislegacyandhetakesgreatcareofitbecauseitisthetoolheusestoprovideforhisfamily.The

canoeistheonlyinheritancehehasbeyondthesongsofhispeople,andKinoloveshiscanoe.

Chapter3

Family3:Kinocannottakeachancethatthedoctorislyingtohim aboutCoyotito'shealthbecausehe

doesn'twanthischildtosuffer.Thedoctortakesadvantageofaparent'sconcernforhischildtoturnaprofit.

HeknowsthatKinowilltrustenoughinthedoctor'sknowledgetoallowhim totreatCoyotitobecauseKinois

unsurethatthebabyishealed.

Chapter4
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Family4:Kinowon'tgiveupthepearleventhoughit'sbroughtnothingbutpainbecauseheseesitsvalueas

achancetoprovideforhisson'seducation,allowinghim toescapetheirsimplelife.Kinodoesnotwant

thosewithaformaleducationtotakeadvantageofCoyotito,liketheydotootheruneducatednatives.He

wantsmoreforhissonandhisfamilythantheirsimplelife,andthepearlisthekeytothoseaspirations.

Chapter5

Family5:ThepearlthatKinoexpectedtoprotecthisfamilyisnowtearingitapart.JuanawarnsKinothatthe

pearlwilldestroytheirfamily,butKinorefusestobelieveitbecausehethinksthatthewealththepearloffers

isthebestwaytoprotecthisfamily.Hethinksthatbykeepingthepearl,heisdoingwhatisbestforhis

family,butthepearlisonlypushinghim andJuanaapart.Ifitisdividingthem,itcannotprotectthefamily

from harm.Itonlymakeslifemoreprecariousforthem.

Family6:JuanTomashelpshisbrotherineverywaythathecan,bydivertingtheneighborsandgathering

suppliesforKino'sjourney.Juanknowsthatthepearlhasbroughtevilontohisbrother'sfamily,andhedoes

allthehecantohelpthem escapefrom it,buthecannotconvinceKinotogetridofthepearl.

Chapter6

Family7:AsKino,Juana,andCoyotitoaremakingtheirescape,Kinobelievesthathisfamilywilltriumph

becausetheyseem tobegettingaway.Hebeginstobelievethateverythingwillworkout;thepearlpromises

securityandpeace,andtheywillescapethebadluckthathasplaguedthem sincehefoundthepearl.He

believesthatnowhisfamilywillprosper.

Family8:Kinoconsidersgivinghimselfuptothetrackersbecausethereisnowaythatheandhisfamilycan

getawayfrom them.Thethoughtmomentarilydefeatshim,untilJuanaremindshim thatthetrackerswillkill

herandCoyotitoaswell,andthatprodsKinointoaction.

Family9:Inthemidstofdanger,theirsurvivaldependsonkeepingthebabyquietthroughthenight.Ifhe

cries,theirhidingplaceisgivenaway,butifhecankeepsilent,perhapsKinowillbeabletodisarm themen

andsecurehisfamily'sescape.

Family10:Juanawasrightfrom thebeginning--thepearldiddestroytheirson.Thetrackerswhowere

followingthem killCoyotito.Kino'sinsistencethatthepearlwouldfindpeaceandhappinessforhisfamily

costsCoyotitohislifeandleavesaholeintheirfamilythatwouldnothavebeentherehadKinoneverfound

thepearl.

Superstition

Chapter1

Superstition1:WhenCoyotitoisindangerofbeingstungbythescorpion,Juanamuttersanancientmagic

incantationandthensomeHailMarystoprotectherson.Theancient,superstitiousreligionofthepeasantry

hasbeenmixedwiththeCatholicism oftheWesternupperclass.Juanaappealstonativegodsandthe

WesternGod,uncertainofwhichholdsthetruepower.ThisminglingofapolytheisticreligionwithRoman
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Catholicism iscommoninnativecountriesthatarecolonized.Thenativescombinethegodsoftheirown

religionwiththefiguresofCatholicism.Elementsoftheiroriginalfaithremain,suchasincantationslikethe

oneJuanamutters.

Chapter2

Superstition2:JuanapraysthatKinowillfindapearlsothattheycanhaveCoyotito'sscorpionstingtreated

bythedoctor.Shepraysinanattempttoforcefrom thegodsthelucksheandKinoneedtotakecareof

Coyotito.Findingapearlofvalueisstrictlyluck.Pearlsthemselvesareaccidental,andfindingapearlis

consideredagiftfrom thegodsorGod.

Superstition3:WhenKinofindsthelargeshell,heisreluctanttoopenitfirstbecausehedoesn'twantto

showthegodsorGodthathewantsthepearlsomuch.Hebelievesthatifhewantsittoomuch,itwon't

happen,andsohewaitstoopentheshell.

Chapter3

Superstition4:Kinoworriesthatthegodswillgetrevengeagainsthim ifhefindssuccess.Heknowsthatthe

godshatewhenmenplanforsuccess,andnowthatKinoismakingplans,hefearsthatsomethingwillcome

androbhim ofthisopportunity.

Superstition5:Juanabelievesthatthepearliscursedbecauseithasbroughtanintruderintotheirhome.She

warnsKinothatitwilldestroythem all,includingtheirson,iftheydon'tthrowitbackintothesea,butKino

won'tlisten.Hisdesiretousethepearltoeducatehissonandmakeabetterlifeforhisfamilyistoostrong.

HeignoresJuana'swarningandkeepsthepearl.

Chapter4

Superstition6:Juanastillbelievesthatthepearliscursed,andsheasksKinotothrowitbackintothesea

again,butherefuses.Heinsiststhatitistheironlychanceandhewon'tgiveitup.Juana,however,knows

thatthepearlwillonlybringmoreevilanddisastertothem,anddecidesshemusttakemattersintoherown

hands,andgetridofthepearl.

Chapter5

Superstition7:JuanadecidesthatifKinowon'tgetridofthecursedpearl,shewill.Shetakesthepearland

triestothrowitbackintotheseatoprotectherfamilyfrom anymoredanger,butKinostopsher.Herfearof

thepearliswell-founded;Kinobeatsherfortryingtogetridofthepearl,furtherprovingthatthepearlis

cursedandevil.IthasmadeKinoattackandharm theonepersonhelovesmost.

Superstition8:JuanwarnsKinothatthepearliscursedandthathemustgetridofittopasstheevilonto

someoneelse.HehopesthatKinocansellitsoonsothattheevilofthepearlwillnotdestroyhisfamily

beforeKinocanridhimselfofit.

Chapter6
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Superstition9:WhenKinolooksintothepearlandseesonlythetragediesthathavebefallenhisfamily,he

beginstobelievethatthepearliscursed,buthestillcannotpartwithit.

Superstition10:KinoandJuanathrowthepearlbackintotheseaafterCoyotitoiskilledbythetrackers.The

cursedpearlhasbroughtaboutthedeathoftheirchildandforcedKinotokilltosurviveandprotecthis

family.ThegreatpearlhasbroughtnothingbutmiserytoKinoandhisfamily,andtogethertheythrowthe

cursedobjectbackintothesea.Asitsinks,themusicofthepearlturnstoawhisperandthendisappears.

GreedandCorruption

AsthewordspreadsthatKinohasfoundahugepearl,thenewsofhisdiscovery“stirredupsomething

infinitelyblackandevilinthetown”;greedisa“blackdistillate”comparabletothepoisonofascorpion.It

infectsrichandpooralike.Thebeggarsinthestreet,themerchants,thepearlbuyers,thedoctor,andthe

localpriest—allthinkofthepearlintermsofhowtheymightprofitfrom Kino’spossessingit.Greeddrives

somepeopleinthetowntocommitactsofviolenceagainstKinoinattemptingtostealthepearl.Bloodis

shed.

Corruptionfueledbygreedisevidentinindividuallivesandinsocietyatlarge.Thedoctoriscorruptedbyhis

loveofmoneyandfinepossessions;inasilkrobe,hesitsinhisbeautifulhouse,sippingchocolatefrom a

chinacup,whileherefusestoaidCoyotito,whohasbeenstungbyascorpion.ThebabyisonlyanIndian,

afterall,andthedoctor,heinsists,isnota“veterinary”;moreover,Coyotito’sfather,Kino,hasnothingof

valuetogivetothedoctorinreturnforhistreatingthesickchild.Later,thedoctoruseshisknowledgeof

medicinetomakearecoveringCoyotitoillinorderto“save”him andgainaccesstoKino’spearl.Inthecold,

calculatedperversionofhisprofession,thedoctorexhibitshismoralcorruptionasaphysicianandasa

humanbeing.

Thedoctor’sattitudetowardthenativeIndianpopulationisrootedincenturiesofcolonialconquestand

subjugation.Heis“ofaracewhichfornearlyfourhundredyearshadbeatenandstarvedandrobbedand

despisedKino’srace,andfrightenedittoo….”Theconsequenceofthishistoryisacorruptsociety

determinedtokeepKino’speopleimprisonedbypovertyandignorance.From thepearlbuyersinLaPaz

(secretrepresentativesofasinglebuyer)whoconspiretopaytheIndiansaslittleaspossiblefortheirpearls

tothepriestwhosesermonsadmonishtheIndianstoaccepttheirstationinlife,theinstitutionsinsociety

workinconcerttodenyfreedom andjusticetoeverymemberofKino’srace.Indoingso,thoseinpower

enrichthemselvesattheexpenseofthepoorandthepowerless.

Obsession

InChapterII,Kinodivesforpearlsinadesperateattempttofindoneofvaluewithwhichtopaythedoctorto

treatCoyotitoforthescorpionstingthatcouldkillhim.Instead,Coyotito’sconditionimproves,theresultof

Juana’streatinghiswoundwithan“oldremedy,”andKinofindsnotjustavaluablepearlbut“thePearlofthe

World.”Withthesetwoevents,Kino’slifechangesdramatically.Inthemagnificenceofthehuge,perfect

pearl,Kinoenvisionsafutureunlikeanyhehadeverdaredtoimagine;lookingintotheglowingsurfaceofthe

pearl,hesees“dreamsform”—newclothesforhisfamily,hisandJuana’sweddinginthechurch,aharpoon

andarifleforhimself,andmostofall,aneducationforCoyotito.Kino’scontentmentwiththe“Songofthe
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Family”isnowlostin“themusicofthepearl”thatsingswith“triumph”inhim.

BecomingarichmanchangesKino’slifeimmediatelyinwayshedoesnotanticipateas“shadowyfigures”

attempttostealthepearl.Heisattacked,hishomeisinvaded,andhekillsamaninself-defensewhenheis

attackedasecondtime.WhenJuanatriestothrowthepearlbackintothesea,believingthatitisevilandwill

destroythem,Kinobeatsherwithanimalsavageryandthenissickenedbywhathehasdonetoher.ForKino,

possessingthepearlwithallitspromiseshasbecomeanobsession;hepursuesituntilhisandJuana’sold

lifeisdestroyedandtheirbabyisdead.

DespitetheinitialdeathanddestructionthepearlbringsintohisandJuana’slife,Kinowillnotgiveitup.

Ratherthansellittothecorruptpearlbuyersforessentiallynothing,hechoosestodefythesystem andsell

itinthecapitalforafairprice;afterhishousehasbeenburnedandhiscanoedestroyed,hestillrefusesto

sellthepearlinLaPaz.“Thispearlhasbecomemysoul,”Kinosays.“IfIgiveitupIshalllosemysoul.”

Leavingtheoldlifebehind,hetakesJuanaandCoyotitoonajourneytothecapital,leavingthetrailand

fleeingintothemountainswhentheyaretrackedbythreemenwhowillkillthem forthepearl.Kinoprevails

overthetrackers,killingthem all,buthisobsessionwiththepearlendsonlywhenherealizesCoyotitohas

died,theinnocentvictim ofarifleshot.ReturningtothevillagewithJuanabyhisside,Kinothrowsthepearl

intothesea.

Pride

Kino’ssubjugationbysocietyhasnotdestroyedhisprideorself-respect.OnlyforfearofCoyotito’sdying

doesheask,hatinhand,forthedoctor’sassistance.Whenheisturnedawaywithanobviousliebythe

doctor’sservant,Kinofeelssodeeplyhumiliatedheisovercomebyrage.Hestandsatthegatetothe

doctor’shousefor“alongtime,”putshis“supplianthatonhishead,”andthenstrikesthegatewith“a

crushingblow.”Hewillnotconsenttobeingmarginalized;hispridewillnotallowhim toendurepassivelythe

doctor’sinsult.

Kino’sprideismanifestedagaininhisconfrontationwiththepearlbuyersinLaPaz.Knowingthatheisbeing

cheated,Kinorefusestosellhispearltothem;indeclaringthathewillsellthepearlinthecapital,Kino

assertshisindependenceandrefusestobehumiliatedagain.Later,whenKino’shouseisburnedandhis

canoedestroyed,thelossismorethanmaterial.ToJuanTomásKinosays,“[a]ninsulthasbeenputonme

thatisdeeperthanmylife.”Kino’spride,asmuchashisdesiretosecuremoneyforCoyotito’sfuture,

demandsthathechallengethesystem thatholdshim down.Hehasnochoice,forashetellsJuana,“Iam a

man.”

NatureofPower.

Powervs.powerlessnessisathemethatrunsthroughoutThePearl.Kino’sracehasbeensubjugatedfor

centuriesbyEuropeancolonialism.TheoysterbedwhereKinofindsthegreatpearlisthesamebed“thathad

raisedtheKingofSpaintobeagreatpowerinEuropeinpastyears,hadhelpedtopayforhiswars,andhad

decoratedthechurchesforhissoul’ssake.”Kino’sconqueredpeoplehaveremainedpowerlessforfour

hundredyears,“sincefirstthestrangerscamewithargumentsandauthorityandgunpowdertobackup

both.”Onceestablished,thesubjugationoftheIndianshasbeenperpetuatedbysociety’sensuringthatthey
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remainpoorandignorant.Anydesiretheymighthaveforabetterlifeissuppressedbythechurch;thepriest

inLaPazteachesthateachpersonmust“remainfaithful”tohisstationinlife,assignedbyGod,inorderto

protecttheuniversefrom “theassaultsofHell.”

Kinoiswellawareofhowpowerlessheisinlife.Afterfindingthepearl,hisdreamsofthefutureinclude

buyingarifle,aweaponthatgivesamanpower.Moresignificantly,however,hedreamsofaneducationfor

hisson.IfCoyotitocouldread,“theboywouldknowwhatthingswereinthebooksandwhatthingswere

not.”Kinounderstandsthatrealpowerliesinknowledge:“Mysonwillreadandopenthebooks,andmyson

willwriteandknowwriting.Andmysonwillmakenumbers,andthesethingswillmakeusfreebecausehe

willknow—hewillknowandthroughhim wewillknow.”ThepearlmeansmorethanwealthtoKino;itoffers

anendtobeingtrappedbyignorance.“Thisisouronechance,”hetellsJuana.“Oursonmustgotoschool.

Hemustbreakoutofthepotthatholdsusin.”Indefyingthepearlbuyersandchallengingthesystem they

represent,KinoinitiatesapowerstrugglethatultimatelyendsinCoyotito’sdeath.

PriceofWisdom

JuanaunderstandsfarsoonerthanKinothedangerinpossessingthepearl.“Itwilldestroyusall,”shecries

outtohim.“Evenourson.”AfterKinoandJuana’swayoflifehasbeenobliterated—theirhouseburnedand

Kino’scanoesmashed—JuanTomásattemptstosavethem from furtherdestruction.“Thereisadevilinthis

pearl,”hetellsKino.“Youshouldhavesolditandpassedonthedevil.Perhapsyoucanstillsellitandbuy

peaceforyourself.”Kinorefuses,clingingtothepearlalthoughheperceivesitdifferently:“Ihaveit…AndI

willkeepit…nowitismymisfortuneandmylifeandIwillkeepit.”WhenKinoiscaughtupindreamsofthe

future,hebeatsJuanaforattemptingtothrowthepearlintotheGulf;attheconclusionofthestory,itisKino

whoreturnsthepearltothesea.Juanastandsbesidehim,thebloodiedbodyoftheirdeadsonwrappedin

hershawl—aterriblepricetopayforKino’sacquiringwisdom.

What,however,isthewisdom ofThePearl,ifindeeditisaparable?Thequestionremainsunansweredinthe

story,butapassagefrom thetextsuggestsaninterpretation:

ThelessoninherentinKino’spossessing“thePearloftheWorld”maybefoundinthischaracteristicof

humannature:thedesireformore.Oneofman’s“greatesttalents,”thestorysuggests,isalsoacursethat

createsdissatisfactionanddestroyscontentment.

Beforefindingthepearl,Kinolivesapeacefulandsecureexistence,inharmonywiththenaturalworld;he

findshappinessandfulfillmentinthesimpleroutinesofhislife—wakingupbesideJuana,listeningto“the

littlesplashofmorningwavesonthebeach,”watchingCoyotitosleepinhiscradle,andstandingonthe

beachbeforedawntowatchthesunriseoutoftheGulf.ThemorningbeforeKinofindsthepearlis“a

morninglikeothermorningsandyetperfectamongmornings.”Heliveswithin“theSongoftheFamily”;it

risessometimes“toanachingchordthatcaughtthethroat,sayingthisissafety,thisiswarmth,thisisthe

Whole.”

Whenthepearlcomesintohispossession,Kinoforfeitshisoldlifefornewdreams;hegainsnothingand

losesalmosteverythingofrealvalue.WhenheandJuanareturntotheirvillagewithCoyotito’sbody,they

havebeentransformedbygriefandseem “removedfrom humanexperience.”Thepearl,onceluminousand
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enchanting,nowseemsuglyandgraytoKino,“likeamalignantgrowth.”Standingatthewater’sedge,he

flingsitintothesea“withallhismight.”ReadersfindmanymeaningsinThePearl,asSteinbeckintended,

buttheprimarytruthofthestoryseemstobeawarningasmuchasalesson—tobeawareofthehuman

drivetowantmorethanwehaveandtoappreciateandprotectwhatistrulyvaluableinourlivesbeforeitis

lost.

Goodvs.Evil

TheplotofThePearlisdrivenbyaconstantstrugglebetweenthemorallyoppositeforcesofgoodandevil.

EvilinThePearlcanappearinbothman(thedoctor)andnature(thescorpion);bothevilman(thedoctor)

andgoodman(Kino);bothuglyshape(thescorpion)andbeautifulshape(thepearl).Whilethescorpion’s

eviltakestheform oflethalpoison,man’sevilthroughoutthenoveltakestheform ofoverridinggreed.The

doctor,forinstance,isevilbecauseheactsupongreedoverhumancareandprofessionalresponsibility.

Similarly,theneighborsareevilwhentheyactupongreedoverneighborlyrespect,andKinoisevilwhenhe

actsupongreedoverloveforhiswife.

Evilinthenovelisanomnipotent,destructiveforce.Onemusteitherbearit(asinthecaseofthescorpion)

oravoidit(asinthecaseofthepearl),becausetocombatitonlybreedsmoreevil.WhenKinotriestofight

offthethievesandprotectthepearl,forinstance,heendsupcommittingactsofevilhimself,onboththe

thievesandhiswife.Kinodoesdestroytheevil-bearersthatacttoharm hisfamily—hesquashesthe

scorpion,killsthetrackers,throwsthepearlintotheocean—butheonlysucceedsindoingsoaftertheevil

hasrunitscourseandthepoisonhasalreadyseepedin.

Race,Tradition,andOppression

KinoandJuana’sracialheritagebothprovidesthem withthegroundingforceofritualandtraditionand

deprivesthem ofpowerunderthereignofEuropeancolonizers.Theycontinuetosingthesongstheyhave

inheritedfrom theirancestors,buttheyalsocontinuetobeoppressedastheirancestorswere,bywhite

peoplelikethedoctorandbypeoplewitheconomicinfluencelikethepearl-dealers.Theiroppressionis

broughtincreasinglytolightthroughoutThePearl,asKinoattemptstocooperatewiththepeoplewhohave

thepower(themoney,theexpertise)tohelphissonrecover,butaretheverysamepeoplethattraditionally

oppresspeopleofKino’srace.

Intheend,dealingintheworldofWhitewealthandmedicineleavesKinoandJuanainaworsecondition

thantheysetoutin:theyendupwithoutason,home,orcanoe.Bythrowingthepearlbackintotheocean,it

seems,Kinoisattemptingtofreehimselfofthecolonizers’influenceandescapetheirsystem ofevaluation,

toreturntohisownsetoftraditionsandvalues.Asreaders,wemightalsotakeastepbackandwonder

whetherSteinbeckmighthimselfbeguiltyofthekindofracialdiscriminationthatKinoattributestothe

colonizers,inconsistentlydescribinghim withanimalisticcharacteristicsandbymakinggeneralizations

about“hispeople.”

ValueandWealth

ThevalueandevaluationofmaterialentitiesisacentralthemeinThePearl.Thevalueofthepearl,for
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example,requiresreassessmentthroughoutthenovel:atthemomentofitsdiscovery,itseemstobeworth

Coyotito’slife.Thatthepearl-dealersthensounderestimatethepriceofthepearlrevealshowdistantthe

monetaryworthofsomethingcanbefrom itsperceivedvalue,andhowmuchvalueisdeterminedbythosein

power.Moreover,thedeterminationofthepearl’svaluehaslittletodowithanythinginherenttotheobject

itself.Asthenarratordescribes,apearlformsbyanatural“accident”:“agrainofsandcouldlieinthefoldsof

muscleandirritatethefleshuntilinself-protectionthefleshcoatedthegrainwithalayerofsmoothcement.”

Kino’scanoe,ontheotherhand,isdescribedasthe“onethingofvalueheownedintheworld.”Kinoprizes

hiscanoenotasapossessionbutasa“sourceoffood,”atoolthatallowshim tofishanddiveforpearls.It

seems,therefore,thatKinovaluesthingsthatcanhelphim providehim forhisfamily.Unlikethepearl,whose

solefunctionistobepossessedandlookedatandwhosevalueisassigned(arbitrarily)bypeopleinpower,

thecanoeisvaluablebecauseofitsfunctionalityandtradition,anditsassociationwiththedignityofwork.

ThePearlrevealstheslipperinessofvalueandevaluation:often,valueisassessedbythosewhoarealready

wealthyandpowerful.Whatisvaluabletooneman(thecanoetoKino)maynotseem valuabletoanother.

Moreover,wealthinthenovelis,infact,notasourceofwellbeing,butofbadfortuneormaliciousgreed.In

theend,whatremainsofvaluetoKinoandJuanaisimmaterialandhasnoprice:loveandthefamily.
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CHARACTERSANDCHRACTERISATION

MajorCharacters

Kino

Kino,ThePearl’sprotagonist,isanextremelysimplecharacter,motivatedbybasicdrives:hisloveforhis

family,loyaltytothetraditionsofhisvillageandhispeople,andfrustrationathispeople’soppressionatthe

handsoftheirEuropeancolonizers.Kinoalsopossessesaquickmindandastrongworkethic,andhefeels

aclose,purekinshipwiththenaturalworld,thesourceofhislivelihood.

Atthebeginningofthenovella,Kinoisessentiallycontentwithhislife.However,twoseeminglychance

occurrences—Coyotito’sscorpionstingandKino’sdiscoveryofthepearl—openKino’seyestoalargerworld.

AsKinobeginstocovetmaterialwealthandeducationforhisson,hissimpleexistencebecomes

increasinglycomplicatedbygreed,conflict,andviolence.ThebasictrajectoryofKino’scharacterisagradual

declinefrom astateofinnocencetoastateofcorruptionanddisillusionment.Theforcespropellingthis

declineareambitionandgreed.Attheendofthenovella,Kino’stranquilrelationshipwithnaturehasbeen

pervertedandreversed,achangesignifiedbythefactthatKinofindsthesoundsoftheanimalsatnight

threateningratherthanreassuring.

BecauseThePearlisaparable,Kino’scharactercanbeinterpretedinmanyways.Itcanbeseenasacritique

ofcolonialpolitics,anexplorationofhowgoodmotivescanbringapersontoabadend,orevenanattackon

theideaoftheAmericandream.Butonthemostbasiclevel,Kinorepresentsthedangersofambitionand

greed.Kino’sruin,causedbyhislustforthepearl,illustratestheextenttowhichambitionandgreedpoison

andjeopardizeeveryaspectofahuman’sfamilial,cultural,andpersonalwell-being.

Juana

Kino’swife,Juana,ismorereflectiveandmorepracticalthanKino.ShepraysfordivineaidwhenCoyotito’s

woundleavesKinoimpotentwithrage,andshealsohasthepresenceofmindtosalvethewoundwitha

seaweedpoultice.Juanaisloyalandsubmissive,obeyingherhusbandasherculturedictates,butshedoes

notalwaysagreewithhisactions.LikeKino,Juanaisatfirstseducedbythegreedthepearlawakens,but

sheismuchquickerthanKinotorecognizethepearlasapotentialthreat.Infact,Juanacomestoviewthe

pearlasasymbolofevil.

Asthenovellaprogresses,Juanabecomescertainthatthelimitations,rules,andcustomsofhersociety

mustbeupheld.WhereasKinoseekstotransform hisexistence,Juanabelievesthattheirliveswillbebetter

iftheykeepthingsastheyare.Kinocanseeonlywhattheyhavetogainfrom thepearl,butJuanacansee

alsowhattheystandtolose,andshewiselypreferstoprotectwhatshehasratherthansacrificeitallfora

dream.Juanathusservesanimportantfunctioninthenovella—shecounterbalancesKino’senthusiasm and

remindsthereaderthatKino’sdesiretomakemoneyisdangerous.Juanaalsosymbolizesthefamily’s
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domestichappiness;thesceneinwhichKinobeatsherfortryingtocastoffthepearlthusrepresentsKino’s

tragicbreakfrom thefamilyhelongstosupport.

Coyotito

CoyotitoisKinoandJuana'sfirst-bornchildwhoisstungbyascorpionandneedsmedicaltreatment.

Unfortunately,thelocaldoctorwillnottreatthebabybecauseKinohasnomoney.Whenthedoctorhears

aboutKino'spearl,hecomestotreatCoyotito.Kinoexpectsthatthepearlwillpurchasegreatthingsforhis

family,thegreatestbeinganeducationforhissonsothattheycannotbecheatedbythemerchantsandthe

otherupperclasscitizensofLaPazwhohavetakenadvantageofKino'speopleforfourhundredyears.But

thatgreatdream isdestroyedwhenCoyotitoiskilledbyagunshotwhileKinoiskillingthetrackerswhoare

followingthem.Kinokilledthem toprotecthisfamilyandthepearlandthedream ofthefuturethatthepearl

provided,buthisdream andhisfamilyaredestroyedwhenCoyotitodies.KinoandJuanareturntoLaPaz

withCoyotito'ssmallbodyandthrowthepearlintothesea.

MinorCharacters

JuanTomas

JuanTomasisKino'solderbrother.JuangivesKinoadviceaboutsellingthepearl.HewalksbesideKino

whentheytraveltothepearlbuyers.Later,hewarnshisbrotherthatbyrefusingtosellhispearltothebuyers,

Kinoisdefyingtheirwayoflifeandputtinghisfamilyindanger.WhenKinoseeksrefugewithJuanTomas,

heisgrantedit.JuangatherssuppliesthatKinoandJuanawillneedontheirjourneyandprotectshis

brother'sfamilyuntiltheydepart.

Deeplyloyaltohisfamily,JuanTomássupportsKinoinallofhisendeavorsbutwarnshim ofthedangers

involvedinpossessingsuchavaluablepearl.HeissympathetictoKinoandJuana,however,puttingthem up

whentheyneedtohideandtellingnooneoftheirwhereabouts.

Apolonia

ApoloniaisJuanTomas'wife.ShefollowsherhusbandasheescortsKinointotowntosellthepearl,and

sheraisesaformalmourningwhenKino'shutburnsandnosignofthem isfound.

Likeherhusband,ApoloniaissympathetictoKinoandJuana’splight,andsheagreestogivethem shelterin

theirtimeofneed.

Doctor

ThedoctoriswealthierthanthepeasantsofLaPaz,andhescoffsatnatives,likeKinoandJuana,whoseek

histreatmentwithoutmoney.WhenKinoandJuanabroughtCoyotitotothedoctortohealthescorpionsting,

herefusedthem.Later,whenheheardthatKinohadfoundthePearloftheWorld,hecametotheirhutto

treatthebaby.HepretendednottoknowthatKinohadfoundagreatpearl,sothatwhenKinotalkedaboutit,

hecouldwatchtoseeifhiseyeswenttothespotwhereitwasburiedinthehut.Sureenough,Kinogaveits

locationawayandthatnightsomeonecametohishuttodigoutthepearl,butKinohadsincemovedit.Kino
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stabbedattheintruder,butdidnotmakeafatalswingandtheintruder(possiblythedoctor)hithim inthe

headandthenescaped.

Thoughhedoesnotfigurelargelyinthenovella’splot,thedoctorisanimportantcharacterinThePearl

becauseherepresentsthecolonialattitudesthatoppressKino’speople.Thedoctorsymbolizesand

embodiesthecolonists’arrogance,greed,andcondescensiontowardthenatives,whom thecolonistsdonot

eventrytounderstand.Liketheothercolonists,thedoctorhasnointerestinKino’speople.Hehascome

onlytomakemoney,andhisgreeddistortshishumanvalues.Asaphysician,thedoctorisduty-boundtoact

tosavehumanlife,butwhenconfrontedwithsomeonewhom heconsidersbeneathhim,thedoctorfeelsno

suchduty.HiscallousrefusaltotreatCoyotitoforthescorpionstingbecauseKinolacksthemoneytopay

him thusdemonstratesthehumancostofpoliticalconquestrootedinthedesireforfinancialprofit.Ashis

interiormonologueinChapter1shows,thedoctorisobsessedwithEuropeansociety,andEuropeancultural

valuesgriphismindsodeeplythathedoesn’tevenrealizehowignorantheisofKinoandKino’speople.

Trackers

TwotrackersandamanwithariflefollowedKinoandJuanaoutofLaPaz.Kinosawthem comingwhile

Juanahidinthewoods.WhenKinorealizedthattheyweretrackinghim,heandJuanahurrieduptothe

smoothrocksofthemountainssothattheywouldbehardertofollow.Whennightfell,thetrackerswerejust

belowthecaveinwhichKino,Juana,andCoyotitowerehiding.Kinosneakeddownthesheerfaceofthe

mountainandintotheircampandkilledthem all.Inthechaos,Coyotitowasshotandkilled.

ThegroupofviolentandcorruptmenthatfollowsKinoandJuanawhentheyleavethevillage,hopingto

waylayKinoandstealhispearl.

ThePriest

Thepriestwasthelocalreligiousauthority,andwhenhelearnedofKino'spearl,hehopedthathecould

convinceKinotousehiswealthforthegoodofthechurch.HemadeavisittoKino'shutthatnighttotalkto

KinoabouthisdutytogivepartofhiswealthtoGod,whohadultimatelycreatedthepearl.

Thelocalvillagepriestostensiblyrepresentsmoralvirtueandgoodness,butheisjustasinterestedin

exploitingKino’swealthaseveryoneelse,hopingthathecanfindawaytopersuadeKinotogivehim some

ofthemoneyhewillmakefrom thepearl.

TheBuyers

Thepearlbuyersofthetownactedasiftheyworkedforthemselves,buttheywereactuallyallcontrolledby

oneman.ThepretenseofcompetitionamongthepearlbuyersmadeiteasiertocheattheIndiansoutof

theirpearls.Byputtingonashowofcompetingoverthebestprice,themaninchargeandthebuyerswere

adeptatrippingoffthenatives.WhentheytoldKinothathisgreatpearlwasworthonlyathousandpesos,he

gotangryandlefttotakethepearltothecapital.Thatnight,Kino'sfamilywasattackedintheirhome,andhe

believedthatthebuyerswereresponsibleforit.
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LANGUAGEANDSTYLE–Stylisticdevices

Simile

“Andthemusicofthepearlroselikeachorusoftrumpetsinhisears.”

"Itwasaslargeasasea-gull'segg."Page26.ThisishowbigthepearlwaswhenKinoopenedit.Hesaysis

wasaverylargepearl

Metaphor

“Itswarm lucencepromisedapoulticeagainstillnessandawallagainstinsult.”

"Hewasananimalnow,forhiding,forattacking,andhelivedonlytopreservehimselfandhisfamily."Page

69.ThisquoteisametaphorbecauseitiscomparingKinotoananimalwhoprotectshisfamily.

Symbol

Anobjectorobjectsthatrepresentanentiresystem ofideas.

ThescorpionsymbolizesevilbecauseCoyotitowasstunginChapter1andscorpionsaregenerallythought

ofasevil.ThisstartsdestructioninthefamilywhichledstoKino'saccidents.

Foreshadowing

Toshoworindicatebeforehand

“…andhismindcouldhardlymaketheleap-–arifle–butwhynot,sincehewassorich.AndKinosawKinoin

thepearl,KinoholdingaWinchestercarbine…’Arife,”hesaid.‘Perhapsarife.’

Personification

Givinghumancharacteristicsorfeelingstononhumancreatures,inanimateobjects,orabstractideas.

“…thenervesofthetownwerepulsingandvibratingwiththenews.”

Page27Thisquoteispersonificationbecauseitsaysthatthetownwaspulsingandvibratingbuttownscant

dothat.Theauthorwasgivingthetownahumancharcteristic.

Exercise

DeviceDefinition

Alliteration
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Therepetitionofaconsonantsoundatthebeginningoftwoormorewordsinasentence,usuallysequential

HyperboleExtremeexaggeration

Imagery

Descriptionswithahealyemphasisononeormoreofthefivesenses:seeing,hearing,smelling,tasting,

touching

Metaphor

Acomparisonoftwounlikethingswithouttheuseof"like"or"as"

Onomatopoeia

Awordformedfrom thesoundassociatedwithit,(i.e.buzz,ding)

Personification

Whenanonhumanobjectisgivenhumancharacteristics

Simile

Acomparisonoftwounlikethingsusingthewords"like"or"as"

SituationalIrony

Whenasituationoccursthatistheoppositeofwhatonewouldhaveexpectedtohappen

Symbolism

Anobjectusedtorepresentanidea,meaning,orideal

Usingtheinformationabove,identifywhichdeviceisusedineachlineoftextbelow.Writethebestanswer

onthelinebeforeeachnumber.Portionsofsomesentenceshavebeenunderlinedtoassistyou.

1.“Inthecanoeshewaslikeastrongman"

2."...andthecanoecreasedthewaterandhissedwithspeed"

3."...andthebeggarssetJuanaandKinodownaspovertvpeople..."

4."...thedayhaddrawnonlyapalewashoflightinthelowerskytotheeast''.

5."Juanawenttothefirepitanduncoveredacoalandfanneditalive"

6."Athin,timiddogcamecloseand,atasoftwordfrom Kino,curledup,arrangeditstailneatlyoveritsfeet,

andlaiditschindelicatelyonthepile.Itwasablackdogwithyellow-goldspotswhereitseyebrowsshould

havebeen"
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7."Theprocessioncrossedthe

blindingplaza..."

8.“Theglaringsunthrewthebunchedshadowsofthepeopleblacklyonthewhitewall"

9."Hekickedhisfootfreefrom therockloop..."

10."Thefluteswereshiningblacktobrown,andonlyafewsmallbarnaclesadheredtotheshell".
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GENERALESSAYQUESTIONSANDSAMPLEESSAYSWITHANSWERS

1.InwhatwaysdoesKinodefythepatternsoflifeinthetownandhowdoesthischangehim

Kinobeginsthenovelpoorandunabletothinkbeyondtheconfinesofhisnativefishingvillage.After

discoveringofthepearl,however,Kinobeginstodream ofpossibilitiesforhisfamily,mostnotablyan

educationforhisson,thatwerepreviouslyunthinkable.Heseesthesedreamsmaterializewhenhelooks

intothepearl'ssurface.Becausehecannotsimplyignorethesedreamsheembarksuponacourseofaction

whicheventuallymakeshim afugitivefrom hisownvillageandakillerofmenseveraltimesover.Thepeople

ofthetowndidnottrusttheireyesduetotheeffectsoftheGulfmist,yetKinobelievesthethingshefirst

seesinthepearlandisdeceived.Theimageofhissonreceivinganeducationisreplacedbyanimageofthe

boy'sdeadbody;similarly,theimageofKinoandJuanabeingmarriedinthechurchisreplacedbyanimage

ofherbruisedandswollenfaceafterhehasbeatenher.Whenhereturnstothevillage,defeatedbythedeath

ofhisson,hefirstoffersJuanathechancetothrowthepearlintothesea.Thisindicatesthathehaslearned

toappreciateherjudgementandis,inasense,yieldingtoher.Thatsheinsiststhathebetheonetothrow

thepearlintotheseaindicatesthatsheremainsfaithfultotheirpreviouswayoflifeand,asshehasalways

done,seekstopreserveit.

2.ThroughoutthestoryKinoandJuanaareattunedtoancientsongsthatwarnthem ofevilornurturetheir

senseoffamily.Inwhatwaydothesesongsserveasrhetoricaldevicestofurthertheparable?

TheuseofthesongsallowsSteinbecktoemphasizeKinoandJuana'sessentialinnocenceandconnection

withthenaturalworldandalsoallowstheauthortosharplydelineatebetweenthosethingsinthestorywhich

aretobereadas"evil"andthosethatareunderstoodtobe"good".Thus,thePriestisaccompaniedbythe

songofevilandthereaderknows,withoutbeingtoldinsomanywords,nottotakehisstatementsatface

value.ThestonethatJuanausestogrindthecorn,althoughafacetofherfamily'spoverty,isaccompanied

bythesongofthefamilyandthereaderisledtoinferthatinthesesimplethingsdoesthestrengthof

goodnessresideforKinoandhispeople.

3.ThenarratorsaysthattoJuanamenwere"half-godsandhalfinsane"andthatshebelievedwomen

capableofsavingmenattimesthroughthewoman'snaturalqualitiesof"reason,cautionandsenseof

preservation."Howarethesegenderrolesvitaltothestory?

Kinobelieveshecancapitalizeonthewealthofthepearlbecauseasamaninhisnativesocietyhehas

alwaysbeenthedecision-makerandsourceofphysicalstrengththathasprovidedforitssurvival.Thoughhe

isinitiallyfrightenedtogotothecityhedecidesthathemustmakethejourneyinorderthathisfamilywill

notmerelysurvivebutprosper.JuanaknowsthatbecauseKinoisamanhewill"drivehisstrengthagainsta

mountain"but"inherwoman'ssoul"sheknowsthat"themountainwouldstandwhilethemanbroke

himself."ForthisreasonsheattemptstodissuadeKino.Inorderforherwayoflifetocontinue,however,she
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mustyieldtohisdecisionsuntilhecanunderstandthepearl'sevilhimself.

4.Whatcharactersinthenovelareportrayedasovertlygoodorevil?Whatcharactersareportrayedas

ambiguous?

OfallthecharactersinthenovelthatoftheDoctorisrenderedmoststarklyevilandthatofJuanais

renderedmoststeadfastlygood.ThesceneinwhichtheDoctordupesJuanabysimplyre-poisoningCoyotito

andthenpretendstocurehim makestheDoctorseem allthemoreduplicitousandsheallthemoreinnocent.

Ambiguouscharactersincludethepearlbuyerswho,thoughtheyseektopurchasethepearlsatthelowest

price,aresimplyactinginaccordancewiththedictatesoftheirprofessionandthetrackerswhodoggedly

pursueKinoandhisfamilyintothewildernesswho,likethepearlbuyersarenotinherentlygoodorbadbut

merelyperformingtheirdutytothebestoftheirability.

5.InwhatwaysisThePearlapoliticalnovel?

ThePearlisthestoryofapoorindianwhosepeoplehavebeensubjugatedforoverfourhundredyears.While

thedescendentsoftheEuropeansliveinstonehouses,surroundedbywalls,Kinoandhispeopleliveingrass

shackswithearthfloors.Kino'sstruggletobetterthelotofhisfamilyandhiseventualfailurecanbereadas

acondemnationoftheeconomicsystem whichpreventsKinofrom realizingthevalueofthegreatpearl.

Significantly,Kino'smostcherisheddream isthathissonmightreceiveaneducationandfreehispeople

from thecycleofpovertyandignorance.Coyotito'sdeath,however,destroysKino'sfamilyandservesasa

painfulreminderthattheinjustices,whichhispeoplehavealwayssuffered,willnotbeoverturnedbythe

actionsofanindividual.ThehorrorofKino'sfailureremindsthereaderoftheneedforreform andaidin

societieswheresuchactioncannotbesuccessfullyimplementedbythedispossessed.

6.

Discussthevariousanimalimagerythatfunctionsthroughoutthenovel:theants,thescorpion,thehissing

snakes,theschoolsoffish,theoysters,thedogs,andthepearlbuyersasoctopuses,etc.

7.

DescribeindetailKinoandJuana'ssimplelifebeforeandafterthediscoveryofthepearl.

8.

HowdoesSteinbeckcharacterizethedoctor?Howdoesheletthereaderknowthatthewhitepowderwhich

thedoctoradministerstoCoyotitoisactuallyapoisonwhichwouldkillthebabyifthedoctordidnotreturn?

9.

Howdoesthepriestfunctionasatravestyofreligion?

10.

Whyarethepearlbuyersreferredtoas"fatherly"and"benevolent"?Howdoesthiscontradicttheirreal
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purposes?Aretheyalsovictimized?

11.

Whyarethe"darkones"andthetrackersneveridentified?WhatisgainedbySteinbeck'snotidentifyingthem?

12.

Asymbolcanchangeitsmeaningduringthecourseofanovel.Howdoesthepearlchangeitsmeaning

duringthecourseofthisnovel?

13.

Kinobelievesthatitwouldbebettertokillapersonthantokillacanoebecauseacanoehasnorelativesto

revengeit.Whattypesofvaluesareoperativeinsuchastatement?

14.

KinoandJuanafunctionmoreorlessonaprimitivelevelintheirlivesandintheirreligion,yettheybothwant

achurchweddingandachristeningforCoyotito.Howarethesevaluesconsistentwiththeirlives?Howare

theycontradictory?

15.

WhatisthefunctionofthemanysongsthatKinohearsduringthecourseofthenovel?
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ThePearlbyJohnSteinbeckNotes–

ThePearl isa novella byAmericanauthor JohnSteinbeck,firstpublishedin1947.Itisthestoryof
a pearldiver,Kino,andexploresman’snatureaswellasgreed,defianceofsocietalnorms,andevil.
Steinbeck’sinspirationwasaMexicanfolktalefrom LaPaz,BajaCaliforniaSur,Mexico,whichhe
hadheardinavisittotheformerlypearl-richregionin1940. In1947,itwasadaptedintoaMexican
film named Laperla andin1987intoacult Kannadamovie OnduMuttinaKathe.Thestoryisoneof
Steinbeck’smostpopularbooksandhasbeenwidelyusedinhighschoolclasses. ThePearl is
sometimesconsidereda parable.

 Summary
 Setting
 Themes
 Characters

Summary/Synopsis

ThePearl,whichtakesplaceinLaPaz,Mexico,beginswithadescriptionoftheseeminglyidyllic
familylifeofKino,hiswifeJuanaandtheirinfantson,Coyotito.KinowatchesasCoyotitosleeps,
butseesascorpioncrawldowntheropethatholdsthehangingboxwhereCoyotitolies.Kino
attemptstocatchthescorpion,butCoyotitobumpstheropeandthescorpionfallsonhim.
AlthoughKinokillsthescorpion,itstillstingsCoyotito.JuanaandKino,accompaniedbytheir
neighbors,gotoseethelocaldoctor,whorefusestotreatCoyotitobecauseKinocannotpay.

KinoandJuanaleavethedoctorsandtakeCoyotitodownnearthesea,whereJuanausesa
seaweedpoulticeonCoyotito’sshoulder,whichisnowswollen.Kinodivesforoystersfrom his
canoe,attemptingtofindpearls.Hefindsaverylargeoysterwhich,whenKinoopensit,yieldsan
immensepearl,whichKinothereforedubs“ThePearloftheWorld”.Kinoputsbackhisheadand
howls,causingtheotherpearldiverstolookupandracetowardKino’scanoe.

ThenewsthatKinohasfoundanimmensepearltravelsfastthroughLaPaz.Thedoctorwho
refusedtotreatCoyotitodecidestovisitKino.Kino’sneighborsbegintofeelbittertowardhim for
hisgoodfortune,butneitherKinonorJuanarealizethisfeelingthattheyhaveengendered.Juan
Tomas,thebrotherofKino,askshim whathewilldowithhismoney,andheenvisionsgetting
marriedtoJuanainachurchanddressingCoyotitoinayachtingcapandsailorsuit.Heclaimsthat
hewillsendCoyotitotoschoolandbuyarifleforhimself.ThelocalpriestvisitsandtellsKinoto
remembertogivethanksandtoprayforguidance.Thedoctoralsovisits,andalthoughCoyotito
seemstobehealing,thedoctorinsiststhatCoyotitostillfacesdangerandtreatshim.Kinotellsthe
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doctorthathewillpayhim oncehesellshispearl,andthedoctorattemptstodiscernwherethe
pearlislocated(Kinohasburieditinthecornerofhishut).Thatnight,athiefattemptstobreakinto
Kino’shut,butKinodriveshim away.JuanatellsKinothatthepearlwilldestroythem,butKino
insiststhatthepearlistheironechanceandthattomorrowtheywillsellit.

Kino’sneighborswonderwhattheywoulddoiftheyhadfoundthepearl,andsuggestgivingitasa
presenttothePope,buyingmassesforthesoulsofhisfamily,anddistributingitamongthepoorof
LaPaz.Kinogoestosellhispearl,accompaniedbyhisneighbors,butthepearldealeronlyoffersa
thousandpesoswhenKinobelievesthathedeservesfiftythousand.Althoughotherdealersinspect
thepearlandgivesimilarprices,Kinorefusestheirofferanddecidestogotothecapitaltosellit
there.Thatnight,Kinoisattackedbymorethieves,andJuanaonceagainremindsKinothatthe
pearlisevil.However,Kinovowsthathewillnotbecheated,forheisaman.

Laterthatnight,Juanaattemptstotakethepearlandthrowitintotheocean,butKinofindsherand
beatsherfordoingso.Whileoutside,agroupofmenaccostKinoandknockthepearlfrom his
hand.Juanawatchesfrom adistance,andseesKinoapproachher,limpingwithanotherman
whosethroatKinohasslit.Juanafindsthepearl,andtheydecidethattheymustgoawayevenifthe
murderwasinself-defense.Kinofindsthathiscanoehasbeendamagedandtheirhousewastorn
upandtheoutsidesetafire.KinoandJuanastaywithJuanTomasandhiswife,Apolonia,where
theyhideforthenextdaybeforesettingoutforthecapitalthatnight.

KinoandJuanatravelthatnight,andrestduringtheday.WhenKinobelievesthatheisbeing
followed,thetwohideandKinoseesseveralbighornsheeptrackerswhopassbyhim.Kinoand
Juanaescapeintothemountains,whereJuanaandCoyotitohideinthecavewhileKino,takinghis
clothesoffsothatnoonewillseehiswhiteclothing.Thetrackersthinkthattheyhearsomething
whentheyhearCoyotitocrying,butdecidethatitismerelyacoyotepup.Afteratrackershootsin
thedirectionofthecries,Kinoattacksthethreetrackers,killingallthreeofthem.Kinocanhear
nothingbutthecryofdeath,forhesoonrealizesthatCoyotitoisdeadfrom thatfirstshot.Juana
andKinoreturntoLaPaz.Kinocarriesariflestolenfrom theoneofthetrackershekilled,while
JuanacarriesthedeadCoyotito.Thetwoapproachthegulf,andKino,whonowseestheimageof
Coyotitowithhisheadblownoffinthepearl,throwsitintotheocean.

Setting

Steinbeckbeganwritingthestoryasamoviescript[3] in1944,andfirstpublisheditasashortstory
called“ThePearloftheWorld”in Woman’sHomeCompanioninDecember1945. Theoriginal
publicationisalsosometimeslistedas“ThePearlofLaPaz”. Heexpandedittonovellalengthand
publisheditunderthename ThePearl by VikingPress in1947. Ashewaswritingthenovella
version,hewasfrequentlytravellingtoMexicowherethe film version, co-writtenwith Jack
Wagner, wasbeingfilmed.Thefilm wasalsoreleasedby RKO in1947asaco-promotionwiththe
book.

ThePearl waslooselyadaptedin2001forafilm directedby AlfredoZacharias andstarring Lukas
Haas and RichardHarris whichwasreleaseddirectlytovideoin2005.



isabokemicah@gmail.com

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,College,HighSchool,PrimaryNotes&RevisionBooklets 0714497530 25

Themes

Family–Throughoutthenovel,theplotisfocusedonhowthefamilylivesbeforeandafterthepearl.
Itisconstantlythefocusoftheplotandmanyofthedecisionsarebasedonwhatwouldbebestfor
thefamily.Forexample,thefirstthingthatKinodesirestodowiththemoneyfrom thepearlwasto
givehiswifeandCoyotitoabetterlife. ThismoneywouldpayforCoyotito’seducation,better
clothesandbetterprotection.Later,Kinoalsodemonstrateddevotiontohisfamilybynotsellingto
thepearldealer.Thesecondbuyerwastryingtogetthepearlforlessthanitwasworth,butKino,
withhisfamilyinmind,declinedtosearchforabetterdeal.Healwayshashisfamilyinmind,
whetheritleadstowarmthandhappinessordestruction.ItwasthereasonfortheKinogettingthe
pearland,eventually,him throwingitbackintotheoceananditwasamainthemeofthenovel.

Paradoxes–ThethemeofparadoxesisdisplayedthroughKino’sdesires.OnceKinodiscoversthe
pearl,hebeginstodream aboutwhatcouldcomefrom thisfortunebutashetriestocarryoutthis
plan,thegoodwealthalsobringsdestruction.ThoughKinodesiresgoodforhisfamily,thereisa
paradoxofanevilrealitythathedoesnotwant.Kinotriesto“avoidlife’sinevitable
tension” betweenthesetwobuthefindsthathecannotseparatethegoodandtheevil.

Characters

Kino isthemaincharacterthatdevelopsthroughoutthenovel.Hebeginsasasimplemanthathas
awife,Juana,andason,Coyotito.Heiscontentwithhislife-styleasadiver,thoughheisnot
wealthy,untilhediscoversthepearl.Afterdiscoveringthepearl,Kinograduallychangestobecome
acompletelydifferentman.Thoughfamilyisstillthecenterofhisactions,heisalsodrivenbygreed.
Heisnolongercontentwithhissonnotbeingeducated,orhisfamilynotbeingwell-dressed.
Quickly,hebecomesobsessedwithmaterialthings,whichwastheoppositeofhislifebefore.
Insteadofenjoyinghisfamilyandtheircompany,ashedidinthebeginning,hebecomesdiscontent
andalwaysseeksmore.Heisnamedforthemissionary EusebioKino.

Juana isasecondarycharacterwhoisKino’swife.Sheisalovingwomanwhocaresforher
husbandandson.Throughouttheexperience,sheremainsloyaltoherfamilybutalsoperceivesthe
evilthatthepearlbrings.Forexample,onenight,sheattemptedtothrowthepearlbackintothe
oceantobringbackpeaceandhappinesstoherfamily,demonstratingherwisdom andloveforher
family.

 

Thedifferentfacesofthemaincharacterin‘ThePearl’by John
Steinbeck

InSummary

 ThebeginningofthenovelrevealsthefirsttypeofKino—kind,focusedandcaring.
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 Heisadreamerwhobelievesthatonedayhewillfishapearlthatwillchangehislife,a
dream supportedbyJuana,hiswife.

 TheauthoralsolimitsthesettingtotheGulfofCalifornia,inavillageandinatown.Inthe
town,peopleareindividualistic.

ByJANLYDIAWANJIRUMWANGIi

ThePearl byJohnSteinbeckrevealsKino,themaincharacter,asanativeAmericanlivinginavillage
nearLaPaz.

HiswifeisknownasJuanaandhehasanonlychild,Coyotito.

Thefirstchapterprovidesavividdescriptionofthiscommunity.Realisticfantasyisevidentin
Kino’slifeupondiscoveryofthegreatpearl.Itisawish-fulfilmentplotbecausethroughthepearl,
thereisapossibilitytofulfilhisdreams.Hisdreamsarethedreamsofthevillage.

ThebeginningofthenovelrevealsthefirsttypeofKino—kind,focusedandcaring.

Heisadreamerwhobelievesthatonedayhewillfishapearlthatwillchangehislife,adream
supportedbyJuana,hiswife.

TheauthoralsolimitsthesettingtotheGulfofCalifornia,inavillageandinatown.Inthetown,
peopleareindividualistic.

Therefore,whenthedoctorrejectsKino’spearlsaspaymenttotreatCoyotito,itisalsoarejection
ofthelowerclassinsociety.

Kino’sactionofhittingthegateatthedoctor’shouseforeshadowshisdeterminationtogetthrough
the‘gate’thatistheobstaclesthathavedeniedhissongoodtreatment.

Thebloodheshedssymbolisesthebloodtobeshedinhisfightforhisdream.

AnothertypeofKinofightstheclassandracewar.Upontherejectionbythedoctor,Kinoandhis
wifegopearlfishingandfind‘thegreatestpearloftheworld’(page37).

ThepearlsymbolicallymakesKinovisibletothehighclasspeopleoftown.

ThedoctorvisitsthevillagetoassistwithCoyotito’sillness,whilethepriesttriestoconvinceKino
totitheandhaveachurchwedding.

ToKino,illusionsmovefrom healingthechildtodreamsofabetterlife(page44-45).Thelast
dream istoacquirea‘rifle’tojustifyhismanhood.

Tohisneighboursinthevillage,the‘pearloftheworld’canturnintoacurseifKinoisnotableto
fulfilhisdreamsandifheleaveshisnativevillage.
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ThisviewisalsosupportedbyKino’swifeJuanaafteranattackbypeopleinterestedinstealingthe
pearl(page59,79).

TheauthoratthispointfocusesonKino’semotionsandhisweaknessinmakingtherightchoice
aboutthepearl.

AnothertypeofKinoisrevealedasonewhoisnotafraidtokilltoprotectthepearl.

Thesecondattacktheyencounterleadstoadeath.Thedeathbeginsthesymboliceliminationof
passiveelementsthatmayhinderhisdreams.

Kinoacquiresfearforhislifeandhisfamilyandoptstogonorthtofindabettervalueforthepearl.
Hisneighbours’predictionscometrueanddeathbecomesinevitable.Thepearl,ironically,becomes
theirmisfortuneandpartofKino’ssoul(p.g92).

Thesocial-economicenvironmentoftherichandthepooraffectsthejudgmentanddecisionabout
hisdestiny.Hisflighttothenorthdirectshim tohisfatewhilehisnaivetymakeshim notto
understandthatheiscontrolledbyforcesofhishistorythathecannotescapefrom.Ashefights
them,hissondiesandhisdreamscometoadisastrousend.Theyreturncarryingthe‘rifle’
(manhooddesiresfulfilled)andthebodyofCoyotito(page116).Heacceptshisoldselfbythrowing
backintotheseathegreatpearl.

Source:Nation, ThewriterteachesEnglishandliteratureatMwanawikioSecondarySchoolin
Gatanga,Murang’aCounty

ThePearl byJohnSteinbeck Setbook: Howgreedbringsoutthe
worstinus.

InSummary

 Itisimportanttomentionthatasthisisaparable,theinterpretationofThePearlcanshift
throughoutthetextandamongtheaudience.

 Thediscoveryofthepearl,atfirst,couldbetermedasacounterbalanceforCoyotito’s
scorpionsting;asnature’swayofcompensatingthefamilyforthelittleboy’smisfortune.

 Asmorepeoplegetintothepicture,theneighbourscallingit‘thePearloftheworld’andasit
almostfallsintothehandsofthieves,thepearlseemstoloseitsinitialgoodfortuneand
evenbecomesathreattotheirlives.

 Itlosesitsoriginalvalueasarepresentativeofhopetobeingamerematerialobjectthat
needstobesoldoffurgently.

ByVERAOMWOCHA

JohnSteinbeckstartsoff ThePearl bysettingthestageinthelittletownofLaPaz,ontheshoresof
theGulfofCalifornia.HetellsthestoryofKino,apoorfisherman;hiswifeJuana,andnewbornson,
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Coyotito.

Oneday,hediscoverssomethingofgreatvalue,‘thepearloftheworld’.Coyotitois,coincidentally,
stungbyascorpionandthetowndoctorrefusestotreathim.

Asnewsofthepearltravelsfastinthesmallvillage,mostpeoplebecomeexcitedathowtheycan
benefitfrom it.Themalicioustowndoctorsuddenly‘offers’totreatCoyotito,buthefirstmakesthe
boyill.Thetown’spearldealershatchaplottocheatKinobygreatlydevaluingthepriceofthepearl.
ThepriestappropriatelyremembersthatKinoandJuanadidnotgetmarriedinchurch,thatCoyotito
hasnotbeenbaptisedandthatthechurchneedsrepairs.Eventhebeggarshopetobenefitfrom the
proceedsofthepearl.

ToKino,thepearlrepresentsanewandbetterlifeforhisfamilyand,mostimportantly,education
forhisson,Coyotito.

Ignoringhiswife’smisgivingsonthedangerthepearlpresents,Kino,accompaniedbyhiswifeand
son, setsouttothecapitaltogetafairpriceforthepearl.Ontheway,theyareattackedbythree
men,allofwhom Kinokills.Coyotitoalsodiesinthecommotion.KinoandJuanareturntothe
village;defeatedbyfate.Theythrowthepearlintothesea.

Itisimportanttomentionthatasthisisaparable,theinterpretationofThePearlcanshift
throughoutthetextandamongtheaudience.Thediscoveryofthepearl,atfirst,couldbetermedas
acounterbalanceforCoyotito’sscorpionsting;asnature’swayofcompensatingthefamilyforthe
littleboy’smisfortune.Asmorepeoplegetintothepicture,theneighbourscallingit‘thePearlofthe
world’andasitalmostfallsintothehandsofthieves,thepearlseemstoloseitsinitialgoodfortune
andevenbecomesathreattotheirlives.Itlosesitsoriginalvalueasarepresentativeofhopeto
beingamerematerialobjectthatneedstobesoldoffurgently.

JustasthescorpionstingsCoyotito’sinnocence,sodoesthepearldrawoutinnocenceoutof
Kino’sheart;replacingitwithgreedandevil.

Likeallparables,Steinbeckaimsatwashinghisprotagonistinamorallesson,from whichtheycan
recovertheirhumanity.ThetaleendswithadisillusionedKinoflingingthepearlbackintothesea;
denouncingthewealththatwouldhavecomewithit;morelikefulfillingamoralobligation.

CHARACTERS

Kino,theprotagonistisasimplemanwithachievabledreams—abetterlifeforhisfamily,achurch
weddingandeducationforhisson,Coyotito.Allthesedreamsspurupwiththediscoveryofthe
pearl.Steinbeckpresentshim asacharacterwithadeepimaginationandwithatouchwithreality—
emanatingfrom thesongsinhishead.

ThetrajectoryinhislifeiscompoundedbythediscoveryofthegreatpearlandCoyotito’sscorpion
sting.Kinoretreatsintoamandrivenbythedesiretoguardhistreasureevenattheexpenseoflife.
Hekillstoprotecthispearl.Livesarelost,includinghisownson’s.Kino’sdesiresforabetterlife
dieswithCoyotito’sdeath.
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ThesimplemaninKinoisgraduallytransformedbygreedandwhenallcannothold,asenseof
disillusionmentsweepsoverhim,especiallyonlosingboththepearlandhisson.As
aforementioned,Kino’scharactercanalsoalludetomanythings—howgreedpollutesgoodmorals;
thatonecannotdictatefate;andthestruggletopreservegoodnessandpurity.

Juanaepitomisesapracticalwoman.Obedient,butonlyenoughtoallowforherownthoughts.Her
loyaltytoherhusbandisthreatenedbyaforeshadowthatthepearlisonlyarepresentativeofevil.
Shetriestoconvinceherhusbandtothrowthepearlintotheseaunsuccessfullyasthepearl’s
fortuneisalreadylaidoutinKino’smind.Initially,sheisalsoflatteredbythequalityandfortuneof
thepearlbutwhenfatesettlesin,shebecomesthesoundofreason.Predictably,shediscoversthat
theystandstolosemoreanddecidestobecontentwiththeirsimplelife.Regardless,shedoesnot
leaveherhusband’ssidewhenallherplanstodiscardthepearlfailandevenwhenhebeatsherup.
Intheend,whenhegivesherthepearltothrowintothesea,“…shelookedintoKino’seyesandsaid
softly,‘No,you.’”PerhapsJuanaisawarethatjustasKinobroughtmisfortuneintotheirlives
throughthepearl,onlyhehasthepowertocastitoffintothesea.

SELF-CENTRED

Thedoctorisaself-centred;coldindividual,puffedupwithasenseofculturalsuperiorityoverthe
townspeople.Heisawareofthepowerheholdstosaveordestroylives;andthishemanipulates
welltosuithisdesires.HerefusestotreatCoyotito’sscorpionstingbecauseKinocannotaffordit
butheisthefirsttocalculatedlymakeittoKino’shometo‘treat’Coyotitoassoonasnewsofthe
pearl’sdiscoveryreacheshim.

ThedoctorisarepresentativeoftheEuropeancolonisers,filledwitharroganceandclothedingreed.
Perhaps,itisthesamegreedthathaspermeatedintothemindsofKinoandhispeoplelikea
scorpion’svenom;corruptingthetown’spurityandinnocence.Thedoctoralsorepresentstheupper
class/theknowledgeableinsociety.Togetherwiththepearlbuyers,theyaretheinheritorsofthe
colonialevils—greedtoppingthelist.

Mostofthecharactersinthistextaremotivatedbyself-interest.Itissafetomentionthatalthough
Kinoisdrivenbygreed,heismoremotivatedbyhisfamily,especiallyCoyotitothanself—interest.

THEMES

Thetextseemstopointouttheundesirableportraitthatisgreed;thatitonlydestroysthatwhichit
comesintocontactwith.Thepearl,initiallymeanttobeasymbolofhope;quicklyturnsouttobea
symbolofself-destruction.NotonlyisKinoself-destroyed,butheleadstothedestructionofthe
veryfamilyheseekstoprotect;thedeathofCoyotito.

Inseekingabetterpriceforthepearl,Kino’sobjectivecanbesaidtobeeducationforhisson.
Arguably,itcanbesaidthatKino’s‘greed’canbesaidtounavoidable.Hedoesnotseekmorethan
thepearlcanfetch.Heisahumanbeingpresentedwithahugetemptationofmaterialwealthwhich
hecannotturndownandinsteadfightstoprotect.

Greedseemstobeimplantedinthepeople’sminds.Regardless,thatneedcompletelytransforms
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andbringsouttheworstinKino(asitdoeswiththedoctor,thepriest,thepearlbuyersandeven
Juanaatthebeginning). HekillsthosewhogetinhiswayandevenbeatsupJuanaforattempting
togetridofthepearl.

EmphasisoneducationiselucidatedbyKino’scraveforCoyotito’seducation.Herealisesthatbeing
ignorantinasocietywhereknowledgeisafundamentalisvain.

Fate:Thevillagersareprimarilypresentedasapeopleinchargeofwhathappenstothem.They
fendforthemselvesandmaketheirownplansintandem withtheirneeds.Atwhatpoint,therefore,
doesthatforcebeyondhumancontroltakeoverandchangestheturnofeventsforeithergoodor
bad?IsitKino’sgreed,animalisticbehaviourandviolencethatcomeswithbeinginpossessionof
thepearlthatleadstotheirultimatedestruction?Similarly,thiscanbearguedindifferentways.
ThatperhapswhatdestroysKinoishisambitiontochallengethefatethathasalreadybeenlaidout
forhim.

Itisimportanttoquestiontheturnoutofevents.IsKinoresponsibleforwhatbefallshim andhis
familyintheend?Howmuchahanddoesfatehaveonwhateventuallytranspires?

ADOLL’SHOUSE
SynopsisandSummaryofActs

Synopsis
ADoll’sHousetracestheawakeningofNoraHelmerfrom herpreviouslyunexaminedlifeofdomestic,wifely

comfort.HavingbeenruledherwholelifebyeitherherfatherorherhusbandTorvald,Norafinallycomesto

questionthefoundationofeverythingshehasbelievedinoncehermarriageisputtothetest.

Havingborrowedmoneyfrom amanofill-reputenamedKrogstadbyforgingherfather’ssignature,shewas

abletopayforatriptoItalytosavehersickhusband’slife(hewasunawareoftheloan,believingthatthe
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moneycamefrom Nora’sfather.)Sincethen,shehashadtocontrivewaystopaybackherloan,growing

particularlyconcernedwithmoneyandthewaysofacomplexworld.

Whentheplayopens,itisChristmasEve,andwefindthatTorvaldhasjustbeenpromotedtomanagerofthe

bank,wherehewillreceiveahugewageandbeextremelypowerful.Noraisthrilledbecauseshethinksthat

shewillfinallybeabletopayofftheloanandberidofit.Herhappiness,however,ismarredwhenanangry

Krogstadapproachesher.HehasjustlearnedthathispositionatthebankhasbeenpromisedtoMrs.Linde,

anoldschoolfriendofNora’swhohasrecentlyarrivedintowninsearchofwork,andhetellsNorathathe

willrevealhersecretifshedoesnotpersuadeherhusbandtolethim keephisposition.Noratriesto

convinceTorvaldtopreserveKrogstad’sjob,usingallofherfemininetricks(whichheencourages),butshe

isunsuccessful.TorvaldtellsherthatKrogstad’smorallycorruptnatureisphysicallyrepulsivetohim and

impossibletoworkwith.Norabecomesveryworried.

Thenextday,Noraisnervouslymovingaboutthehouse,afraidthatKrogstadwillappearatanyminute.Her

anxietyisreducedbybeingpreoccupiedwiththepreparationsforabigfancy-dresspartythatwilltakeplace

thenextnightinaneighbor’sapartment.WhenTorvaldreturnsfrom thebank,sheagaintakesupherpleas

onbehalfofKrogstad.Thistime,Torvaldnotonlyrefusesbutalsosendsoffthenoticeofterminationthathe

hasalreadypreparedforKrogstad,reassuringascaredNorathathewilltakeuponhimselfanybadthings

thatbefallthem asaresult.Noraisextremelymovedbythiscomment.Shebeginstoconsiderthepossibility

ofthisepisodetransformingtheirmarriageforthebetter—aswellasthepossibilityofsuicide.

Meanwhile,sheconversesandflirtswithawillingDr.Rank.Learningthatheisrapidlydying,shehasan

intimateconversationwithhim thatculminatesinhim professinghisloveforherjustbeforesheisableto

askhim forfinancialhelp.Hiswordsstopher,andshesteerstheconversationbacktosaferground.Their

talkisinterruptedbytheannouncementofKrogstad’spresence.NoraasksDr.Ranktoleaveandhas

Krogstadbroughtin.

Krogstadtellsherthathehashadachangeofheartandthat,thoughhewillkeepthebond,hewillnotreveal

hertothepublic.Instead,hewantstogiveTorvaldanoteexplainingthemattersothatTorvaldwillbe

pressedtohelpKrogstadrehabilitatehimselfandkeephispositionatthebank.Noraprotestsagainst

Torvald’sinvolvement,butKrogstaddropstheletterinTorvald’sletterboxanyway,muchtoNora’shorror.

NoraexclaimsaloudthatsheandTorvaldarelost.Still,shetriestousehercharmstopreventTorvaldfrom

readingtheletter,luringhim awayfrom businessbybegginghim tohelpherwiththetarantellaforthenext

night’sparty.Heagreestoputoffbusinessuntilthenextday.Theletterremainsintheletterbox.

Thenextnight,beforeTorvaldandNorareturnfrom theball,Mrs.LindeandKrogstad,whoareoldlovers,

reuniteintheHelmers’livingroom.Mrs.LindeaskstotakecareofKrogstadandhischildrenandtohelphim

becomethebettermanthatheknowsheiscapableofbecoming.TheHelmersreturnfrom theballasMrs.

Lindeisleaving(Krogstadhasalreadyleft),withTorvaldnearlydraggingNoraintotheroom.Alone,Torvald

tellsNorahowmuchhedesiresherbutisinterruptedbyDr.Rank.Thedoctor,unbeknownsttoTorvald,has

comebytosayhisfinalfarewells,ashecovertlyexplainstoNora.Afterheleaves,Noraisabletodeter

Torvaldfrom pursuingheranymorebyremindinghim oftheuglinessofdeaththathasjustcomebetween

them,NorahavingrevealedDr.Rank’ssecret.SeeingthatTorvaldfinallyhascollectedhisletters,sheresigns
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herselftocommittingsuicide.

Assheisleaving,though,Torvaldstopsher.HehasjustreadKrogstad’sletterandisenragedbyitscontents.

HeaccusesNoraofruininghislife.Heessentiallytellsherthatheplansonforsakingher,contrarytohis

earlierclaim thathewouldtakeoneverythinghimself.Duringhistirade,heisinterruptedbythemaidbearing

anothernotefrom KrogstadandaddressedtoNora.Torvaldreadsitandbecomesoverjoyed.Krogstadhas

hadachangeofheartandhassentbackthebond.TorvaldquicklytellsNorathatitisalloverafterall:hehas

forgivenher,andherpatheticattempttohelphim hasonlymadehermoreendearingthanever.

SeeingTorvald’struecharacterforthefirsttime,Norasitsherhusbanddowntotellhim thatsheisleaving

him.Afterheprotests,sheexplainsthathedoesnotloveher—and,aftertonight,shedoesnotlovehim.She

tellshim that,giventhesuffocatinglifeshehasleduntilnow,sheowesittoherselftobecomefully

independentandtoexploreherowncharacterandtheworldforherself.Assheleaves,sherevealstoTorvald

thatshehopesthata“miracle”mightoccur:thatoneday,theymightbeabletouniteinrealwedlock.The

playendswiththedoorslammingonherwayout.

SummaryofActs

ActOne

NoraHelmerentersherlovelylivingroom ladenwithpackagesandaChristmastree,hummingahappytune

andsneakingamacaroon.Herhusband,Torvald,greetsherwithquestionsaboutherspending,callingNora

his“littlelark,”“squirrel,”spendthrift,”and“sweettooth.”Noraremindshim thattheyhavenoworriessince

Torvaldhasjustbeenofferedabankmanagerialposition,butherhusbandoptsforcaution.WhenTorvald

inquireswhatshedesiresforChristmas,Noraasksformoney.Twovisitorsenterthehouse:Dr.Rank

accompaniesTorvaldtohisstudy,andMrs.Linde,anoldfriendwhohasbeenoutoftouch,joinsNora.The

twowomenshareconfidences,andNorarevealsthatshehashiddenmorethanmacaroonsfrom her

husband.DuetoTorvald’sseriousillnessseveralyearsprior,Noraexplains,shehadtofinanceayearof

recoveryinItaly.WhileshetoldTorvaldthatherfatherhadleftthem themoney,Noraactuallyforgedher

father’ssignatureandborrowedthemoneyfrom alawyernamedKrogstad.Justifyingherdishonestyby

savingTorvald’shealthandpride,Noraexplainsthatshehasbeensecretlyworkingtopayofftheloan,and

sheisalmostfreeofherdebt.Krogstadentersnext,hopingtosalvagehispositionatthebankbyspeaking

toTorvald.AfterKrogstadleaves,NoraisabletotalkTorvaldintogivingMrs.Lindeapositionatthebank.

Torvald,Dr.Rank,andMrs.Lindeleave,andNoravisitswithherthreechildren.Krogstadreturnswithathreat:

NoramustgetTorvaldtokeepKrogstad’spositionatthebank,orKrogstadwillrevealNora’sdeceptionand

forgery.UponTorvald’sreturn,Noraquestionshim aboutKrogstad’spast,andTorvaldexplainsthat

Krogstadlosthisownreputationduetoforgery.Declaringthatsuchalie“infectsthewholelifeofahome,”

Helmerreturnstohisstudy,leavingNoraanxiousbutdetermined.

ActTwo

Thecurtainrisesonthesameroom thenextday,whichisChristmas.Norapacesfrantically,anxiousthat

KrogstadwillreturntorevealherforgerytoTorvald.Thenurseenterswithaboxofmasqueradeclothesfor

thenextevening’sfestivities,andNoraquestionsheraboutchildrenwhogrowupwithoutmothers.Kristine
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Lindeenters,andasshehelpsNorarepairhermasqueradedress,Noraconfidesinherfriendonceagain.

AssuringKristinethatshedidnotgetthemoneyfrom Dr.Rank,NoraasksMrs.Lindetoplaywiththe

childrenwhileshespeakstoTorvald.Promising“toscamperaboutanddotricks”ifonlyTorvaldwouldgive

in,NoraasksherhusbandtokeepKrogstadatthebank.Remindingherthatrumorswouldspreadabouthis

wife’sinfluence,TorvalddeniesNora’srequest.Whenshesayshisconcernsaboutproprietyare“petty,”

TorvaldbecomesincensedandsendsKrogstad’sterminationlettertohishome.Dr.RankconfidestoNora

thatheisdyingandthathehaslovedherforyears.Unabletoaskthedoctorforhelpafterhisadmission,

Noraasksforalamptobebroughtin.Krogstad,havingreceivedhistermination,returnstothreatenNora

again,andthetwoadmitthatthoughtheyhavebothconsideredsuicide,neithercanbraveit.Krogstadleaves,

buthisletterrevealingallisclearlyheardenteringthemailslot.NorakeepsTorvaldfrom readingtheletterby

begginghishelpwiththetarantelladanceshewillperform atthemasquerade.Dancingfreneticallyas

thoughher“lifewereatstake,”NorakeepsTorvaldoccupiedre-teachingherthedance.Buttomorrownight,

shepromiseshim,“thenyou’llbefree.”

ActThree

Theactopens,onceagain,intheHelmer’slivingroom,whereKristineLindeawaitstheHelmers’returnfrom

thepartyupstairs.Norahasjustdancedthetarantella.AsMrs.Lindewaits,Krogstadarrivesatherrequest.

KristineasksKrogstadtogivethem asecondchanceatarelationship.Krogstadagrees,promisingto

retrievehisletterofrevelation,butKristineconvinceshim toletthetruthcometolightforthegoodofboth

NoraandTorvald.TheHelmersarrivefrom theparty,Kristineleaves,andTorvald’samorousmoodis

interruptedbyavisitfrom Dr.Rank,wholeaveshiscallingcardmarkedbytheblackcrossthatannounces

hisimpendingdeath.HelmertellsNorathathehasoftenwishedforsomedangertobefallhersothathecan

rescueher,andNoraseizesthisopportunitytoencourageTorvaldtoreadKrogstad’sletter.Torvaldreadsit

andimmediatelychastisesNora,claimingshehaswreckedhishappinessandruinedhisfuture.Torvald

explainsthatNoracanstayinthehousebutwillbeunfittoraisethechildren.“From nowon,”Torvaldclaims,

“happinessdoesn’tmatter;allthatmattersis...theappearance.”WhenaletterarrivesincludingNora’s

cancelleddebt,Torvaldishappyagain.ButNoraisforeverchangedbyherhusband’sreaction,andafter

removinghermasqueradecostume,shesitsdownwithTorvaldtosharethefirstseriousconversationof

theireightyearmarriage.Declaringshehasbeen“wrongedgreatly”bybothherfatherandherhusband,Nora

comparesherexistenceintheirhomestoadollinadollhouse.WhenTorvalddeclareshiswifecannotleave

becauseherhusbandandchildrenareher“mostsacredduties,”Norarespondswith“Ihaveotherduties

equallysacred....Beforeallelse,I’m ahumanbeing.”Noraisdeterminedtoremainstrangersunless“the

greatestmiracleofall”couldhappen–theabilitytolivetogetherina“truemarriage.”Noradeparts,andthe

audienceisleftwiththesoundofadoorslammingshut.

Themes,Motifs&Symbols

Themes
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Themesarethefundamentalandoftenuniversalideasexploredinaliterarywork.

TheSacrificialRoleofWomen/Roleofwomeninthesociety

InADoll’sHouse,Ibsenpaintsableakpictureofthesacrificialroleheldbywomenofalleconomicclassesin

hissociety.Ingeneral,theplay’sfemalecharactersexemplifyNora’sassertion(spokentoTorvaldinAct

Three)thateventhoughmenrefusetosacrificetheirintegrity,“hundredsofthousandsofwomenhave.”The

followingpointsshowhowwomensacrificeinthissociety.

Inordertosupporthermotherandtwobrothers,Mrs.LindefounditnecessarytoabandonKrogstad,her

true—butpenniless—love,andmarryaricherman.

ThenannyhadtoabandonherownchildtosupportherselfbyworkingasNora’s(andthenasNora’s

children’s)caretaker.AsshetellsNora,thenannyconsidersherselfluckytohavefoundthejob,sinceshe

was“apoorgirlwho’dbeenledastray.”

ThoughNoraiseconomicallyadvantagedincomparisontotheplay’sotherfemalecharacters,she

neverthelessleadsadifficultlifebecausesocietydictatesthatTorvaldbethemarriage’sdominantpartner.

TorvaldissuesdecreesandcondescendstoNora,andNoramusthideherloanfrom him becausesheknows

Torvaldcouldneveraccepttheideathathiswife(oranyother

woman)hadhelpedsavehislife.

Furthermore,shemustworkinsecrettopayoffherloanbecauseitisillegalforawomantoobtainaloan

withoutherhusband’spermission.BymotivatingNora’sdeception,theattitudesofTorvald—and

society—leaveNoravulnerabletoKrogstad’sblackmail.

Nora’sabandonmentofherchildrencanalsobeinterpretedasanactofself-sacrifice.DespiteNora’sgreat

loveforherchildren—manifestedbyherinteractionwiththem andhergreatfearofcorruptingthem—she

choosestoleavethem.Noratrulybelievesthatthenannywillbeabettermotherandthatleavingher

childrenisintheirbestinterest.

ParentalandFilialObligations

Nora,Torvald,andDr.Rankeachexpressthebeliefthataparentisobligatedtobehonestandupstanding,

becauseaparent’simmoralityispassedontohisorherchildrenlikeadisease.Infact,Dr.Rankdoeshavea

diseasethatistheresultofhisfather’sdepravity.Dr.Rankimpliesthathisfather’simmorality—hismany

affairswithwomen—ledhim tocontractavenerealdiseasethathepassedontohisson,causingDr.Rankto

sufferforhisfather’smisdeeds.Torvaldvoicestheideathatone’sparentsdetermineone’smoralcharacter

whenhetellsNora,“Nearlyallyoungcriminalshadlying-mothers.”HealsorefusestoallowNoratointeract

withtheirchildrenafterhelearnsofherdeceit,forfearthatshewillcorruptthem.Yet,theplaysuggeststhat

childrentooareobligatedtoprotecttheirparents.Norarecognizedthisobligation,butsheignoredit,

choosingtobewith—andsacrificeherselffor—hersickhusbandinsteadofhersickfather.Mrs.Linde,onthe

otherhand,abandonedherhopesofbeingwithKrogstadandundertookyearsoflaborinordertotendtoher
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sickmother.Ibsendoesnotpassjudgmentoneitherwoman’sdecision,buthedoesusetheideaofachild’s

debttoherparenttodemonstratethecomplexityandreciprocalnatureoffamilialobligations.

TheUnreliabilityofAppearances

OverthecourseofADoll’sHouse,appearancesprovetobemisleadingveneersthatmasktherealityofthe

play’scharactersand-situations.OurfirstimpressionsofNora,Torvald,andKrogstadarealleventually

undercut.Norainitiallyseemsasilly,childishwoman,butastheplayprogresses,weseethatsheis

intelligent,motivated,and,bytheplay’sconclusion,astrongwilled,independentthinker.Torvald,thoughhe

playsthepartofthestrong,benevolenthusband,revealshimselftobecowardly,petty,andselfishwhenhe

fearsthatKrogstadmayexposehim toscandal.Krogstadtoorevealshimselftobeamuchmore

sympatheticandmercifulcharacterthanhefirstappearstobe.Theplay’sclimaxislargelyamatterof

resolvingidentityconfusion—weseeKrogstadasanearnestlover,Noraasanintelligent,bravewoman,and

Torvaldasasimpering,sadman.

Situationstooaremisinterpretedbothbyusandbythecharacters.TheseeminghatredbetweenMrs.Linde

andKrogstadturnsouttobelove.Nora’screditorturnsouttobeKrogstadandnot,asweandMrs.Linde

suppose,Dr.Rank.Dr.Rank,toNora’sandoursurprise,confessesthatheisinlovewithher.Theseemingly

villainousKrogstadrepentsandreturnsNora’scontracttoher,whiletheseeminglykindheartedMrs.Linde

ceasestohelpNoraandforcesTorvald’sdiscoveryofNora’ssecret.

TheinstabilityofappearanceswithintheHelmerhouseholdattheplay’sendresultsfrom Torvald’sdevotion

toanimageattheexpenseofthecreationoftruehappiness.BecauseTorvaldcravesrespectfrom his

employees,friends,andwife,statusandimageareimportanttohim.Anydisrespect—whenNoracallshim

pettyandwhenKrogstadcallshim byhisfirstname,forexample—angersTorvaldgreatly.Bytheendofthe

play,weseethatTorvald’sobsessionwithcontrollinghishome’sappearanceandhisrepeatedsuppression

anddenialofrealityhaveharmedhisfamilyandhishappinessirreparably.

MarriageasanUnequalPartnership

AttheheartofADoll'sHouseisthemarriagebetweenNoraandTorvald—onefairlytypicaloftheera.Isita

goodorexemplarymarriage?Isitanequitablerelationshipforthewoman?

AcloseanalysisofthedialogueshowsaveryunequalrelationshipwithTorvaldholdingallthepower.Infact,

theinteractionsbetweenhusbandandwifeserveaspecificpurpose:theyillustratethebanalityofthe

discoursebetweenthetwo.Torvalddoesnotaddresshiswiferegardinganysubjectofsubstance.Instead,

hebestowsherwithpetnamesthatoftenbeginwiththepersonalpronoun“my”andoftenincludethe

diminutive“little”:“Isthatmylittlelark?”Inthisrespect,Torvaldmaythinkheisflatteringhiswife.However,

heisactuallyreducinghertoacute,harmlesspet—onethatisclearlyowned.

Andlikeapet,Noraisexpectedtoobeyherowner/husbandandhispettytyrannicalrules:sheisforbidden

from eatingmacaroonsandmustdosoonthesly—whichsheclearlyresents.Additionally,whenTorvald

addressesNora,hebelittlesherbyconstantlybringingupherlackofresponsibilitywithmoney.Depending

onthetranslation,Norais“spendthrift,”“prodigal”and“littlemoneybags.”Alloftheseterms,spoken
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affectionately,arepassivelyaggressive.

ADoll'sHousehasfewstagedirectionsindicatingtoneofvoice,sothereisagreatdealoffreedom inthe

mannerinwhichtheactorcanplaythepartTorvald.Hecanbeplayed

likeapatriarchaltyrantorafatuous,passive-aggressivesexist.Thesecondoptionis,perhaps,thebetter

choice;Torvald’sutterobliviousnesstohisownoppressivebehaviorisadrivingforceintheplay.Heberates

hiswifeforknowingnothingaboutworldlymattersbut,ultimately,ishimselfunawareofthemeasuresshe

hastakentosavehislife.Torvaldissoself-centeredthathecontinuestoseehiswifehowhewantsherto

beorhowshefailstobehisidealwoman;heneverseestheactualwomansheis.

Materialism

Torvaldinparticularfocusesonmoneyandmaterialgoodsratherthanpeople.Hissenseofmanhood

dependsonhisfinancialindependence.Hewasanunsuccessfulbarristerbecauseherefusedtotake

"unsavorycases."Asaresult,heswitchedjobstothebank,whereheprimarilydealswithmoney.Forhim,

moneyandmaterialism maybeawaytoavoidthecomplicationsofpersonalcontact.

RespectandReputation

ThemenofADoll'sHouseareobsessedwiththeirreputation.Somehavegoodstandingintheir

communitiesandwilldoanythingtokeepit;othershavelosttheirgoodnameandwilldoanythingtogetit

back.Thoughtheplayissetinthelivingroom ofaprivateresidence,thepubliceyeisconstantlypeeking

throughthecurtains.

DiseaseandMorality

Dr.Rankhasinheritedhisconsumptionfrom hisfather,wholivedamorallyquestionablelife,andinmuch

thesameway,Noraworriesthathermorallyreprehensibleactions(fraudulentlysigningherfather'sname)

willinfectherchildren.Corruption,theplaysuggests,ishereditary.Ashedoesinotherplays,suchasThe

WildDuck,Ibsenexploresthetensionbetweenreallifeandmoralideals.

HigherMoralValuesvs.SocietalMoresandLaws

AsNorarevealstoMrs.Linde,shefacedamoralcrisisatthebeginningofhermarriage.Unabletoprocure,in

alegalmanner,thefundsneededtosaveherhusband’slife,sheresortstoforgingherfather’snameas

guarantoroftheloan.Sheplacesherloveandconcernforherhusband’swell-beingabovethelaw.Sinceshe

diligentlyworkstopaybacktheloan,theoffensedoesnotseem sosevere;itisacrimeindefinitiononly.Ina

highersense,Norahasnotactedinanimmoralmanner.

However,thosewhoadheretosocietalstandards,likeherhusband,ultimatelyhavedifferentvalues.Torvald

valuessocialrespectabilityandhonoraboveallelse,includingactionsdoneoutoflove.Noravalueslove

oversocialhonor.Consequently,aconflictemergesregardingtheirprioritizationofvalues.

TheUnexaminedLifeisNotWorthLiving
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ThisparaphrasetoaSocratesaphorism appliestoTorvaldandNora.However.Noraeventuallystopstolook

atherselfandhermarriageanddoesn’tlikewhatshesees.Soshestepsoutofheroldpersonaandintoa

newone,andthenwalksintoanuncertainfuture.Shehasbegunexaminingherlife.

Motifs

Motifsarerecurringstructures,contrasts,orliterarydevicesthatcanhelptodevelopandinform thetext’s

majorthemes.

Nora’sDefinitionofFreedom

Nora’sunderstandingofthemeaningoffreedom evolvesoverthecourseoftheplay.Inthefirstact,she

believesthatshewillbetotally“free”assoonasshehasrepaidherdebt,becauseshewillhavethe

opportunitytodevoteherselffullytoherdomesticresponsibilities.AfterKrogstadblackmailsher,however,

shereconsidersherconceptionoffreedom andquestionswhethersheishappyinTorvald’shouse,

subjectedtohisordersandedicts.Bytheendoftheplay,Noraseeksanewkindoffreedom.Shewishesto

berelievedofherfamilialobligationsinordertopursueherownambitions,beliefs,andidentity.

Letters

Manyoftheplot’stwistsandturnsdependuponthewritingandreadingofletters,whichfunctionwithinthe

playasthesubtextthatrevealsthetrue,unpleasantnatureofsituationsobscuredbyTorvaldandNora’s

effortsatbeautification.Krogstadwritestwoletters:thefirstrevealsNora’scrimeofforgerytoTorvald;the

secondretractshisblackmailthreatandreturnsNora’spromissorynote.Thefirstletter,whichKrogstad

placesinTorvald’sletterboxneartheendofActTwo,representsthetruthaboutNora’spastandinitiatesthe

inevitabledissolutionofhermarriage—asNorasaysimmediatelyafterKrogstadleavesit,“Wearelost.”

Nora’sattemptstostallTorvaldfrom readingtheletterrepresenthercontinueddenialofthetruenatureof

hermarriage.ThesecondletterreleasesNorafrom herobligationtoKrogstadandrepresentsherrelease

from herobligationtoTorvald.Uponreadingit,TorvaldattemptstoreturntohisandNora’spreviousdenial

ofreality,butNorarecognizesthatthelettershavedonemorethanexposeheractionstoTorvald;theyhave

exposedthetruthaboutTorvald’sselfishness,andshecannolongerparticipateintheillusionofahappy

marriage.

Dr.Rank’smethodofcommunicatinghisimminentdeathistoleavehiscallingcardmarkedwithablack

crossinTorvald’sletterbox.InanearlierconversationwithNora,Dr.Rankrevealshisunderstandingof

Torvald’sunwillingnesstoacceptrealitywhenheproclaims,“Torvaldissofastidious,hecannotfaceupto-

anythingugly.”Byleavinghiscallingcardasadeathnotice,Dr.RankpolitelyattemptstokeepTorvaldfrom

the“ugly”truth.OtherlettersincludeMrs.Linde’snotetoKrogstad,whichinitiatesher-life-changingmeeting

withhim,andTorvald’sletterofdismissaltoKrogstad.

Symbols

Symbolsareobjects,characters,figures,orcolorsusedtorepresentabstractideasorconcepts.

TheChristmasTree
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TheChristmastree,afestiveobjectmeanttoserveadecorativepurpose,symbolizesNora’spositioninher

householdasaplaythingwhoispleasingtolookatandaddscharm tothehome.Thereareseveralparallels

drawnbetweenNoraandtheChristmastreeintheplay.JustasNorainstructsthemaidthatthechildren

cannotseethetreeuntilithasbeendecorated,shetellsTorvaldthatnoonecanseeherinherdressuntilthe

eveningofthedance.Also,atthebeginningofthesecondact,afterNora’spsychologicalconditionhas

beguntoerode,thestagedirectionsindicatethattheChristmastreeiscorrespondingly“dishevelled.”

NewYear’sDay

TheactionoftheplayissetatChristmastime,andNoraandTorvaldbothlookforwardtoNewYear’sasthe

startofanew,happierphaseintheirlives.Inthenewyear,Torvaldwillstarthisnewjob,andheanticipates

withexcitementtheextramoneyandadmirationthejobwillbringhim.NoraalsolooksforwardtoTorvald’s

newjob,becauseshewillfinallybeabletorepayhersecretdebttoKrogstad.Bytheendoftheplay,however,

thenatureofthenewstartthatNewYear’srepresentsforTorvaldandNorahaschangeddramatically.They

bothmustbecomenewpeopleandfaceradicallychangedwaysofliving.Hence,thenewyearcomesto

markthebeginningofatrulynewanddifferentperiodinboththeirlivesandtheirpersonalities.

DressandCostume

Nora'sfancydressforthepartysymbolizesthecharactersheplaysinhermarriagetoTorvald.Takenoteof

whenNoraissupposedtobewearingitandforwhom.NotetoothatwhensheleavesTorvaldinthelastact,

shefirstchangesintodifferentclothes,whichsuggeststhenewwomansheistobecome.

TheMasqueradeBall

ThemasqueradeballthatTorvaldandNoraattendrepresentstheliesanddeceitthatpeopleresorttoin

everydaylife.Atamasquerade,peoplehidebehindmasks.Theirtrueselvescannotbeseenthroughthe

costume.Noraishidingbehindamaskoflies,keepingthetruthfrom herhusbandandDr.Rank.Sheis

pretendingand“playingapart”muchlikepeopledoatamasqueradeball.Itisnotlongaftertheballthatthe

maskcomesoffandthetruthisrevealed.

TheTarantella

Atarantellaisafolkdancefrom southernItalythatacceleratesfrom itsalreadyquicktempoandalternates

betweenmajorandminorkeys.Initsconstantfluctuation,itislikeNora'scharacter.InthisAct,itservesas

Nora'slastchancetobeTorvald'sdoll,todanceandamusehim.Also,thetarantellaiscommonly(and

falsely)knownasadancethatissupposedtoridthedancerofthebiteofthetarantula.Appliedtotheplay,

itsusesuggeststhatNoraistryingtoridherselfofthedeadlypoisonofanoutsideforce,howeverfruitlessly.

Ratherthanalleviatingthebite,though,themusicandherlifeonlycontinuetoaccelerateandspinoutof

control.

Charactersandcharacterization
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CharacterList

Nora

TheprotagonistoftheplayandthewifeofTorvaldHelmer.Norainitiallyseemslikeaplayful,naïvechildwho

lacksknowledgeoftheworldoutsideherhome.Shedoeshavesomeworldlyexperience,however,andthe

smallactsofrebellioninwhichsheengagesindicatethatsheisnotasinnocentorhappyassheappears.

Shecomestoseeherpositioninhermarriagewithincreasingclarityandfindsthestrengthtofreeherself

from heroppressivesituation.

TorvaldHelmer

Nora’shusband.Torvalddelightsinhisnewpositionatthebank,justashedelightsinhispositionof

authorityasahusband.HetreatsNoralikeachild,inamannerthatisbothkindandpatronizing.Hedoesnot

viewNoraasanequalbutratherasaplaythingordolltobeteasedandadmired.Ingeneral,Torvaldisoverly

concernedwithhisplaceandstatusinsociety,andheallowshisemotionstobeswayedheavilybythe

prospectofsociety’srespectandthefearofsociety’sscorn.

Krogstad

AlawyerwhowenttoschoolwithTorvaldandholdsasubordinatepositionatTorvald’sbank.Krogstad’s

characteriscontradictory:thoughhisbaddeedsseem tostem from adesiretoprotecthischildrenfrom

scorn,heisperfectlywillingtouseunethicaltacticstoachievehisgoals.HiswillingnesstoallowNorato

sufferisdespicable,buthisclaimstofeelsympathyforherandthehardcircumstancesofhisownlife

compelustosympathizewithhim tosomedegree.

Mrs.Linde

Nora’schildhoodfriend.KristineLindeisapractical,down-to-earthwoman,andhersensibleworldview

highlightsNora’ssomewhatchildlikeoutlookonlife.Mrs.Linde’saccountofherlifeofpovertyunderscores

theprivilegednatureofthelifethatNoraleads.Also,welearnthatMrs.Lindetookresponsibilityforhersick

parent,whereasNoraabandonedherfatherwhenhewasill.

Dr.Rank

Torvald’sbestfriend.Dr.Rankstandsoutastheonecharacterintheplaywhoisbyandlargeunconcerned

withwhatothersthinkofhim.Heisalsonotableforhisstoicacceptanceofhisfate.UnlikeTorvaldandNora,

Dr.Rankadmitstothediseasednature(literally,inhiscase)ofhislife.Forthemostpart,heavoidstalkingto

TorvaldabouthisimminentdeathoutofrespectforTorvald’sdistasteforugliness.

Bob,Emmy,andIvar

NoraandTorvald’sthreesmallchildren.Inherbriefinteractionwithherchildren,Norashowsherselftobea

lovingmother.Whenshelaterrefusestospendtimewithherchildrenbecauseshefearsshemaymorally
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corruptthem,Noraactsonherbeliefthatthequalityofparentingstronglyinfluencesachild’sdevelopment.

Anne-Marie

TheHelmers’nanny.ThoughIbsendoesn’tfullydevelophercharacter,Anne-Marieseemstobeakindly

womanwhohasgenuineaffectionforNora.Shehadtogiveupherowndaughterinordertotakethenursing

jobofferedbyNora’sfather.Thus,sheshareswithNoraandMrs.Lindetheactofsacrificingherown

happinessoutofeconomicnecessity.

Nora’sfather

ThoughNora’sfatherisdeadbeforetheactionoftheplaybegins,thecharactersrefertohim throughoutthe

play.Thoughsheclearlylovesandadmiresherfather,Noraalsocomestoblamehim forcontributingtoher

subservientpositioninlife.

AnalysisofMajorCharacters

NoraHelmer

AtthebeginningofADoll’sHouse,Noraseemscompletelyhappy.SherespondsaffectionatelytoTorvald’s

teasing,speakswithexcitementabouttheextramoneyhisnewjobwillprovide,andtakespleasureinthe

companyofherchildrenandfriends.Shedoesnotseem tomindherdoll-likeexistence,inwhichsheis

coddled,pampered,andpatronized.

Astheplayprogresses,Norarevealsthatsheisnotjusta“sillygirl,”asTorvaldcallsher.Thatshe

understandsthebusinessdetailsrelatedtothedebtsheincurredtakingoutaloantopreserveTorvald’s

healthindicatesthatsheisintelligentandpossessescapacitiesbeyondmerewifehood.Herdescriptionof

heryearsofsecretlaborundertakentopayoffherdebtshowsherfiercedeterminationandambition.

Additionally,thefactthatshewaswillingtobreakthelawinordertoensureTorvald’shealthshowsher

courage.

Krogstad’sblackmailandthetraumathatfollowsdonotchangeNora’snature;theyopenhereyestoher

unfulfilledandunderappreciatedpotential.“Ihavebeenperformingtricksforyou,Torvald,”shesaysduring

herclimacticconfrontationwithhim.Noracomestorealizethatinadditiontoherliteraldancingandsinging

tricks,shehasbeenputtingonashowthroughouthermarriage.Shehaspretendedtobesomeonesheisnot

inordertofulfilltherolethatTorvald,herfather,andsocietyatlargehaveexpectedofher.

Torvald’ssevereandselfishreactionafterlearningofNora’sdeceptionandforgeryisthefinalcatalystfor

Nora’sawakening.Buteveninthefirstact,Norashowsthatsheisnottotallyunawarethatherlifeisatodds

withhertruepersonality.ShedefiesTorvaldinsmallyetmeaningfulways—byeatingmacaroonsandthen

lyingtohim aboutit,forinstance.Shealsoswears,apparentlyjustforthepleasureshederivesfrom minor

rebellionagainstsocietalstandards.Asthedramaunfolds,andasNora’sawarenessofthetruthabouther

lifegrows,herneedforrebellionescalates,culminatinginherwalkingoutonherhusbandandchildrento

findindependence.
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TorvaldHelmer

Torvaldembracesthebeliefthataman’sroleinmarriageistoprotectandguidehiswife.Heclearlyenjoys

theideathatNoraneedshisguidance,andheinteractswithherasafatherwould.Heinstructsherwithtrite,

moralisticsayings,suchas:“Ahomethatdependsonloansanddebtisnotbeautifulbecauseitisnotfree.”

HeisalsoeagertoteachNorathedancesheperformsatthecostumeparty.Torvaldlikestoenvision

himselfasNora’ssavior,askingheraftertheparty,“[D]oyouknowthatI’veoftenwishedyouwerefacing

someterribledangerssothatIcouldrisklifeandlimb,riskeverything,foryoursake?”

AlthoughTorvaldseizesthepowerinhisrelationshipwithNoraandreferstoherasa“girl,”itseemsthat

Torvaldisactuallytheweakerandmorechildlikecharacter.Dr.Rank’sexplanationfornotwantingTorvaldto

enterhissickroom—”Torvaldissofastidious,hecannotfaceuptoanythingugly”—suggeststhatDr.Rank

feelsTorvaldmustbeshelteredlikeachildfrom therealitiesoftheworld.Furthermore,Torvaldreveals

himselftobechildishlypettyattimes.HisrealobjectiontoworkingwithKrogstadstemsnotfrom -

deficienciesinKrogstad’smoralcharacterbut,rather,Krogstad’soverlyfriendlyandfamiliarbehavior.

Torvald’sdecisiontofireKrogstadstemsultimatelyfrom thefactthathefeelsthreatenedandoffendedby

Krogstad’sfailuretopayhim theproperrespect.

Torvaldisveryconsciousofotherpeople’sperceptionsofhim andofhisstandinginthecommunity.His

explanationforrejectingNora’srequestthatKrogstadbekeptonattheoffice—thatretainingKrogstad

wouldmakehim “alaughingstockbeforetheentirestaff”—showsthatheprioritizeshisreputationoverhis

wife’sdesires.Torvaldfurtherdemonstrateshisdeepneedforsociety’srespectinhisreactiontoNora’s

deception.AlthoughhesaysthatNorahasruinedhishappinessandwillnotbeallowedtoraisethechildren,

heinsiststhatsheremaininthehousebecausehischiefconcernissaving“theappearance”oftheir

household.

Krogstad

KrogstadistheantagonistinADoll’sHouse,butheisnotnecessarilyavillain.Thoughhiswillingnessto

allowNora’stormenttocontinueiscruel,Krogstadisnotwithoutsympathyforher.Ashesays,“Evenmoney

lenders,hacks,well,amanlikeme,canhavealittleofwhatyoucallfeeling,youknow.”HevisitsNorato

checkonher,andhediscouragesherfrom committingsuicide.Moreover,Krogstadhasreasonablemotives

forbehavingashedoes:hewantstokeephisjobatthebankinordertosparehischildrenfrom the

hardshipsthatcomewithaspoiledreputation.UnlikeTorvald,whoseemstodesirerespectforselfish

reasons,Krogstaddesiresitforhisfamily’ssake.

LikeNora,Krogstadisapersonwhohasbeenwrongedbysociety,andbothNoraandKrogstadhave

committedthesamecrime:forgeryofsignatures.Thoughhedidbreakthelaw,Krogstad’scrimewas

relativelyminor,butsocietyhassaddledhim withthestigmaofbeingacriminalandprohibitedhim from

movingbeyondhispast.Additionally,Krogstad’sclaim thathisimmoralbehaviorbeganwhenMrs.Linde

abandonedhim foramanwithmoneysoshecouldprovideforherfamilymakesitpossibleforusto

understandKrogstadasavictim ofcircumstances.OnecouldarguethatsocietyforcedMrs.Lindeaway

from Krogstadandthuspromptedhiscrime.Thoughsociety’sunfairtreatmentofKrogstaddoesnotjustify
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hisactions,itdoesalignhim morecloselywithNoraandthereforetempersourperceptionofhim asa

despicablecharacter.
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GENERALESSAYQUESTIONSANDSAMPLEESSAYSWITHANSWERS

1.Howcouldthesubmissive,selfishandsillyNoraofthefirsttwoactstransform herselfintoan

independentwomanbytheendofthelastact?Isthetransformationrealistic?

WhileNoraputsonaconvincingperformanceofbeingasubmissive,selfishandfoolishwomanduringthe

firstact,thereareearlysignsthatthisisnottherealher.WhensheasksTorvaldformoremoneydespite

havingjustbeenonaspendingspree,sheappearsselfishandgrasping.Butwesoondiscover,inher

conversationwithMrsLinde,thatsheisnotsquanderingthemoneytosatisfyherowndesires,butusingitto

payofftheloanshetookoutinordertosaveherhusband'slife.Indoingso,shehasdeniedherselfnew

thingssothatherhusbandandchildrencanhavealltheyneed.HerarrangingtheloanandthetriptoItaly-

andhersubsequentcarefulmanagementofmoneyandofhersecret-showanastonishingstrengthof

character.Inaddition,shesecretlytakesjobstopayofftheloan,asteptowardstheindependenceshefinally

embraces.Butinthefirsttwoacts,Noradoesnotdaretoacknowledgeherownstrength,letaloneuseit.

Therearemanyreasonsforthis.Chiefamongthem arethatherbelovedTorvald,andsocietyingeneral,

wouldnotcomfortablycountenancesuchstrengthinawoman.SoitiseasierforNoratokeepherhead

belowtheparapetratherthanrisktheconsequencesofshowingherselfassheis.

Nora'ssubmissivenesstoTorvaldisnotallitseems.Byplayingthedoll-childaccordingtohiswishes,she

manipulateshim intotheroleofindulgentfather-figure.Butinspiteofherskillat'managing'him,thereisone

instanceinwhichshedesperatelywantshim toadoptthemanlyanddominantrole:shewantshim torescue

herfrom theruincausedbyKrogstad'srevelations.Whenhefailstoprovidethestrengthsheneeds,she

realizesthatshenolongerloveshim,asheisnotthemanshethoughthim.Itisalmostinevitablethatsheis

forcedtofindthatstrengthwithinherself.Herrealizationthatshewantstopursueherindependenceisnot

somuchatransformationasanawakeningtoastrengthshehaspossessedallalong.

2.InwhatwaydoesADoll'sHouseexploresocialissues?

ADoll'sHouseshinesasearchlightonVictoriansociety,drawingattentiontoitshypocrisyanduseofpublic

opiniontosuppressindividuality.ThecriticBjornHemmer,inanessayinTheCambridgeCompanionto

Ibsen,wrote:"Thepeoplewholiveinsuchasocietyknowtheweightof'publicopinion'andofallthose

agencieswhichkeepwatchoversociety's'lawandorder':thenorms,theconventionsandthetraditions

whichinessencebelongtothepastbutwhichcontinueintothepresentandtherethwartindividuallibertyin

avarietyofways."

Torvaldlivesbysociety'snorms,andwhenfacedwithachoiceofwhethertosupporthiswifeorsociety,he

sideswithsociety.Whenherealizesthatshehasbrokenthelawinforgingherfather'ssignatureontheloan

document,heneverquestionsthemoralityofsuchalaw:itislefttoNoratodothat.Hisaim istopreserve

theappearanceofrespectabilityandensurehiscontinuedacceptanceinsociety.Hehasbecomesoshaped

bysociety'sconventionsthathecannotseehiswife'ssuffering.InTheCambridgeCompaniontoIbsen,Gail

FinneywritesthatinIbsen'sownnotesforthisplay,henotesthatamotherinmodernsocietyis"likecertain
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insectswhogoawayanddiewhenshehasdoneherdutyinthepropagationoftherace."Thisviewis

confirmedbyTorvald'srejectionofNorawhenhediscovershersecret;hesayssheisnotfittobringuptheir

childrenifherreputationistarnished.ForTorvald,publiclifehasobscuredandovertakenprivateself.In

ordertofindoutwhosheisandwhatshewants,Norahastorejectthelifethatsocietyprescribesforheras

awifeandmother,andstrikeoutonherown."Iam goingtosee,"shetellsTorvaldinAct3,"whoisright,the

worldorI."

Butthisisnotsimple.Thenineteenthcenturysawahugeshiftfrom theoldsocialorderofself-improvement

withinastableruralsocietytoanewsocialorderfoundedonmoney.Butwomenatthetimecouldnot

controlmoneywithouttheauthorityofthemanwho'owned'them,beithusband,brotherorfather.Single

andlonewomenlikeMrsLindehadmorecontrolovertheirlivesandmoneythanmarriedwomen,whowere

discouragedfrom takingjobsandhadtosurrendermoneymatterstotheirhusbands.ButasMrsLinde's

storyshows,havingnomale'provider'broughtitsownproblems.

Insum,womenhadlittlepower.PowerlaywithpeoplelikeTorvald,whoisabankerandlawyer.Torvaldis

abletodictatethefatenotonlyofhisfamilybutofMrsLinde(bygivingherajob)andKrogstad(bygiving

awayhisjob).HeisgratifiedbytheprospectofsackingKrogstadbecausehedisapprovesofhismorality.In

effect,theTorvaldsofthisworlddefinedmorality.AswehaveseenwithregardtoNora'scrime,theyalso

definedthelaw,andtherefore,whowasacriminal.ItisworthnotingthatIbsenbasedtheepisodeofNora's

forgeryonasimilar'crime'committedbyafemalefriendofhis,whichendedtragicallyforher,sohewas

drawingattentiontowhathesawasagenuinesocialproblem.Hesupportedeconomicreform thatwould

protectwomen'spropertyandbefriendedEuropeanfeminists.

Othersocialissuesaddressedintheplayincludehowwomenshouldbeeducated,bothforthe

responsibilitiesoffamilyandforself-fulfillment;therightofwomentodefinetheirroleinthefamilyand

society;thedegradingeffectsofpovertyonself-fulfillment(aswithMrsLindeandtheNurse);andthe

scourgeofvenerealdisease(assufferedbyDrRank).

3.Howdodifferentcharactersusethewords"free"and"freedom"?Howdoestheuseofthesewordschange

throughouttheplay?

ItisTorvaldwhointroducestheconceptoffreedom intheplay,claimingthat"Therecanbenofreedom or

beautyaboutahomelifethatdependsonborrowinganddebt."Hedefinesfreedom ineconomicterms,as

befitsanagewherepowerdependeduponmoney.Heisalsoadoptingsociety'svalues,asdebtwas

disapprovedofandconsideredasignofmoraldegeneracy.Thedramaticironybehindhiswordsliesinthe

factthatTorvaldwouldnothaveanylifeatallifhiswifehadnotgoneintodebt,thoughhedoesnotrealize

this.

LikeTorvald,Krogstadseesfreedom asmoralrespectabilityintheeyesofsociety.Hisjobatthebankisthe

meansbywhichhewill"cut[himself]free"from thestigmaofhis"indiscretion"offorgery.Theproblem with

thisapproachisthathis"freedom"dependsuponthewhim ofhisemployer,whoalsositsinmoraljudgment

onhim andcanwithdrawhisjobifhefindsthathefallsshortinthatrespect.

MrsLindefeelsproudthatbyworkinghard,shewasabletosupportherbrothersandmother,and"Iwas
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privilegedtomaketheendofmymother'slifealmostfreefrom care."LikeTorvald,sheisdefiningfreedom

ineconomicterms.Butsheisoperatingatalowereconomiclevelthanheis.Sheistalkingofbeingableto

providethenecessitiesoflife,whereasheistalkingoftherelativeluxuryofbeingfreefrom debt.

InAct1,NoraisdelightedthatsoonshewillhavepaidoffherdebttoKrogstadandwillbe"freefrom care,

quitefreefrom care;tobeabletoplayandrompwiththechildren;tobeabletokeepthehousebeautifully

andhaveeverythingjustasTorvaldlikesit!"Atthispoint,shedefinesherfreedom intermsoftheverythings

that(asshelaterrealizes)restricther:herroleasasubmissivewifeandmother.

BytheendofAct2,Krogstad'sletterrevealingNora'sdebtandforgeryofherfather'ssignatureissittingin

Torvald'sletterbox.Nora,whofearsyethopesthatTorvaldwillshieldherbytakingtheentireblameupon

himself,meanstodisappearorcommitsuicide,therebysavinghim from disgrace.Shetellshim:"Thenyou

willbefree."ThusTorvaldwillmaintainhisrespectabilitybymeansofNora'sobliteratingherselffrom his

world.

Attheendoftheplay,NorahasbeenawakenedtoTorvald'snarrow-mindednessandnolongerseesfreedom

intermsofbondagetohim orobliterationofherself.Onthecontrary,shedefinesfreedom forherselfand

Torvaldascompleteindependencefrom eachother,assheleavesthemarriagetoforgeanewlifeforherself:

"Isetyoufreefrom allyourobligations.Youarenottofeelyourselfboundintheslightestway,anymorethan

Ishall.Theremustbeperfectfreedom onbothsides."

4.CompareTorvald’sandNora’sattitudestowardmoney.

TorvaldandNora’sfirstconversationestablishesTorvaldasthememberofthehouseholdwhomakesand

controlsthemoneyandNoraastheonewhospendsit.TorvaldrepeatedlyteasesNoraaboutherspending,

andatonepointMrs.LindepointsoutthatNorawasabigspenderinheryoungerdays.Theseinitial

commentspaintNoraasashallowwomanwhoisoverlyconcernedwith-materialdelights.YetNora’s

generoustiptotheporterintheplay’sopeningsceneshowsthatsheisnotaselfishwoman.Moreimportant,

oncethesecretofNora’sloanismadeknowntotheaudience,weseethatNora’sinterestinmoneystems

morefrom herconcernforherfamily’swelfarethanfrom pettydesires.Werealizethattheexcitementshe

hasexpressedoverTorvald’snew,well-payingjobresultsfrom thefactthatmorespendingmoneymeans

shecanfinallypayoffherdebttoKrogstad.

WhileTorvaldseemslessenthralledbymoneybecausehedoesn’ttalkaboutitexcepttochastiseNorafor

herspending,heisobsessedwithhavingabeautifulhome,includingabeautifulwife.Heconsidersthese

thingsimportanttohisreputation,andkeepingupthisreputationrequiresmoney.AlthoughTorvaldaccuses

Noraofwastingmoney,Noraspendshermoneymostlyonworthycauses,whereasTorvalduseshisfor

selfish,shallowpurposes.

5.WhydoesTorvaldconstantlyreprimandNoraforherwastefulnessandfoolishnesswhilesimultaneously

supportingherbehavior?WhatinsightdoesthiscontradictiongiveusintoTorvaldandNora’srelationship?

TorvaldperceivesNoraasafoolishwomanwhoisignorantofthewaysocietyworks,buthelikesNora’s

foolishnessandignorancebecausetheyrenderherhelplessandthereforedependentonhim.Itsoon
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becomescleartousthatNora’sdependence,notTorvald’sloveforNoraasaperson,formsthefoundation

ofTorvald’saffectionforher.InActOne,TorvaldteasesNoraaboutwastingmoneybutthentriestoplease

herbygraciouslygivinghermore.Similarly,hepointsoutherfaultsbutthensayshedoesn’twantherto

changeabit.HeclearlyenjoyskeepingNorainapositionwhereshecannotfunctionintheworldwithouthim,

evenifitmeansthatsheremainsfoolish.

Ingeneral,TorvalddisapprovesofanykindofchangeinNora’sconstant,obedientdemeanorbecausehe

needstocontrolherbehavior.WhenNorabeginstodancethetarantellawildlyinActTwo,heisunsettled.In

ActOne,NorasaysthatitwouldhumiliateTorvaldifheknewhewassecretlyindebttoherforhislife,

indicatingthatTorvaldwantsthepowerinhismarriagetobeone-sidedratherthanmutual.

6.CompareandcontrastMrs.LindeandNoraattheendoftheplay.

BytheendofActThree,bothNoraandMrs.Lindehaveenterednewphasesintheirlives.Norahaschosen

toabandonherchildrenandherhusbandbecauseshewantsindependencefrom herrolesasmotherand

wife.Incontrast,Mrs.LindehaschosentoabandonherindependencetomarryKrogstadandtakecareof

hisfamily.Shelikeshavingpeopledependonher,andindependencedoesnotseem tofulfillher.Despite

theirapparentopposition,bothNora’sandMrs.Linde’sdecisionsallowthem tofulfilltheirrespective

personaldesires.Theyhavebothchosentheirownfates,freelyandwithoutmaleinfluence.Ibsenseemsto

feelthatthenatureoftheirchoicesisnotasimportantasthefactthatbothwomenmakethechoices

themselves.

7.Usingspecificexamples,discusshowIbsen's"progressfrom oneworktotheother"isduetoa"perpetual

scrutinyofthesamegeneralquestionsregardedfrom differentpointsofview."

8.DoyoufeelthatIbsen'sdramais"dated"?Todefendyourview,citedramaticthemesintheseplayswhich

youconsidertobeuniversal,orlimitedinscope.

9.Showhowthefirstactforewarnstheaudienceofalmostalltheforthcomingeventsintherestofthe

drama.

10.PointoutsomeinstanceswhereIbsenisableto"externalize"innerproblemsbyusingeffectivesymbols.

11.Atleastonecharacterineachplayprefersanimaginaryviewoflifetoarealisticviewpoint.Withthisin

mind,discussthelife-viewofTorvaldHelmer.

12.InwhatwaysdoesthevocationofTorvaldHelmerprovideadditionalinsightintohischaracter?

13.DeviseanalternativeendingforADoll'sHouse,tryingnottoviolateIbsen'sdramaticthesis.Defendeither

yournewconclusionortheinviolabilityofIbsen'soriginalending.

14.ExplainthesymbolicsignificanceofhereditarydiseaseinADoll'sHouse.

15.Dotoday'swomenfacethesamesortofbarriersthatwomendidinNora'stime?

16.InwhatwaysisTorvaldcagedbysocietalexpectations?Whatabouttheothermenintheplay?Krogstad?
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Dr.Rank?

17.Whatisimportantaboutthetitle?Whoisthe"doll"Ibsenrefersto?

18.Whoisthemoresignificantfemalecharacterintermsofplotdevelopment,NoraorKristine?Explainyour

answer.

19.DoyouthinkKristine'sdecisionnottopreventKrogstadfrom revealingthetruthtoTorvaldisabetrayal

ofNora?DoesthisactultimatelyhurtorbenefitNora?

20.HowdoesHenrikIbsenrevealcharacterinADoll'sHouse?IsNoraasympatheticcharacter?Didyour

opinionofNorachangefrom thebeginningoftheplaytoitsconclusion

21.Doestheplayendthewayyouexpected?Doyouthinkthiswasahappyending?

22.ADoll'sHouseisgenerallyconsideredafeministwork.Doyouagreewiththischaracterization?Whyor

whynot?

23.Howessentialisthesetting,bothintermsoftimeperiodandlocation?Couldtheplayhavetakenplace

anywhereelse?WouldthefinaloutcomehavehadthesameimpactifADoll'sHousehadbeensetinthe

presentday?Whyorwhynot?

24.KnowingthattheplotisbasedonaseriesofeventsthathappenedtoafemalefriendofIbsen's,didit

botheryouthatheusedLauraKieler'sstorywithoutitbenefitingher?

25.WhichactresswouldyoucastasNoraifyouweretostageaproductionofADoll'sHouse?Whowould

playTorvald?Whyisthechoiceofactorimportanttotherole?Explainyourchoices.


